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SHAKESPEARE S$ pre-eminence among British playwrights is the pride of his 
nation but it has also been a burden to those who have followed him in 
versifying for the English-speaking theatre. He himself wrote, ‘. . . it was 
always yet the trick of our English nation, if they have a good thing, to make 
it too common’ (2 Henry IV, 1. ii. 244). Blank verse as Shakespeare left it was 
a very good thing; so good that for the best part of three hundred years after 
he died in 1616 it tempted countless writers to imitate the formula, even 
when they experienced no genuine poetic urge and could command neither 
the infinite flexibility and force of Elizabethan blank verse as a rhythmical 
instrument, nor the spirit that endowed it with musical liberty and pro- 
fundity of thought. What had been to Shakespeare a living and natural 
medium, degenerated into an artificial literary mode until, in the nineteenth 
century, good poets with little stage-sense and less practical knowledge of 
the theatre—Shelley, Byron, Browning, Tennyson, Swinburne, Bridges— 
and minor playwrights with a negligible poetic talent—Lytton, Sheridan 
Knowles, Stephen Phillips—made it finally evident that there could be no 
future for verse drama on the British stage unless writers threw off the 
Shakespearian stranglehold and abandoned attempts to imitate the inimitable. 

So long as the pseudo-Elizabethan blank-verse mode persisted, modern 
British poetic drama was doomed to speak a language that was enfcebled, as 
well as foreign to modern Britain: to speak, therefore, a language which 
disabled playwrights from producing verse plays relevant to contemporary 
experience. Those who followed the mode sought to resolve the dilemma by 
flight into the past or into a trivial romanticism, as in Stephen Phillips’s 
Paolo and Francesca (1899), Herod (1901), and Ulysses (1902). Yet though 
these works may be puzzling to present-day readers who search in them for 
the qualities which persuaded reputable critics at that time to rank Phillips 
(1868-1915) with the Greek tragic poets and with Dante, they did at lcast 
demonstrate by their temporary popularity on the stage that the British 
theatre-going public could still be attracted to verse drama. What was then 
lacking was a poet-dramatist adequately equipped to write plays combining 
durable literary merit, practical efficiency for stage production, and signifi- 
cance for contemporary audiences. 

Such a poet-dramatist was, in fact, then active in Ireland, where The 
Countess Cathleen by W. B. Yeats (1865-1939) had appeared in Dublin in 
1892. Inasmuch as the Irish ear is traditionally attuned to poetic speech and 
the Irish mind conditioned to a ready acceptance of poetic thought, the 
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judgment abroad that Yeats’s plays were stronger in poetry than in drama 
did not handicap them in their own land. There followed The Land of 
Heart's Desire and a succession of other plays by Yeats, who may be regarded 
as the founder of contemporary British verse drama, though its development 
has been away from the legendary and folk themes upon which he drew 
largely. (It is expected that a reprint of Yeats’s Collected Plays will appear in 
1950, Macmillan, approximately 153.) 

Yeats’s enthusiasm, aided by that of Lady Gregory (1852-1932)—herself 
an able prose playwright—led to the establishment of the Irish National 
Theatre Society (1902), from whose work at the Abbey Theatre, Dublin, 
and from the tours of its company outside Ireland, stemmed much that was 
important in the revival of contemporary drama. Yeats’s major discovery 
among other writers, John Millington Synge (1871-1909), though not in the 
formal sense primarily a poet, used in his plays (1904, etc.; Collected Plays, 
Allen & Unwin, 9s.6d.; Dent, Everyman’s Library, 4s.6d.) a highly selective 
peasant speech charged with the overtones and undertones of poetry, and his 
influence on later writers is incalculable. 

In England, Gordon Bottomley (1874-1948) also used legend and folk-lore 
in a series of short verse plays, beginning with The Crier by Night (1900), 
followed by Midsummer Eve (1901-2), Laodice and Danaé (1906), The Riding 
to Lithend (1907), King Lear’s Wife (1911-13) (all collected in King Lear’s Wife, 
1920, Constable), and Gruach and Britain’s Daughter (1921, Constable, 7s.6d.). 
King Lear's Wife has been called ‘the best verse drama of its time’ (Chris- 
topher Hassall, ‘Notes on the Verse Drama’, 1948, The Masque No. 6, The 
Curtain Press, now published by Batsford, 2s.). Gordon Bottomley’s other 
verse plays include Three Visions of Giorgione (1922, Constable, 10s.6d.), 
Lyric Plays (1932, Constable, ss.), Choric Plays (1939, Constable, 6s.), and 

Cate Kennedy (1945, Constable, 3s.6d.). 

In a note preceding the preface to his Major Barbara (1905; Constable, 
7s.6d.) Bernard Shaw wrote: ‘The Euripidean verses in the second act of 
Major Barbara are not by me, nor even directly by Euripides. They are by 
Professor Gilbert Murray, whose English version of The Bacchae came into 
our dramatic literature with all the impulsive power of an original work 
shortly before Major Barbara was begun. The play, indeed, stands indebted 
to him in more ways than one.’ Mr. Shaw’s indebtedness was intellectual and 
personal rather than poetic, but Professor Murray’s translations of Greek 
tragedy and comedy call for inclusion among British verse plays of their 
period, since they are as much naturalizations as translations and they were 
among the influences which fostered a stimulating atmosphere for the 
development of native poetic drama. At the time of the early stage-produc- 
tions of the versions of Hippolytus, The Trojan Women, and Electra, Desmond 
MacCarthy wrote: ‘Gilbert Murray’s rare and beautiful translations of 
Euripides proved that, in the hands of a poet and a scholar, the old Greek 
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dramas could be refashioned into plays, which the English reader might 
enjoy and understand with the same close, effortless sympathy with which he 
might follow the work of a modern imagination’ (1907, The Court Theatre 
1904-1907, A. H. Bullen). Gilbert Murray’s translating and in some measure 
transfiguring hand has since spanned almost the whole ficld of Greek drama 
from Aeschylus, Sophocles, and Euripides to Aristophanes and Menander. 

(Gilbert Murray’s translations were published at iesamuiee intervals from 1902 
to 1950: Allen & Unwin. Aeschylus: Agamemnon, paper 2s.6d., cloth 3s.6d., 
Choéphoroe, 2s. and 3s.6d., Eumenides, 2s. and 3s.6d., Suppliant Women, 3s.6d., 
Seven Against Thebes, 3s.6d., Persians, 2s. and 3s.6d.; Prometheus Bound, 
reprinting. Sophocles: Antigone, 3s.6d., Oedipus Coloneus, 5s., Wife of Heracles, 
5s.; O0dipus Rex, 3s.6d. Euripides: Hippolytus, Bacchae, Trojan Women, 
Medea, Iphigenia in Tauris, Rhesus, Alcestis, 2s. and 3s.6d. each, Electra, 2s.6d. 
and 3s.6d. Aristophanes: Frogs, 2s.6d. and 3s.6d., Birds, 7s.6d. Menander: 
Rape of the Locks, ss.; Arbitration, reprinting.) Rex Warner, numbering 
himself with ‘the laborious transliterators’ and opposing ‘the brilliant distor- 
tionists’, has translated Aeschylus’ Prometheus Bound (1947, John Lane The 
Bodley Head, 6s.), and Euripides’ Medea and Hippolytus (1944 and 1949, 
John Lane The Bodley Head, 7s.6d. each) into unrhymed verse which 
stresses the severity of the originals in contradistinction to Gilbert Murray’s 
emphasis on their humanity i in his rhyming versions. 

Having in 1896 closed his twenty-five years’ career as a novelist, Thomas 
Hardy (1840-1928) turned back to poetry and published The Dynasts (1904, 
1906, 1908; Macmillan, 2-volume edition 6s. each volume) his vast ‘epic- 
drama of the war with Napoleon, in three parts, nineteen acts, and one 
hundred and thirty scenes, the time covered by the action being about ten 
years —from 1805 to Napoleon’s defeat at Waterloo. Though in the preface 
Hardy stressed that The Dynasts is intended simply for mental performance, 
and not for the stage’, an abridged version (not made by Hardy) has been 
performed, and he himself conceived the possibility of a compromise between 
silent reading and full stage-production, by means of ‘a monotonic delivery 
of speeches, with dreamy conventional gestures, something in the manner 
traditionally maintained by the old Christmas mummers’. Its magnitude 
classes The Dynasts as a glorious freak of genius, yet in one aspect it fore- 
shadows the change which was to revolutionize British verse drama in the 
1930s. From the 1890s, after Ibsen’s plays had reached the London stage, 
in subject matter, speech, characterization, stage setting, and the 
orderly observance of clock time—was in fashion and was to remain so for 
the next half century. Hardy, unhampered in The Dynasts by current theatre 
conventions, broke through time and space and human physical limitations 
in the Fore Scene, the After Scene (both set in ‘The Overworld’), and else- 
where intermediately. There he introduces Phantom Intelligences as choruses 
and for ironical and philosophical comment upon particular human actions 
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and the general human destiny. Just before the First World War began in 
1914 young poets were paying homage to Hardy as ‘the master of the 
moderns’, though there was no early sign of germinal influence from The 
Dynasts. 

John Masefield’s Philip the King (1914, Heinemann) and Good Friday (1916, 
Heinemann) are verse plays following a traditional pattern. Abraham 
Lincoln (1918; Sidgwick & Jackson, school edn., 2s.6d.) by John 
Drinkwater (1882-1937), though for the main part in prose, employs at 
the beginning and the end and between scenes, two Chroniclers speaking 
rhymed verse with a free metrical movement, while the idealistic sentiment 
of the whole play was intentionally poetic in mood. James Elroy Flecker’s 
Hassan: The Story of Hassan and how he came to make the Golden Journey to 
Samarkand (1922, Heinemann, 6s.; 1948, Penguin Books, 1s.6d.), written in 
‘pocticized’ prose with interpolated songs and verse choruses, is charged 
with pictorial romanticism but tainted here and there by hints of sadism. 
Since Flecker (1884-1915) died from natural causes a few months after the 
First World War started, Hassan must be considered as a pre-war creation, 
and it brought to an end the romantic phase in modern British poetical 
drama. 

The fundamental change of mood caused by the war was first illustrated in 
play-form by Sean O’Casey’s The Silver Tassie (1928, Macmillan). Described 
as “A Tragi-Comedy in Four Acts’, it is written in non-realistic prose, with 
verse chants by choruses of soldiers and stretcher-bearers, and has as its 
central character a champion footballer who appears as the triumphant 
winner of a silver cup for his club in the early part of the play and, in the 
closing scenes, as a permanent cripple after being wounded in the war. Both 
in the bitter irony and spiritual agony of its mood and in its repudiation of 
realistic stage-technique, The Silver Tassie marks the breaking point between 
tradition and experiment in contemporary verse drama. O’Casey continued 
to experiment in his later plays, but the only one that bears upon the subject 
of this article is Within the Gates: A Play of Four Scenes in a London Park (1933. 
This and O’Casey’s other plays have been included in a collected edition, 
Macmillan, of which a reprint is expected in 1950.) 

Towards the close of the 1920s various tentative endeavours to mend the 
centuries-long breach between the Church and the stage in Britain, culminated 
in the institution of an annual festival of music and drama by The Friends of 
Canterbury Cathedral. At the beginning the plays, performed in the Chapter 
House of the Cathedral, were from familiar sources and included 
Tennyson’s Becket and Masefield’s The Coming of Christ (1928, Heinemann), 
but later the committee each year invited some more or less eminent author 
to write a play for first production at the Canterbury Festival. The earliest of 
these specially commissioned works, T. S. Eliot’s Murder in the Cathedral 
(1935, Faber, 6s.), on the assassination of Becket, was immediately acclaimed 
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as a unique masterpiece, and there has been no subsequent shift of critical 
opinion among its praisers. Mr. Eliot had in the preceding year issued his 
first complete play The Rock (1934, Faber) as a book of words for an Anglican 
pageant to be played before a large popular audience. Already in that experi- 
mental work there were long many-sy!labled lines which revealed ‘a new 
technical development, in the way in which Eliot has been able to suggest 
the dignity of flowing Biblical cadences, and yet keep these long lines bound 
into a formal pattern of verse’ (F. O. Matthiessen, The Achievement of T. S. 
Eliot, 1935, Oxford University Press; 2nd edition, enlarged, 1947, 21s.). Mr. 
Eliot’s consistent aim has been to write poetry ‘with nothing poetic about it, 
poetry standing naked in its bare bones’ (Matthiessen, op. cit.). This aim, 
coupled with an austere Christian outlook which has seemed to some readers 
and hearers of his plays to be indistinguishable from spiritual aridity, produces 
an apparently irreconcilable division of opinion between Eliot’s admirers 
and others, a division which remains in relation also to The Family Reunion 
(1939, Faber, 8s.6d.) and The Cocktail Party (1950, Faber, 10s.6d.), in which 
the author’s poetic principles and spiritual convictions are brought to bear 
upon the sickness of modern society. Sympathetic appreciations of “The 
Dramatic Verse of T. S. Eliot’, by E. Martin Browne, the producer of his 
plays, and of ‘T. S. Eliot in the Theatre’, by Ashley Dukes, at whose Mercury 
Theatre in London Murder in the Cathedral had a long run after its Canterbury 
production, are given in T. S. Eliot: A Symposium, to which nearly fifty 
writers contributed ‘as a tribute of affection and esteem on his sixtieth birth- 
day’ (1948, Editions Poetry London, 12s.6d.). See also Helen Gardner’s The 
Art of T. S. Eliot (1950, Cresset Press, 12s.6d.). 

In succeeding years the Canterbury plays were provided by Charles 
Williams (1886-1945), Thomas Cranmer of Canterbury (1936, Oxford Uni- 
versity Press, 3s.6d.; acting edition, Goulden (Canterbury), 2s.6d.); Dorothy 
Sayers, The Zeal of Thy House (1937, acting edition, Goulden, 2s.6d.; and 
included in Four Sacred Plays, Gollancz, 4s.6d.) and The Devil to Pay (1939, 
acting edition, Goulden, 2s.6d.; and in Four Sacred Plays, as above); Christo- 
pher Hassall, Christ's Comet (1937, acted 1938, Heinemann; acting edition, 
Goulden, 2s.6d.); after the wartime hiatus, Laurie Lee, Peasants’ Priest (1947, 
acting edition, Goulden, 2s.6d.) and Christopher Fry, Thor, With Angels 
(1948; Oxford University Press, 6s.). 

Charles Williams’s first dramatic work A Myth of Shakespeare (1928, 
Oxford University Press) comprises a series of excerpts from Shakespeare’s 
plays linked by original blank-verse passages of dialogue. The author’s 
prefatory Note points out that ‘It contains no thesis of Shakespeare’s life, 
character or genius, except that he was a born poet and working dramatist. 
The scenes included were intended, quite mythically, to represent barely 
possible incidents in his life, passages read to or by his friends, or perfor- 
mances in his theatre.’ Three Plays (1931, Oxford University Press) contains 
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The Witch——‘ the action takes place in a village of the West country some time 
early in the nineteenth century’, The Chaste Wanton—a pastiche of Eliza- 
bethan drama ‘set in an Italian ducal town of the Renaissance, called Mantua 
for convenience’, and The Rite of the Passion—written for presentation in a 
London church on Good Friday. Williams’s remaining dramatic pieces, each 
in one act, were published posthumously as Seed of Adam and Other Plays 
(1948, Oxford University Press, 6s.), the “other plays’ being The Death of 
Good Fortune, The House by the Stable, and Grab and Grace. To say that in his 
mature dramatic writings Charles Williams was under the influence of 
T. S. Eliot would be merely to record a commonplace, for Eliot’s influence 
became general among ‘serious’ poetic dramatists after 1935. It is less com- 
monplace to note that the juxtapositioning of the timeless and the temporal 
of immortals and humans, which was noted above as exceptional in Hardy’s 
The Dynasts at the beginning of the century, became in Williams’s plays 
almost a normal device, though it probably derived less from any conscious 
indebtedness to Hardy than from the permeation of new scientific theories 
concerning the nature of time and the conceivable simultaneity of ‘past’, 
‘present’, and ‘future’. In Thomas Cranmer of Canterbury the chief events of 
Cranmer’s life are extracted from their historical time-extension and, in the 
author’s words, ‘compacted into an immediate sequence, and unified by two 
figures. The first of these is his [Cranmer’s] own. . .. The second figure which 
unifies the play is the Skeleton. It is impossible to say that the Skeleton means 
something or other; he means precisely what he says, i.e., the facts, the bones 
of existence. At one moment he appears very much like the Devil; at another 
(in the conclusion) very much like Almighty God.’ (The St. Pancras People’s 
Theatre Magazine, March 1937.) In her Introduction to the Seed of Adam 
volume Anne Ridler suggests that such symbolic figures in Williams’s work 
were ‘his special contribution to the effort to recover a dramatic tradition’. 
Seed of Adam itself, she adds, ‘is rich in dramatic symbols. Most interesting of 
them all is the fusion of Adam (Natural Man) with Caesar Augustus: when 
he orders the soldiers to make a census, there is a remarkable effect of com- 
pression—the audience feels the whole sweep of time from the creation of 
man down to the civilized organization of the Roman Empire concentrated 
in this one moment before the Incarnation, and preparing for it.’ 

Of Mrs. Ridler’s own verse plays, Cain (1943, Editions Poetry London) 
has its setting ‘in the Garden of Eden, with Adam, Eve, Cain, Abel, and the 
Archangels as characters’; and The Shadow Factory (1946, Faber, 6s.) is a 
nativity play in a modern setting. The latter is discussed at some length, 
among other verse plays, in Robert Speaight’s Drama Since 1939 (1947, 
Longmans, Green—for the British Council—2s.). To these Anne Ridler has 
recently added Henry Bly and Other Plays (1950, Faber, 10s.6d.). 

While what may loosely be called the Canterbury school were reviving 
religious verse drama, another group of poet-dramatists concerned themselves 
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with the less tractable material of current politics. W. H. Auden’s The Dance 
of Death (1933, Faber, 3s.6d.)—a one-act play in verse and prose, with a 
chorus in bathing suits and silk dressing gowns—attempted ‘a picture of the 
decline of a class, of how its members dream of a new life, but secretly desire 
the old, for there is death inside them. We show you that death as a dancer.’ 
Collaborating with Christopher Isherwood, Auden went on to write The 
Dog Beneath the Skin (1935, Faber, 10s.6d.), The Ascent of F.6 (1936, Faber, 
7s.6d.), and On the Frontier (1938, Faber, 6s.). All of these, reflecting the 
tension of the decade, are dominated by a sense of tragic futility. The keynote 
is sounded in two lines of the first chorus in The Dog Beneath the Skin: 

Here too corruption spreads its peculiar and emphatic odours 

And Life lurks, evil, out of its epoch. 
Their technical originality lies in the deliberate use of incongruity as a 
dramatic device, for the verse ranges in mood from gravity to absurdity and 
in form from Eliotonian free verse to the doggerel of musical comedy and 
revue. Stephen Spender’s Trial of a Judge (1938, Faber, 7s.6d.), with Hummel- 
dorf, a Communist, a Fascist Troop Leader, and a Jewish Doctor Prisoner 
among its characters, is more obviously darkened by the desperate state of 
Europe on the eve of the Second World War. 

Since the war ended, Peter Yates’s The Assassin (1945, Chatto & Windus, 
6s.)—on John Wilkes Booth, the murderer of Abraham Lincoln; Ronald 
Duncan's This Way to the Tomb (1946, Faber, 8s.6d.)—a Masque and satirical 
Anti-Masque set first in the fourteenth century and then in the twentieth, 
on the Mediterranean island of Zante at the cell, afterwards the tomb, of 
St. Anthony—and his Stratton (1950, Faber, 9s.6d.); Norman Nicholson’s The 
Old Man of the Mountains (1946, Faber, 8s.6d.)—a retelling of ‘the Biblical 
story of Elijah and Ahab in a modern Cumbrian setting’; and Donagh 
MacDonagh’s Happy as Larry (1946, Maurice Fridberg, Dublin)—an exuber- 
antly beguiling Irish frolic—have all been performed at the Mercury Theatre, 
London. At the same theatre, also, Christopher Fry’s A Phoenix too Frequent 
(1946; Oxford University Press, 6s.) was produced, and Robert Speaight 
wrote (Drama Since 1939, cited above) that it was ‘a complete success, 
brilliantly achieved by a man of the theatre who is equally prepared for the 
exigencies of drama and the possibilities of poetry. Mr. Fry may well develop 
into a really important dramatist.’ That development appeared to have been 
achieved with The Lady’s Not For Burning (1949, Oxford University Press, 6s.) 
and Venus Observed (1950, Oxford University Press, 6s.). In his cascading verse 
Fry uses ‘a modern yet timeless idiom’, and while his plays are serious in con- 
tent their popular success in the theatre is due largely to their abundant wit and 
buoyant humour. In addition to the Canterbury Festival play mentioned 
above, Christopher Fry has written two other religious plays, The Boy With 
a Cart in one act (1939; Muller, paper 2s.6d.; cloth ss.) and The Firstborn 
(1946; Oxford University Press, 6s.). 
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Radio broadcasting has provided opportunities for a type of verse drama 
depending wholly upon the spoken word, and among the plays written for 
this medium are Louis MacNeice’s Christopher Columbus (1944, Faber, 8s.6d.) 
and The Dark Tower (1947, Faber, 8s.6d.), and Patric Dickinson’s Theseus and 
the Minotaur (1946, Cape, $s.). 

Mr. A. C. Ward is the author of Twentieth-Century Literature 1901-1940, of a pamphlet on 


Bernard Shaw in the Bibliographical Series of Supplements to British Book News, and of other 


books on literature and on paintings. He also edited Specimens of English Dramatic Criticism 
X VII-XX Century in The World’s Classics series. 





ANGLO-BRAZILIAN LITERARY AWARDS 


A CULTURAL Convention between the United Kingdom and Brazil was 
ratified on 21 December 1948. The first meetings to discuss its implementa- 
tion were held in Rio de Janeiro in July 1949, between the British Council 
and a Brazilian Commission nominated by the Brazilian Ministry of Educa- 
tion and Health in agreement with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. These are 
the two bodies nominated under the Convention as the principal executive 
bodies for the purpose of its implementation. The Chairman of the British 
Council presided at these meetings. 

Under Article X of the Convention, each Government undertook to 
award in every fifth year of the period during which the Convention is in 
force a prize valued at £350 (or its equivalent in cruzeiros) for the best book 
published during the preceding five years on any aspect of its national culture 
by a national of the other, the choice of book to be made by the designated 
executive body of the awarding Government. Simultaneous announcements 
of the awards appeared in the British and Brazilian press on 1 December 
1949. The first awards will be for books published for the first time during 
the five years preceding 21 December 1952. The prize to be awarded by the 
Brazilian Government will be known as the Robert Southey Prize, after the 
British poet and man of letters, whose History of Brazil (London, 1810-19) 
is still regarded as one of the most important books in English on the subject, 
and the prize to be awarded by the British Government will be known as the 
Rui Barbosa Prize, after the distinguished Brazilian statesman, jurist and 
writer, who was amongst those responsible for launching the Republic in 
1889, and whose centenary fell in 1949. 

The competition for the Robert Southey Prize is open to British subjects 
domiciled in the United Kingdom. The prize will be awarded to the author 
of a book, written in English, on any aspect of Brazilian education, science or 
culture, and published for the first time during the five years preceding 
21 December 1952. Other things being equal, preference will be given to the 


2p 


2 $93 








book with the widest appeal; but the Committee of Adjudication reserve the 
right to make no award if no book of the requisite standard is submitted. The 
Committee of Adjudication will consist of three Brazilian members, ap- 
pointed by the Brazilian Commission set up under the Cultural Convention, 
and one British member appointed by the Chairman of the British Council. 
Intending competitors should submit ten copies of their book to O Chefe da 
Divisao Cultural do Ministério das Relagoes Exteriores, Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil, to reach him not later than 21 February 1953. 

The competition for the Rui Barbosa Prize will be open to Brazilian 
subjects. The prize will be awarded to the author of a book, written in 
Portuguese, on any aspect of British education, science, or culture, and 
published for the first time during the five years preceding 21 December 
1952. Other things being equal, preference will be given to the book with the 
widest appeal. The Committee of Adjudication will consist of one (or two) 
Brazilians and three British members appointed by the British Council. 
Intending competitors should submit ten copies of their book to The 
Secretary, The British Council, 65 Davies Street, London, W.1, to reach 
him not later than 21 February 1953. 





BRITISH BOOKS AVAILABLE FOR THE UNITED STATES 


The Export Research Service of the Publishers Association, 19 Bedford 
Square, London, W.C.1, have recently issued a very useful catalogue of 
252 pages, British Books available for the United States, A Classified List of 
Selected Recent British Books and Reprints, which contains full details and 
brief annotations of some 1,500 titles. This catalogue is intended to afford 
those booksellers and librarians in America who do not receive regular 
information about British books an opportunity to examine their range and 
value in many fields, and it can be obtained on application to the above 
address. Many of the books included in the list are obtainable from agents in 
the United States; such titles show the American distributor and the Ameri- 
can price. The price of titles only obtainable direct from the United Kingdom 
is given in sterling. Care has been taken to exclude from the list any titles 
involving American rights. 
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FLOWER GARDENING. H. E. Bates. Cambridge University Press, 1s. sD8. 

24 pages. Paper bound. (The Reader's Guides) 

In his delightful introduction to this pamphlet issued by the National Book League 
Mr. Bates remarks on the enormous number of gardening books and the high degree of 
civilization and charm that has attended their production; he then gives a brief his- 
torical survey of gardening literature from 1500 onwards. The annotated list which 
follows, compiled by the gardening expert Miles Hadfield, is intended to introduce 
some of the essential books on flower gardening; it makes no attempt, however, to 
include scientific works and specialized studies of such things as soils and pests. The 
books are grouped under the headings: Of Flower Gardens Generally; The Border; 
The Choice of Plants; Bulbs, Lilies and Irises; Rock, Wall and Water Gardens; Rose 
Gardens; Trees and Shrubs; For Other Specialists; Gardening Experiences; and His- 
torical. Notes on some encyclopedias, reference books and periodicals conclude this 
authoritative little guide. (016.6359) 


POTTERY AND PORCELAIN. W. B. Honey. Cambridge University Press, 
1s. SD8. 20 pages. Paper bound. (The Reader's Guides) 
Mr. Honey is a well-known writer on ceramics, and he provides a discerning introduc- 
tion to this guide issued by the National Book League. He points out that the literature 
of ceramic art is largely a collector’s literature, and gives a brief historical outline of 
ceramic achievement, following this with an annotated book list that covers General 
Works; The Ancient World; The Far East; Islamic Pottery; Hispano-Moresque Ware; 
Maiolica, Faience and Delftware; Palissy Wares and ‘Henri Deux’ Ware; Rhenish 
Stoneware; English Earthenware and Stoneware; European Porcelain; Mark-books; 
Books on Modern Wares and Books Dealing with the Principles of Design in Pottery. 


(016.738) 
BOOKS AND MATERIAL FOR SCHOOL AND YOUTH DRAMA. Com- 


piled by Joan M. Collins. Dennis Dobson, 3s.6d. D8. 112 pages. Index. 
(Theatre in Education) 


A most useful list of reference books, plays, mimes, music, stories and all kinds of 
visual and practical aids for the teacher, student and youth leader. There are sections 
on drama in education; technical matters such as stagecraft, stage management, 
lighting, music and sound effects; dramatic material for infants and juniors, and for 
seniors; pageants and pantomimes; marionettes, puppets and models; religious plays; 
audio-visual aids; and British suppliers of educational material, stage equipment, 
costumes and make-up. (016.792) 


cricket. John Arlott. Cambridge University Press, 1s. sD8. 20 pages. Paper 
bound. (The Reader's Guides) 


Mr. Arlott remarks in his introduction to this guide (issued by the National Book 
League) that books on cricket are very numerous and their literary standard usually 
low; and that cricket books are generally, but often mistakenly, regarded as of topical 
interest and are seldom reprinted. In the annotated reading list which follows he has 
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attempted to strike a balance between the best books and those most accessible to the 
reader. The list, intended to introduce some of the essential literature of the subject, is 
divided into the following sections: General; Reference Books, Original Chronicles 
and Records; General History; National Cricket; County, Club, School and Univer- 
sity Cricket; Accounts of Cricket Tours and Tests; Technique; Biography and 
Reminiscences; Verse, Fiction and Humour; and Bibliography of Cricket. 
(016.7963 58) 
SELECT BIBLIOGRAPHY OF SOUTH AFRICAN NATIVE LIFE AND 
PROBLEMS: Modern Status and Conditions. Supplement by M. A. 
Holden and A. Jacoby. School of Librarianship, University of Cape Town 
(Cape Town, South Africa), 6s. Ffol. 60 leaves. (School of Librarianship 
Bibliographical Series) 
The standard bibliography on this subject was edited by Professor I. Schapera and first 
published in 1941 (Oxford University Press). The present bibliographies are intended 
to provide supplementary entries for the past ten years in one major section—that 
dealing with policy, administration and law, health and social services, economics, 
education, religion and missions, and cultural change. The form of entry closely 
follows the subject order of the original, and periodical articles and official papers are 
included as well as books. Author indexes are provided. (016.968) 


Authorship 
THE WRITERS’ AND ARTISTS’ YEAR BOOK, 1950. A Directory for 
Writers, Artists, Playwrights, Film Writers, Photographers and Com- 
posers. 43rd year of issue. A. & C. Black, 7s.6d. L.Post 8. 422 pages. Indexes. 
This new issue of a well-established annual follows the same lines as its immediate 
predecessor. The Journals Section gives particulars of journals and magazines published 
in Britain, Eire, Australia, Canada, India and Pakistan, New Zealand, South Africa 
and America, and includes the address, type of contents and payment offered. The 
Publishers’ Section supplies the addresses of book publishers in the above countries, 
indicating the kind of books they publish, and also gives details of British and American 
music publishers. A section on Agencies and Societies gives particulars of British and 
overseas literary agents, syndicates, news and press agencies, and of societies and clubs 
of interest to authors, journalists, artists and musicians. There is a section on Prizes 
and Awards, followed by a Markets Section, dealing with British markets for plays 
and scenarios, broadcasting requirements in Britain and overseas, and British markets 
for artists, designers and photographers. The Reference Section gives much miscella- 
neous information on such matters as copyright, serial and dramatic rights, publishers’ 
reements, translations, libel, etc. There is a list of pen names and pseudonyms and a 
classified index of papers and magazines. (029.6) 


PHILOSOPHY [AND PSYCHOLOGY] 


THE GREAT PHILOSOPHERS: THE WESTERN WORLD. E. W.F. Tomlin. 
Skeffington, 15s. L.Post 8. 296 pages. Frontispiece and 17 illustrations. 
Index. 

This survey of the field of Western philosophy is intended for those who have no 

previous knowledge of the subject. It is made up of a series of studies of individual 

philosophers from Socrates to Bergson. Mr. Tomlin believes in ‘an approach to 
philosophy through the lives of the great philosophers’, and therefore each of his 
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studies is in the nature of a ‘profile’ of the philosopher concerned, giving, first, a 
picture of his life and the times in which he lived, and then a brief statement of the 
theory associated with him. These individual studies are linked by ‘interludes’— 
sections in which a very brief survey is made of the intervening period. The ‘postlude’ 
or final section mentions very shortly the work of some contemporary philosophers. 
This is an interesting introduction to the subject and one that should succeed in 
encouraging the new reader to venture further; in this connection it is to be regretted 
that no bibliography is included. (109.4) 


AQUINAS AND KANT. The Foundations of the Modern Sciences. Gavin 
Ardley. Longmans, Green, 18s. sD8. 263 pages. Appendix. Index. 
The book is written from the standpoint of the Thomist philosophy and it attempts 
to assess modern science in terms thereof. ‘Our task today is to pick up the threads 
where they were left by St. Thomas, and carry on.’ Kant is taken as representative 
of the modern spirit, which at first seems alien to the philosophia perennis and the aim of 
the book is to show that in fact the two attitudes are complementary. The author is 
well informed and writes well, and the book covers a wide field, but the Thomist 
philosophy is, of course, accepted without question. (121) 


PSYCHOLOGY AND MENTAL HEALTH. A Contribution to Developmental 
Psychology. J. A. Hadfield. Allen & Unwin, 18s. D8. 444 pages. Index. 
J. A. Hadfield, Lecturer in Psychopathology and Mental Hygiene in the University 
of London and late Director of Studies of the Tavistock Clinic, London, wrote the 
well-known text-book Psychology and Morals in 1923. He now offers, after more than 
twenty years of further practical and teaching experience, a well-written and compre- 
hensive guide to theoretical and clinical psychology. Unlike many psychologists he 
always describes the normal as well as the abnormal, and mental health, rather than 
disease, is his over-riding interest. This emphasis and the absence of any mystery or 
witch-doctor attitudes in his straightforward analysis of abnormal states and the psycho- 
logical cures for them should make his book understandable and acceptable to a wide 
public. In the field of psychology it is particularly true that ‘a little learning is a 
dangerous thing” and here is just the volume from which the layman can gain a solid 
and reliable basis for further study. (132.15) 


PSYCHOLOGY AND ART OF THE BLIND. G. Révész. Translated from the 
German by H. A. Wolff. Longmans, Green, 42s. sR8. 352 pages. 105 illus- 
trations. Bibliography. Index. 

Professor Révész, an experimental psychologist, presents in this book a scholarly 

study of ‘Laptics’, the perception of space and form by touch and by sensations of 

movement. The discussion of fundamental principles in this field is necessarily rather 
abstract but should be comprehensible to intelligent readers without much psycho- 
logical knowledge. Part I, “The Aesthetics of Form and the Art of the Blind’ is much 
more easily readable, dealing with actual examples of the creative activity of blind 


people (including some of a high order by distinguished blind sculptors) and is fully 
illustrated with photographs. (152.5) 


SEXUAL BEHAVIOUR IN socIETY. Alex Comfort. Duckworth, 8s.6d. 
C8. 158 pages. Bibliography. (Social Science Studies) 

Alex Comfort, Lecturer in Physiology in the London Hospital Medical School, 

well-known novelist and critic, and recent author of a stimulating series of broadcast 
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talks, The Pattern of the Future, here makes a remarkably successful attempt to 
discuss dispassionately the problems connected with sexual behaviour and the effects 
of these problems on organized society. His thesis is first that the present age is one of 
‘minimum outlet and maximum stimulation’ for sexual instincts, and that this results 
in anxiety and neuroses and in a tendency for neurotic types to attain power, thus 
perpetuating the situation; and second that ‘the objective of sexual studies today is 
therefore . . . to determine, on a basis of factual research, the types of conduct that are 
best suited to the realization of mental and physical health.’ His book is a contribution 
to this study and includes a useful bibliography of books by authors some of whom 
agree with the thesis and others who do not. (176) 


INTRODUCTION TO BERDYAEV. O. F. Clarke. Geoffrey Bles, 15s. sD8. 
192 pages. Frontispiece. Bibliography. Index. 
This is an admirably written study of Berdyaev’s life and of his philosophy. Due 
emphasis is given to the two equally important forces which determined his develop- 
ment—Russia and Christianity. This is a book which helps the reader to an under- 
standing not only of Berdyaev (1874-1948) but of all Russian literature including 
Dostoevsky and Tolstoy, and of the Orthodox Church. The first part gives the back- 
ground of Russian history against which Berdyaev grew up, and the second and 
longer part is an analysis of his philosophy. Two short book-lists are included; one of 
background reading, the other of Berdyaev’s own works. (199.47) 


RELIGION [AND THEOLOGY] 


IS GOD EVIDENT? Gerald Heard. Faber & Faber, 12s.6d. L.Post 8. 252 pages. 
Index. 


This book is described as ‘an essay towards a natural theology’, and, though the author 
understands by natural theology something other than the phrase conveys in orthodox 
Christian circles, it is an impressive piece of argument and deals with the themes of 
freedom and choice, of science and religion, being always lucid and interestingly 
written. (210) 


THE POCKET WILLIAM LAw. Edited by Arthur W. Hopkinson. Fore- 
word by the Archbishop of York. Latimer House, 6s. F8. 160 pages. 
There has lately been a revival of interest in William Law, the eighteenth-century 
Anglican theologian and mystic whose writings influenced many important Christians 
of his time, including John Wesley. In this elegant anthology the Rev. A. W. Hopkin- 
son has provided an excellent selection from Law’s writings, and has, by modernizing 
the punctuation, made it easier for modern readers to understand one of the seminal 
writers of that period. (230) 


THE CHURCH AND Music. An Enquiry into the History, the Nature, and 
the Scope of Christian Judgment on Music. Erik Routley. Duckworth, 9s 
sC8. 255 pages. Appendices. Index. 

The introduction to this book warns the reader not to expect a text-book cither of 

ecclesiastical or musical history, but rather an historical account of Christian thought 

about music, designed for both theologian and musician. The author, who is Lecturer 
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in Ecclesiastical History at Mansfield College, Oxford, devotes the first forty pages to 
an examination of the pre-Christian background, with reference to the Jewish, Greek 
and Roman cultures. He then proceeds to successive periods in the history of the 
Church from its earliest times. References and footnotes are liberally provided, and 
one appendix consists of relevant quotations from early Church authorities. There is 
also a note on the work of the Viennese musicologist, Schenker, and a list of hymn 
tunes referred to in the text. (246.7) 


CATHOLICISM. A Study of Dogma in Relation to the Corporate Destiny 
of Mankind. Henri de Lubac, S. J. Translated from the French by Lancelot 
C. Sheppard. Burns Oates & Washbourne, 15s. D8. 297 pages. Notes. 
Appendix. 

This is an English translation of a great book by a distinguished French Jesuit which 

deals with the theme of the relation of the Church and the whole of humanity. The 

book is remarkable in many ways, not least for the abundance of quotation from the 

Fathers and the medieval writers; many of the extracts are of great beauty and power. 

The book is well translated and finely produced and makes a classic of our times 

available to English-speaking peoples. (282) 


AFRICAN IDEAS OF GOD. A Symposium edited by Dr. Edwin W. Smith. 
Edinburgh House Press, 21s. D8. 317 pages. Bibliography. Index. 
This valuable study of African religion and the primitive concept of God is treated 
geographically—that is to say, there are twelve sections, each by a missionary or other 
expert, dealing with the tribes of South Africa, East, Central, and West Africa, and 
the Belgian Congo and Ruanda Urundi. There is a particularly valuable and interesting 
introduction in general terms entitled “The Whole Subject in Perspective’ by Dr. 
Smith, who also contributes the South African section. (291.21096) 


MEN AND Gops. Rex Warner. Macgibbon & Kee, 10s.6d. 1C8. 223 pages. 


Coloured frontispiece, 8 illustrations, and coloured chapter-headings by 

Elizabeth Corsellis. 
Mr. Warner has written a book which was much needed; he has retold, in a simple, 
vivid style, thirty-six stories from ancient Greek mythology, following Ovid’s 
Metamorphoses for most of them. Thev include many which have become proverbial— 
Pyramus and Thisbe, Baucis and Philemon, Ceres and Proserpine, The Golden Fleece, 
Echo and Narcissus, Theseus and the Minotaur, The Labours of Hercules, Midas, 
Oedipus, Cupid and Psyche, and others. A knowledge of these myths is essential to 
lovers of English poetry, which abounds in allusions to them, but in themselves they 
are, for readers of any age, among the most fascinating stories in the world. —_ (292) 


SOCIAL SCIENCES 
Sociology 


THE PROPER STUDY OF MANKIND. An Inquiry into the Science of 
Human Relations. Stuart Chase. Phoenix House, 16s. sD8. 288 pages. 
Bibliography. Index. 

Whenever new ideas are flying about in the intellectual atmosphere Stuart Chase is 

often the first author to give them expression in a form from which the layman can 
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discover what they are all about. He did it for semantics in The Tyranny of Words and 
now he has done it for social science in The Proper Study of Mankind. His theme, one of 
the most urgent and exciting of our time, is that the use of the scientific method may 
be applied to social problems and may solve the questions of human relations. The 
successes already achieved he describes in some detail, particularly those in the fields of 
labour management, vocational selection, and opinion polls. The author, contemporary 
and one time classmate of T. S. Eliot, is an economist, and succeeds admirably in 
conveying complicated ideas in a clear and lively style. (301.8) 


Statistics 
SOCIAL ACCOUNTS AND THE BUSINESS ENTERPRISE SECTOR OF 
THE NATIONAL ECONOMY. F. S. Bray. Cambridge University Press, 
10s.6d. R8. 108 pages. (University of Cambridge Department of Applied 
Economics Monographs No. 2) 
This monograph is intended for accountants and economists. It attempts to develop the 
business enterprise sector of Mr. Richard Stone’s memorandum on ‘Definition and 
Measurement of the National Income and Related Totals’ published in 1947 as an 
appendix to the report on “Measurement of National Income and the Construction of 
Social Accounts’ by the Sub-Committee on National Income Statistics of the League 
of Nations Committee of Statistical Experts. The monograph is concerned with the 
application of the double entry principle of book-keeping to the highly complex 
problem of preparing national statistics in account form. (311.2) 


PAPERS OF THE ROYAL COMMISSION ON POPULATION. Volume III. 
Report of the Economics Committee. H.M. Stationery Office, 1s.6d. sR8. 
68 pages. Paper bound. 

The Economics Committee was appointed in 1944 ‘to formulate for the assistance of 

the Royal Commission on Population the economic factors relevant to the Com- 

mission’s inquiry and generally to advise the Commission on the economic aspects of 

the inquiry’. Its members were the economists Sir Hubert D. Henderson, Mr. E. C. 

Ramsbottom, Professor Alexander Gray, Professor J. R. Hicks, Mr. W. B. Reddaway 

and Mrs. Joan Robinson. Their report deals with the economic consequences of the 

trend of population in Great Britain as estimated from the conditions prevailing in 

1945. (312.0942) 


Political Science 


THE TWENTIETH CENTURY. A Mid-way Account of the Western World. 
Hans Kohn. Gollancz, 12s.6d. C8. 254 pages. Index. 


Professor Kohn, Professor of History at Smith College, Massachusetts, U.S.A., and 
author of the outstanding book The Idea of Nationalism (1944), analyses the present 
challenge to Western civilization. He gives a brief history of the ideas that he considers 
are moulding the twentieth century. These ideas are nationalism and pacificism, 
racialism and imperialism, Communism and Fascism, individualism and collectivism, 
isolationism and world order, and he places their influence over the last fifty years in 
perspective. The main purpose of the book is to portray Europe to America and its 
merits from that standpoint are very considerable. But the necessary compression has 
resulted in some arbitrariness in the selection of material and in some superficiality. 


(320.9405) 
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REPORT OF THE COMMISSION OF ENQUIRY INTO THE DISORDERS 
IN THE EASTERN PROVINCES OF NIGERIA, NOVEMBER, I949. 
Colonial Office. H.M. Stationery Office, 1s.6d. sR8. 61 pages. Paper bound. 
(Colonial No. 256) 

REPORT OF THE COMMISSION OF ENQUIRY INTO THE DISORDERS 
IN THE EASTERN PROVINCES OF NIGERIA, NOVEMBER, 1949: 
EXCHANGE OF DESPATCHES BETWEEN THE GOVERNOR AND THE 
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES. Colonial Office. H.M. 
Stationery Office, 4d. sR8. 15 pages. Paper bound. (Colonial No. 257) 

The riots at Enugu Colliery in 1949, which received considerable publicity, led to 

further disturbances at other centres. A Commission of four members began in 

December to hold an inquiry into these riots, for it was recognized that the disturbance 

at Enugu, which began with a go-slow strike and ended in bloodshed, was not an 

isolated instance but a symptom of uneasy labour relations. The Commission deplore 
the use made of industrial disputes for political ends, and recommend the establish- 
ment of conciliation machinery which may prevent such disputes reaching a crisis 
where they become the pawn of politics. The exchange of despatches records the 
views of the Governor. (323.2669) 


THE COLONIAL TERRITORIES, 1949-1950. Colonial Office. H.M. 
Stationery Office, 4s. sSR8. 158 pages. Tables. Paper bound. (Command 
Paper 7958) 

The latest issue of this annual review of British Colonial territories covers the period 

from April 1949 to March 1950. It includes an outline of events of Colonial interest, 

a summary of political, economic, financial and social development throughout the 

Colonies and useful tabular material on these subjects. (325.342) 


THE WORLD DIPLOMATIC DIRECTORY AND WORLD DIPLOMATIC 
BIOGRAPHY, 1950. A Comprehensive Directory and Who's Who of 
the Diplomatic and Consular Professions of all Nations, including United 
Nations and Specialized Agencies Personnel. Edited by Remy Hefter. 
Drury Press, 84s. IM8. 992 pages. 

This is the first appearance of a new international work of reference which provides a 

comprehensive record of the members of the diplomatic and consular profession of all 

nations throughout the world. The Directory is arranged alphabetically by countries; 
under each country are listed the principal officials of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
followed by the diplomatic and consular representatives abroad. The postal and tele- 
graphic addresses and telephone numbers of the diplomatic missions and consular 
offices are given where available. There follow lists of the leading officials of the 

Secretariat of the United Nations and Specialized Agencies such as ILO, UNESCO, 

FAO, etc. The Biography contains the names of over 5,000 diplomats and consuls of all 

ranks and of every nationality. A list of national holidays in all parts of the world is 

also provided. (327.058) 

DOCUMENTS ON BRITISH FOREIGN POLICY 1919-1939. Second Series, 
Volume IV. 1932-3. Edited by E. L. Woodward and Rohan Butler, assisted 
by Margaret Lambert. H.M. Stationery Office,25s. R8. $97 pages. Appendices. 

This latest volume of documents selected from the Foreign Office archives is concerned 

with the history of the Disarmament Conference, the record of which concludes with 
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Mr. Ramsay MacDonald’s attempt to prevent its breakdown, with negotiations 
outside the conference, from 23 July 1932 to 16 March 1933, and with political deve- 
lopments in Germany in the critical period before and after the National Socialist 
Government’s assumption of power. For reasons of space, consideration of the situa- 
tion in the Far East, which is necessary to a complete account of the Disarmament 
Conference, has been deferred to later volumes. Much of the material on Disarmament 
here presented has been selected from sources hitherto unpublished and provides, 
therefore, a valuable field of reference supplementary to League of Nations publica- 
tions on the subject. Notable among the documents are the vivid dispatches and tele- 
grams of Sir Horace Rumbold, then British Ambassador in Berlin, which afford a 
unique conspectus of German affairs prior to the destructive assault by the Hitlerian 
régime on the foundations of democratic liberty. (327.42) 


THE PROGRESSIVE PARTY IN CANADA. W. L. Morton. University of 
Toronto Press (Toronto, Canada), $5.00. Oxford University Press (London), 
36s. D8. 344 pages. Appendix. (Social Credit in Alberta: Its Background and 
Development) 

The Progressive Party in Canada is the story of a political revolt, largely agrarian and 

in the west, against government in the interests of metropolitan, industrial, and eastern 

Canada. The present volume traces the rise, decline and fall of the Progressive party, 

which was finally established after the First World War, formed in actual numbers the 

second group in the House after the 1920 election, declined in the election of 1925 and 
was extinguished in that of 1926. The book is well documented, is supplied with 
index footnotes and includes an appendix giving the text of pertinent documents and 

a bibliographical essay which evaluates the source materials available. It also throws 

light from the Progressive point of view on important and controversial contemporary 

topics, such as labour relationship with the Progressive party and the King-Meighen 
constitutional issue of 1926. The latter is treated at some length, since the Progressive 
party had some influence on the turn of events. Although the party no longer exists, 
its influence, the author considers, is still felt in progressive policies. This volume is the 
first of a series of studies sponsored by the Canadian Social Science Research Council. 

(329.971) 

Economics 

INDUSTRY AND EMPLOYMENT IN SCOTLAND, 1949. Scottish Home 
Department. H.M. Stationery Office (Edinburgh), 3s. sR8. 80 pages. 17 illus- 
trations. Paper bound. (Command Paper 7937) 

This fourth annual review shows, by tabular statements, the part which Scotland is 

playing in the common economic effort of the United Kingdom, and in particular the 

continued importance of the iron and steel, ship-building and engineering industries. 

It gives details also of the state of employment, and the progress of housing, banking, 

insurance, public utilities and the tourist services. The illustrations show some of the 

recent impressive industrial achievements. (330.941) 


ECONOMIC SURVEY FOR 1950. H.M. Stationery Office, 1s. sR8. 52 pages. 
Appendix. Paper bound. (Command Paper 7915) 
Great Britain’s main economic tasks for 1949, as set out in the Survey for 1949, were 
to raise production and bring down costs, to continue the battle against inflation, and 
to continue to reduce the gold and dollar deficit. The present Survey shows how far 
these aims have been realized and estimates the prospects for 1950. An appendix 
details the progress in 1949 and the programmes and prospects for 1950 in the principal 
sectors of fixed investment. (330.942) 
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INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS IN GERMANY, 1945-1949. An Account of 
the Post-War Growth of Employers’ and Workers’ Organisations in the 
British Zone of Germany. Foreign Office. H.M. Stationery Office, 9d. sR8. 
26 pages. Paper bound. (Command Paper 7923) 

The United States, British and Russian Governments agreed at Potsdam in 1945 that, 

subject to the maintenance of military security, the formation of free trade unions in 

Germany should be permitted. This paper deals with the revival of trade unions, 

works councils and employers’ associations since that time in the British Zone, the 

development of the inter-zonal unity, and the relations with the trade union move- 
ments outside Germany. The announcement of the Military Government on the 

procedure for forming trade unions is given as an appendix. (331.880943) 


THE LAND OF BRITAIN. Its Use and Misuse. L. Dudley Stamp. 2nd 
edition. Longmans, Green, 45s. D4. 515 pages. 237 figures. Bibliography. 
Index. 

The Land Utilization Survey of Britain came into being in 1930, with the London 

School of Economics as headquarters, as a voluntary organization aiming at making a 

complete survey of Britain, to find out exactly for what purposes the surface of the 

country was being used. The work was organized on a county basis; large bodies of 
helpers were recruited, and by the end of 1935 the bulk of the field work was complete. 

The results were published, from 1936 to 1946, as The Land of Britain, a report in 

92 parts, one for each administrative county in England, Wales and Scotland. In this 

present volume the Director of the Survey, who is Professor of Social Geography in 

the University of London, summarizes its work and analyses its findings. (333.70942) 


THE LAW OF INCOME TAX. A Treatise Designed for the Use of the Tax- 
payer and his Advisers. E. M. Konstam. 11th edition. 2 vols. Stevens & 
Sons and Sweet & Maxwell, 168s. sR8. Vol. 1. 688 pages. Tables. Index. 
Vol. 2 loose-leaf binder, supplemented by loose-leaf service. 

A change in format of this well-established and authoritative work has been made for 

the present edition. The first volume is a text on the law in force while the second, in 

loose-leaf form, comprises sections containing annotations to the text (to be issued 
later), the principal Act of 1918, the Finance and other Acts since 1919, regulations and 
double taxation orders. The English law of income tax is complex and important 

changes are effected yearly so that a loose-leaf volume is not only a sensible, but a 

valuable, method of keeping the work up to date. The volume of text is a complete 

statement of the law to be found in statutes and in many thousands of decided cases 
and it deals with income tax and surtax, liability, allowances and reliefs, assessment, 
collection and recovery. It is extensively annotated. While the work is designed for the 
use of taxpayers and their legal and professional advisers it will serve the needs of all 
those desiring an exposition of this branch of English law. The author is a King’s 
Counsel and is a recognized authority on the subject. (336.2400037) 


AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS 1939 TO 1944: SCOTLAND. Part II. 
Prices, Index Numbers and Output of Agricultural Produce. Department 
of Agriculture for Scotland. H.M. Stationery Office (Edinburgh), 2s.6d. 
sR8. 130 pages. Paper bound. 

This volume is a companion to Agricultural Statistics (Scotland) 1939-44, Part 1, pub- 

lished in 1948. The two parts contain all the statistical information it is proposed to 
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publish on a Scotland basis and maintain continuity with the pre-war series of 


Agricultural Statistics (Scotland) the last of which related to 1938. Section A, dealing 
with Prices and Index Numbers, covers British corn, fat livestock, fat cattle, fat pigs, 
veal calves, milking cows and store stock, meat, provisions, potatoes, roots, moss 
litter, hay and straw, fruit and vegetables, wool, feeding stuffs, store livestock, and 
fertilizers. Section B, on Agricultural Output, covers the value of agricultural output, 
crops, fruit, vegetables, and livestock and livestock products. (338.10941) 


GRAIN CROPS. A Summary of Figures of Production and Trade relating to 
Wheat, Wheat Flour, Maize, Oats, Barley, Rye and Rice. Commonwealth 
Economic Committee: Intelligence Branch. H.M. Stationery Office, 5s. 
sC4. 178 pages. Appendices. Paper bound. 

Before the war this series was issued annually. The present volume covers as far as 

possible the war and post-war years up to 1948. Its detailed tables are specially arranged 

to show the volume of production and trade of grain in the countries of the British 

Commonwealth, singly and as a whole, but equally full information is given with 

regard to the remaining countries of the world. The two appendices give the govern- 

ment measures affecting cereals and the rates of import duties in certain countries. 
(338.1731) 

THE GROUNDNUT AFFAIR. Alan Wood. John Lane The Bodley Head, 
12s.6d. L.Post 8. 264 pages. 15 plates. Endpaper maps. Index. 

The publicity which this book received before publication has made it superfluous to 

comment on its contents. The author, socialist and journalist, was appointed Public 

Relations Officer to the Overseas Food Corporation in 1948 and resigned in September 

1949. This is his account of the groundnuts scheme—a story of failure, frustration, and 

inefficiency. Most of the higher executives are portrayed. The book will call forth 

criticism, resentment, praise and blame. At least it is a record of the initial years of a 

great pi meering experiment, perhaps more ill-served than ill-conceived. Like many 

experiments the end is not yet in sight. The book is valuable as the first of what will 
no doubt prove a multitude on the subject, though neither style nor ideas match the 

importance of the theme. (338.1735659) 

DAIRY PRODUCE. A Summary of Figures of Production, Trade and Con- 
sumption relating to Butter, Cheese, Preserved Milk, Casein, Eggs, Egg 
Products, Margarine. Commonwealth Economic Committee: Intelligence 
Branch. H.M. Stationery Office for The Commonwealth Economic Committee, 
ss. SC4. 134 pages. 63 tables. Appendices. Paper bound. 

This review presents in convenient form up-to-date summaries of production, inter- 

national trade and consumption, with special reference to the part played by the 

countries of the British Commonwealth of Nations. It includes statistics for 1947 and 

1948 as well as 1949 figures where available. (338.177) 


NATIONAL FILM FINANCE CORPORATION. Annual Report and State- 
ment of Accounts for the Year Ended March 31st, 1950, together with 
Statement of Accounts of the National Film Finance Co. Ltd., as at April 
11th, 1949. Board of Trade. H.M. Stationery Office, 6d. sR8. 23 pages. Paper 
bound. (Command Paper 7927) 

The National Film Finance Company, Ltd., was established by statute in October 

1948, to finance the production of films. It was superseded in April 1949, by the 
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National Film Finance Corporation, with Lord Reith as Chairman and Mr. J. H. 
Lawrie as Managing Director. This report states the Government’s objective with 
regard to the maintenance of British film production and describes the Corporation’s 
mode of operation. (338.92477914) 


NATIONAL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM, 


1946 TO 1949. Treasury. H.M. Stationery Office, 1s.6d. sR8. 70 pages. 

Paper bound. (Command Paper 7933) 
[he estimates given here are tabulated, for purposes of comparison, with the figures 
for 1938. Most of them have been built up from information collected by government 
departments and private organizations. Besides the national income as a whole they 
relate to personal income, personal expenditure and saving, capital formation and its 
financing, and the social accounts of the United Kingdom. Separate figures are given 
for the first time to show the amount of wages, salaries and other income derived from 
the main branches of economic activity. (339.342) 


Law 


HOW STATES ARE GOVERNED. A Guide to the Salient Features of 
Modern Constitutions. Ernest F. Row. Foreword by Barbara Ward. 
3rd edition. Pitman, 7s.6d. C8. 111 pages. Bibliography. Index. 

As now revised, this work gives the ordinary citizen a useful and brief summary of the 

various types of government existing in the world today. It explains, for example, the 

concepts of sovereignty, separation of powers, representation, party government, 
single-party government, second chambers, federal government and dictatorship, as 


well as defining the terms ‘state’ and ‘constitution’. Mr. Row is the author of Outline 
of Prussian History and The Ship of State. (342) 


THE JOURNAL OF CRIMINAL SCIENCE. A Collection of Papers issued 
from Time to Time under the Auspices of the Department of Criminal 
Science, Faculty of Law, University of Cambridge. Vol. Il.A syMPOsIUM 
ON THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE ACT, 1948. Edited by L. Radzinowicz 
and J. W. C. Turner. Macmillan, 18s. D8. 217 pages. 

The Criminal Justice Act of 1948 constitutes a landmark in English penal history and 

this volume, which is issued under the auspices of the department of Criminal Science, 

Faculty of Law of the University of Cambridge, consists of a symposium of the Act. 

It contains papers, written by experts, in which the effects of the Act are examined, 

namely, prison administration, the probation system, fines and their enforcement, the 

effect of the Act on the Borstal system, treatment of persistent offenders, medical 
aspects of the Act, changes in criminal procedure, finger-prints and after-care and 


supervision. Two other articles have also been included on ancillary matters in the 
Swiss and French systems. (343.0942) 


THE MADELEINE SMITH AFFAIR. Peter Hunt. Foreword by William 
Roughead. Carroll & Nicholson, 11s. D8. 222 pages. 13 illustrations. Biblio- 
graphy. 

In 1857 Madeleine Smith stood trial in Edinburgh accused of the murder of her lover 

by the administration of arsenic. After a sensational hearing the charge was found ‘not 

proven’, a verdict peculiar to Scottish law, and she was accordingly discharged. It was 
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a remarkable trial in many ways and the staid Victorians of the day were shocked by 
the disclosure of a long and passionate correspondence from the accused to her lover. 
It has ever since evoked considerable interest and varying opinions have been expressed 
as to Madeleine’s guilt or innocence. Much has already been written, but for this book 
use has been made of many letters hitherto unpublished. It is not so much a review of 
the trial itself but is more in the nature of a narrative of the events leading to the tragedy 
and gives a clear picture of the accused’s character and behaviour. It is well written 
and will prove a valuable contribution to the study of an amazing woman and her 
trial before a Scottish Court. A foreword has been contributed by the distinguished 
Scots lawyer, William Roughead. (343-1) 


CRIMINAL JUSTICE (SCOTLAND) ACT, 1949. Explanatory Memoran- 
dum. Scottish Home Department. H.M. Stationery Office (Edinburgh), 
od. sR8. 32 pages. Paper bound. 

The Criminal Justice (Scotland) Act of 1949 is a statute of far reaching importance. It 

effects considerable changes in the criminal law and administration of justice in Scotland, 

mainly in the matter of probation, young offenders, persistent offenders and the treat- 
ment of prisoners. It also abolishes certain obsolete sanctions, penal servitude and hard 
labour. This memorandum is intended to be a brief guide to the Act and, although it 
does not purport to interpret the Act authoritatively, it will be of much assistance to 
those desiring a short explanation and summary of the new law. (343-1) 


Administration 

PORTRAIT OF A PROFESSION. The Civil Service Tradition. Sir Edward 
Bridges. Cambridge University Press, 1s.6d. C8. 33 pages. Paper bound. 
(The Rede Lecture, 1950) 

Sir Edward Bridges, as Permanent Secretary to the Treasury, is head of the Civil 

Service. In this lecture, delivered before the University of Cambridge, he describes 

the higher staffs of the British Civil Service. He discusses them, not in terms of organi- 

zation or of administrative technique, but in those of training and tradition, outlook 

of mind and aspirations. He concludes that the service is one of the most worth while, 

but perhaps one of the least understood, of professions. (351.1) 


A PRIMER OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION. S. E. Finer. Muller, 6s. C8. 
160 pages. Bibliography. (Man and Society Series) 
The student, the civil servant and the general reader should find this a convenient 
handbook on the machinery of British government. It describes the many changes in 
the form of administration since 1900, particularly as regards the relations between 
Executive and Parliament. It explains the division of responsibility between central and 
local government, and discusses their staffing problems. Finally, it deals with the 
problem of control through Parliament and the courts of law. The author is Professor 
of Political Institutions at the University College of North Staffordshire, and was 
previously a lecturer in politics at Balliol College, Oxford. (354.42) 


Military and Naval Science 

DEFENCE OF THE WEST. Some Riddles of War and Peace. B. H. Liddell 
Hart. Cassell, 12s.6d. C8. 398 pages. Index. 

This book deals with the immediate problems of an effective “Defence of the West’ 

and with some basic problems of the human search for security against aggression. 
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The author begins by considering some of the principal puzzles of World War II 
and endeavours to get a projection from the past through the present into the future. 
In Part II he discusses what a future war would be like, the prospects of the survival of 
Great Britain and the defence of Western Europe. A survey of the armed forces of 
Russia and the defence resources of Britain comprises Part III. Current British military 
problems, with special reference to man-power and its use, are considered in Part IV, 
in which the author stresses the importance of the training of junior leaders in the 
science of warfare. Finally, he analyses the questions of conscription, an International 
Force and disarmament. His considerations and reflections lead him to certain con- 
victions which call for the careful and serious attention of all people to whom this 
question of defence is a vital one. (355) 


THE ROYAL NAVAL COLLEGE, DARTMOUTH. E. A. Hughes. Winchester 
Publications, 15s. R8. 176 pages. 39 photographs. 2 appendices. Index. 
The Royal Naval College is where officers of the Royal Navy begin their training as 
cadets, and in this book Mr. Hughes, who was a teacher there for thirty-seven years, 
tells its story. Although the College is not yet fifty years old, the connection of the 
town of Dartmouth with naval training goes back to the arrival of the training ship 
Britannia in 1863. In 1903 two R.N. Cadet Colleges were established under the 
Selborne Scheme; one at Osborne in the Isle of Wight where a cadet spent his first 
two years of training before going on to the other at Dartmouth in Devon for a further 
two years. At both colleges the curriculum included the normal instruction given at a 
public school as well as technical subjects, but the discipline was essentially naval. 
Cadets at Osborne were carefully observed as to their fitness for the Royal Navy and 
an average of ten per cent were rejected. After tracing the history of Osborne, which 
was closed down in 1921, the author deals in detail with the College at Dartmouth 
and lightens his account with anecdotes of the classroom and playing-field. The 
College was bombed during the Second World War and moved to Chester, returning 
in 1946 to its permanent home. (359.071242) 


Juvenile Delinquency Crime 


THESE OUR CHILDREN. An account of the home life and social environ- 
ment of children in an industrial slum district, having special reference to 
the problems of child neglect, juvenile delinquency and sub-standard 
family life: based on observations and records of social workers who lived 
in the district. Arthur T. Collis and Vera E. Poole. Gollancz, 8s.6d. 1C8. 
157 pages. Bibliography. 

The report in 1946 of the Care of Children Committee (Curtis Report) and the grow- 

ing concern about the increase of juvenile delinquency in Great Britain since the war 

has focused attention on the unsatisfactory home life of many of the nation’s children. 

This study by social workers in an English slum district shows the urgent need for the 

destruction and replanning of such areas, together with a co-ordinated policy of 

family welfare. The first section deals with the bad effects of overcrowding and neglect 
at home. The second deals with the children’s life in the streets. This is followed by 

a chapter on play centres, clubs, and playgrounds, and another on schools. Finally, the 

authors offer a number of suggestions for dealing with the problems they have been 

considering. They stress that the picture they have drawn refers to only a small propor- 
tion of the country’s children, and that the evils can be remedied if tackled with 

adequate understanding of their causes. (364.253) 
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THE YOUNG LAG. A Study in Crime. Sir Leo Page. Faber & Faber, 18s. D8. 
320 pages. Index. 
The author is a barrister and magistrate who has devoted his life to the study of crime, 
criminals and prison conditions. In his opinion wise and practical suggestions for the 
treatment of crime can best be built upon an understanding of individual offenders. 
This book is the result of a study of twenty-three male offenders between the ages of 
twenty and twenty-six whom he interviewed in prison. The first part contains an 
introduction and chapters on things as they are and on psychology. The second con- 
tains the case histories of the twenty-three prisoners set out in such a manner as clearly 
to indicate a most careful probing and investigation. The last part consists of a charac- 
ter sketch of a young lag, views on the causes of crime and a chapter on things as they 
might be in which Sir Leo makes certain recommendations as to the most likely 
remedies for the prevention of crime and the reform of young criminals. The opinions 
expressed and the recommendations made throughout the book are entitled to the 
greatest respect and consideration by all interested in the treatment and prevention of 
crime. A poor index does not, fortunately, detract from the value of the work. 
(364.372) 
Freemasonry 
FREEMASONS’ GUIDE AND COMPENDIUM. Bernard E. Jones. Foreword 
by J. Heron Lepper. Harrap, 30s. R8. 604 pages. 31 illustrations. 37 line 
drawings in text. Appendix. Bibliography. Index. 


In this book Mr. Bernard Jones purposes to give every mason the means of making 
daily advance in masonic knowledge. His long and varied experience in Freemasonry, 
his wide researches in masonic literature and his ability to systematize his material and 
present it plainly, fully equip him for his task. His approach to masonic practice, know- 
ledge and organization, as existing today, is historical, comparative and explanatory— 
in that order. Some of the many topics included in his wide survey are: the evolution 
of English Gothic architecture; the history of the medieval operative mason and the 
emergence of the speculative mason; the significance of parts of the ritual; the difficul- 
ties of the symbolism of the degrees and of the lodge equipment, and the difficulties 
in the meanings of obscure words and terms. The last three chapters deal respectively 
with Royal Arch Masonry, Mark Masonry and the additional degrees. There is an 
appreciative foreword by the Librarian and Curator to the United Grand Lodge of 
England. The excellent illustrations are appropriate to the text of a carefully con- 
structed book that will be welcomed by very many freemasons. (366.1) 


Insurance 

THE LAW OF INSURANCE: Life, Accident, Fire, Liability, Motor Vehicle 
and Guarantee. Founded on the work by James Biggs Porter. Sidney 
Preston and R. P. Colinvaux. Sweet & Maxwell, 45s. D8. 534 pages. 
Tables. Index. 


This book is founded on the work by J. B. Porter, the first edition of which was 
published in 1884. The late Sidney Preston, an authority on the subject, spent many 
years revising the edition of 1934, with the result that his work and that of Mr. 
Colinvaux, while based on Porter’s framework, is in fact a new book. It is devoted to 
the law of insurance relating to life, accident, fire, liability, motor vehicle and guarantee 
and is in three parts: policies of insurance, parties to insurance contracts and special 
types of insurance. Both case and statute law have been most carefully analysed and the 
result is a clear and complete exposition of the law in force in England. —_(368.00037) 
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1 Primus stove on board the primitive balsa raft that sailed over 4,000 
ific from Peru to Polynesia. An illustration from The Kon-Tiki Expedition 


above) by Thor Heyerdahl (Allen & Unwin) 
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Youth Service 
EIGHTY THOUSAND ADOLESCENTS. A study of young people in the 
city of Birmingham by the staff and students of Westhill Training College 
for the Edward Cadbury Charitable Trust, directed and described by 
Bryan H. Reed. Allen & Unwin, 12s.6d. C4. 196 pages. Photographs. 
18 figures. 62 tables. 
[he Rev. Bryan H. Reed, the Youth Tutor at Westhill Training College, describes 
and interprets in this book the results of the survey, undertaken under his direction by 
the staff and students of the college, of the lives of the young people of Birmingham, 
and of the various kinds of organizations catering for their leisure hours. To discover 
something of the home background, types of employ ment, and the social, spiritual, 
emotional and intellectual needs of adolescents, visits were paid to some hundreds of 
youth organizations and answers were given to a series of questions by over a thousand 
of the young people themselves. This well-documented survey attempts to assess the 
extent to which the provision made by Education Authorities, Clubs, Churches and 
other agencies is adequate. It calls attention to the importance of instructed leadership 
and a sense of purpose in the Youth Service, and the need for the integration of this 
service in the wider life of the community. (369.40942) 


Boy Scouts 


THE SCOUT MOVEMENT. E. E. Reynolds. Oxford University Press, 15s. 
D8. 242 pages. 22 illustrations. Index. 
This history of the first forty years of the Scout Movement was written at the sugges- 
tion of the Council of the Boy Scouts’ Association, who put all available records at the 
author’s disposal. As well as recounting the growth of Scouting from the time of the 
first Scout camp on Brownsea Island in Poole Harbour in August 1907, Mr. Reynolds, 
who has hhieneclf been active in the movement for over thirty ycars and has written a 
biography of Lord Baden-Powell, sets out also ‘to explain to all interested in the educa- 
tion and the training of boys the principles and methods on which Baden-Powell 
based his work’. (369.43) 


Education 


SIXTH-FORM CITIZENS. An inquiry of the Schools’ Committee of the 
Association for Education in Citizenship into the social content of sixth- 
form curricula. Oxford University Press, 10s.6d. C8. 303 pages. Bibliography 
of text-books. Tables. Index. 


This book inquires how, in the Sixth Forms of Grammar Schools, those studies 
specifically required for University and professional examinations can be combined 
with and balanced by the study and practice of the technique of citizenship to produce 
the right attitude to citizenship and a background of general knowledge. Material for 
the survey was collected partly by personal visits to Grammar Schools and partly by 
questionnaires, and many experiments and suggestions are set out in detail. In offering 
their conclusions and recommendations, the Committee stress that ‘we have no cut- 
and-dried solution to offer . . . every school must work out its own salvation . . . in 
this book we have tried to find out what the facts really are; what various schools are 
doing, how much time they do spend on education for citizenship, what contributions 
the various activities and subjects do, in fact, make. We hope that an analysis of this 
kind will make the experiences of some schools available for others.’ (373) 
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THE DIRECTORY OF MODERN SECONDARY SCHOOLS, ENGLAND 
AND WALES, 1950. Including junior secondary schools, Scotland, 
intermediate schools, Northern Ireland, and Local Education Authorities. 
The School Government Publishing Co., 8s.6d. D8. 160 pages. Paper bound. 

This is the first edition of a directory which lists the names, addresses and Head Teachers 

of Modern Secondary Schools. An introductory chapter describes the function of the 

Modern School and its place in English education, and shows how, with the Grammar 

and Technical Schools, it provides for the education of children from the age of 11. 

This is followed by a chapter on ‘Visual aids: progress and prospects’. The list of 

County Local Education Authorities and County Borough Local Education Authori- 

ties includes the address and telephone number of the Education Offices, and the 

name of the Chief Education Officer. (373-42) 


Commerce 

BELGIAN CONGO. Review of Commercial Conditions, September, 1949. 
Board of Trade. H.M. Stationery Office, 1s. L.Post 8. 36 pages. Map. Paper 
bound. 


After reviewing the general economy of the Congo this handbook states the principal 
items of export and import and the countries concerned. In dealing with the Congo as 
a market for imports it distinguishes between the demands of the European and the 
native population, and emphasizes that the monopoly of the native market, in particular, 
is held by a few big firms. A series of tables give details of trade by quality, value, and 
countries of origin and destination, and show the number of firms engaged in manu- 
facture and industry. (380.9675) 


OVERSEAS TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. Statistics relating to 
trade with sixty Overseas countries for the year 1949 with comparative 
figures for 1947 and 1948. H.M. Stationery Office, 6s. sFfol. 168 pages. 
Paper bound. 

The tables included in this volume have been prepared from the statistics published 

for 1949 in the monthly ‘Accounts relating to Trade and Navigation of the United 

Kingdom’ and make available, in advance of the publication of the Annual Statement 

of Trade, information about the composition of imports from and exports to sixty 

Commonwealth and foreign countries. The figures for 1949 are provisional. (382.42) 


Radio 
EUROPEAN BROADCASTING CONVENTION. With Copenhagen Plan, 
Protocols, Statements, Recommendation, Resolutions and Opinion. 
Copenhagen, 15th September, 1948. H.M. Stationery Office, 1s.6d. sR8. 
58 pages. Paper bound. (Treaty Series No. 30 (1950); Command Paper 7946) 
The text (in English, French and Russian) of the Convention concluded between 
Albania, Belgium, Byelorussia, Bulgaria, the Vatican City, Denmark, Finland, France, 
Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Monaco, Norway, Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, 
French Protectorates of Morocco and Tunisia, Yugoslavia, Roumania, the Ukraine, 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ircland, Swiss Confederation, 
Czechoslovakia and U.S.S.R. The Governments undertake not to use for their broad- 
casting stations situated in the European Broadcasting Area, in the bands provided for 
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in the Plan, any frequencies other than those mentioned in the Plan; neither to instal 
nor to put into operation, in the bands provided for, any broadcasting stations other 
than those mentioned in the Plan. The Copenhagen Plan (in English only) for the 
distribution of frequencies between the broadcasting stations of the European Broad- 
casung Area follows. (384.5) 


> 


EUROPEAN REGIONAL CONVENTION FOR THE MARITIME MOBILE 
RADIO SERVICE. With Copenhagen Plan, Statements, Resolution and 
Recommendations. Copenhagen, 17th September, 1948. H.M. Stationery 
Office, 1s. sR8. 42 pages. Paper bound. (Treaty Series No. 29 (1950); 
Command Paper 7947) 

The text (in English, French and Russian) of the Convention concluded between 

Belgium, Denmark, France, Greece, Ireland, Iceland, Italy, Monaco, Norway, 

Netherlands, Portugal, French Protectorates of Morocco and Tunisia, United King- 

dom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Sweden and Turkey. The Governments 

undertake not to use for their maritime mobile service stations situated in the European 
rca, in the bands provided for in the Plan, any frequencies other than those mentioned 
in the Plan; not to instal nor to put into operation, in the bands provided for, any 
maritime mobile service stations other than those mentioned in the Plan. The Conven- 
tion itself is followed by the Copenhagen Plan (in English only) for the distribution of 
frequencics. (384.5) 


Folklore 


FORTY-FIVE STORIES FROM THE DODEKANESE. Edited and translated 
from the MSS. of Jacob Zarraftis by R. M. Dawkins. Cambridge University 
Press, 105s. sR4. $72 pages. Glossary. Bibliography. Index. 


Some ten years ago Professor Dawkins was entrusted, for study and publication, with 
an extensive collection of Modern Greck folklore gathered in the Dodekanese islands 
of Kos, Leros, Kalymnos and Astypalaid. This material was originally the property of 
Dr. W. H. D. Rouse, who presented it to the Library of the Classical Faculty at 
Cambridge University, the most important item being the forty-five folk-tales printed 
in the present large and very handsome volume. These tales were taken down for 
Dr. Rouse by Mr. Jacob Zarrz aftis, a native of Kos, in the early part of the century, and 
Professor Da whe | has transcribed, translated, and annotated them, Mr. Zarraftis’s 
Greek text being given Op} vosite the translation. Professor Dawkins’s notes aim, not to 
set out the widest relations of the forty-five stories but rather, by a study of Greek 
variants and of what could be found among the folk-tales of Italy and the Nearer East, 
to fix their position in the whole corpus of tales from these regions. He considers that 
what we now have from the Dodekanese is a remnant still left to us of the stories told 
in Greck Asia Minor before the hellenism of that region was eclipsed by the advance 
of the Turks and finally brought to an end by them with the expulsions of 1923; if we 
further ask from what region the stories reached Asia Minor we may see in India at 
least an important source and centre of diffusion. Preceding the stories Professor 
Dawkins has provided three chapters discussing The Art of Story-telling in the 
Dodekanese; The General Context of the Forty-five Stories; and The Value of the 
Stories. There is a short chapter on the dialects, anda glossary. This scholarly work is, 
of course, addressed to the folklore specialist, but the stories themselves, in their lively 
translations, should appeal to the interested layman. (398.21) 
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PURE SCIENCE 


Arithmetic 


THE PRINCIPLES OF ARITHMETIC. A. Keith and J. Robertson. Blackie, 8s. 
C8. 287 pages. Index. (The Technique of Teaching Series) 
An examination at school level of the fundamental ideas of arithmetic, intended for 
students in Training Colleges and all those engaged in the teaching of arithmetic. The 
authors are Principal Lecturers in Mathematics, one at the Aberdeen and the other at 
the Glasgow Centre for the Training of Teachers. The book confines itself to the 
fundamental operations as applied to integers, fractions and compound quantities, and 
is presented in a style suitable to the adult reader rather than as ready-made lessons for 
the classroom. (511) 


Astronomy 
THE NATURE OF THE UNIVERSE. A Series of Broadcast Lectures. 
Fred Hoyle. Blackwell (Oxford), 5s. C8. 127 pages. Frontispiece. ¢ illustra- 
tions. Notes. 
The text of six broadcast talks giving a picture of the solar system and the universe in 
the light of contemporary knowledge. The subject is explained by an expert as clearly 
as non-technical language permits; not only the general reader, but also the non- 
astronomical specialist, will find this information not readily accessible elsewhere. For 
the sake of clarity, the treatment is necessarily rather dogmatic and language is stretched 
to breaking point in parts where mathematics alone can describe the subject matter. 
This is inevitable; the wonder is that so much has been expressed so well in everyday 
wording. Of interest to all enlightened readers. (523) 


Physics 

TEXTBOOK OF HEAT. R. W. Stewart and John Satterly. 3rd edition 
revised by H. N. V. Temperley. University Tutorial Press, 9s.6d. D8. 
424 pages. Illustrations. Map. Tables. Diagrams. Answers to exercises. 
Index. 

A revised edition of a comprehensive text-book on heat covering, roughly, the Inter- 

mediate University syllabus. New matter has been added on liquefaction of gases, and 

on meteorological applications of convection. Treatment is essentially physical with 

full descriptions of experiments and apparatus. Calculus is not used in the mathematical 

parts. Included are exercises and answers, worked examples, and examination ques- 

tions taken from University of London Intermediate Science or Engineering 

examinations. (536) 


THE PHYSICS OF HIGH PRESSURE. P. W. Bridgman. Corrected impres- 
sion with Supplement. Bell, 35s. D8. 453 pages. Illustrations. Plates. Tables. 
Diagrams. Bibliography. (International Textbooks of Exact Science) 

This edition is a photographic reprint of that of 1931 and, apart from the correction of 

minor misprints, differs from the latter in the following respects: on pages 177 to 183 

the earlier erroneous discussion of the compressibility of the five alkali metals, lithium, 

sodium, potassium, rubidium and caesium, is replaced completely by new material 
consisting of a discussion of the volume relations of the metals based on more recent 
measurements, up to 100,000 kg/cm*. A 43-page supplement has been added on some 
of the work done in the high-pressure field since 1931, principally that carried out by 
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the author himself. The bibliographical appendix listing papers by the author now 
goes up to 1948. The author is Hollis Professor of Mathematics and Natural Philo- 
sophy in Harvard University and his book is recognized as a standard treatise on the 
subject. (539) 
Radiochemistry 
A REVIEW OF RECENT ADVANCES IN X-RAY ANALYSIS. Sir W. 
Lawrence Bragg. THE IMPACT OF RADIO-ACTIVITY ON INORGANIC 
CHEMISTRY. H. J. Emeleus. Post Graduate Lectures Given to the Oil and 
Colour Chemists’ Association. Heffer (Cambridge) for the Oil and Colour 
Chemists’ Association, 12s.6d. D8. 99 pages. 10 illustrations. 26 text figures. 
Tables. Bibliographical notes. 
The series of small volumes of Post Graduate Lectures given to the Oil and Colour 
Chemists’ Association constitutes an excellent set of reviews of topics in advanced 
physical chemistry. Topics covered by Sir Lawrence Bragg’s lectures include the 
structure of metals and complex minerals, and the analysis of organic structures. The 
necessary theoretical background is most Jucidly presented, as it is also in the lectures 
by Professor Emeleus. These deal with many applications of tracer elements and with 
the chemistry of the trans-uranium elements, as well as with the more general aspects 
of the chemistry of the radio-elements. The printing, presentation and illustration are 
good, but there is no index (541.38) 


Prehistoric Archaeology Origin of Man 
A HUNDRED YEARS OF ARCHAEOLOGY. Glyn E. Daniel. Duckworth, 
21s. C8. 343 pages. 6 text figures. Bibliography. Glossary. Index. (The 
Hundred Years Series) 
The author, who is Lecturer in Archaeology in the University of Cambridge, is 
concerned with prehistoric archaeology and not with archaeology in its wider sense. 
He shows that our knowledge of prehistory is a direct result of the science of pre- 
historic archaeology which, as distinct from antiquarianism, has developed within the 
last hundred years. The book is packed with information on the great archaeologists of 
this period but accounts of the excavations are always related to their importance in 
the growth of the technique and method of this new science and to the gradual 
emergence of a knowledge of world prehistory which has radically altered man’s 
attitude towards the remote past. References to literature describing the discoveries 
are given throughout the book, thus guiding the serious student to further reading. A 
chronological table of the main events and publications and a short bibliography of 
sources dealing with the history of archacology are also provided. ($71) 


FURTHER EVIDENCE OF THE STRUCTURE OF THE STERKFONTEIN 
APE-MAN. R. Broom and J. T. Robinson. Transvaal Museum (Pretoria, 
South Africa), 42s. D4. 117 pages. Plates and diagrams. (Transvaal Museum 
Memoir No. 4) 


In 1936 fossil skulls later known as those of Plesianthropus were discovered in a cave 
at Sterkfontein, Western Transvaal, by Dr. Robert Broom. These and subsequent 
discoveries were described in his book South African Fossil Ape-man, published in 1946. 
The present monograph contains a detailed scientific description of the latest dis- 
coveries at Sterkfontein which, in Dr. Broom’s opinion, are “definitely more human 
than chimpanzee-like’—possibly, in fact, the famous ‘missing link’. ($73.2) 
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Botany 
THE BRITISH ISLANDS AND THEIR VEGETATION. Sir A. G. Tansley. 
2nd edition. 2 vols. Cambridge University Press, 63s. SuR8. 996 pages. 
418 photographs. 179 text-figures. Bibliographical references. Index. 
This two-volume edition of Sir A. G. Tansley’s classic work, besides being a great 
deal more convenient in its new form, includes corrections made since the original 
edition of 1939. It is divided into nine parts, of which the first two deal with the 
environment and the history of British vegetation, while in the remainder the vege- 
tation itself is described. Woodlands, grassland, and vegetation of various types of 
country are considered in turn, each with the completeness of detail expected in a 
separate monograph. The iliustrations will be of the greatest interest to overseas 
readers, who will certainly discover much that is new to them with regard to the 
vegetation of Britain. Yet it is not only as a guide to the clothing, as it were, of the 
face of the country that this book is valuable; it is also a classical example of how such 
a survey should be published, and is, moreover, in itself a complete example of an 
advanced text-book of plant ecology. It is safe to say that no botanical library should 
be without this great book, which is as handsome and well printed an example of 
high-class technical publishing as anyone could wish to see. (581.942) 


Zoology 
GUIDE TO BRITISH INSECTS. An Aid to Identification. B. D. Moreton. 
Macmillan, 8s.6d. C8. 196 pages. 96 figures (including plates and drawings). 
Bibliography. Glossary. Index of popular and scientific names. 
Intended chiefly for students of agriculture, young farmers, and others who wish to 
know something about insects, this book does not set out to be either a text-book of 
entomology or a work of reference and individual identification. The author aims 
rather to enable the reader to classify generally those types of insects he is likely to 
come across in the course of his day’s work, without worrying about species or even 
genera. To this end good simple keys are given, and these, with the numerous, excel- 
lently clear line drawings, should enable the reader to place any common insect at 
least in its correct order. After the gencral description of insect life histories, and the 
keys already mentioned, the orders of insects are briefly described, examples being 
illustrated with photograpbs. There is a bibliography and a useful glossary, and the 
book is well printed and convenient to handle. (595.70942) 


A MANUAL OF PRACTICAL VERTEBRATE MORPHOLOGY. J. i a 
Saunders and S. M. Manton. 2nd edition. Oxford University Press, 20s. R8. 
263 pages. Diagrams. Index. 

Students engaged in an clementary course of zoology will find in this manual, which 

first appeared in 1931, a useful stage-by-stage account of the dissections which are 

carried out during the study of the anatomy of certain vertebrate types. Mr. J. T. 

Saunders, M.A., who is a Fellow of Christ’s College, Cambridge University, and now 

Secretary General of the Faculties in that University, prepared the text, and Dr. 

Sidnie M. Manton, sc.D., F.R.S., Reader in Zoology at King’s College, London 

University, provided the illustrations. In this new edition, additional chapters on the 

vertebrate muscular system have been written by Dr. Margaret Brown, who is 

Demonstrator in Zoology at Girton College, Cambridge, and Dr. Manton has again 

provided the most am ply labelled diagrams to accompany the text. A brief account of 

the use of electric er di for the investigation of the action of individual muscles 
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in the frog is included in these chapters, and selected muscular systems of certain 


vertebrates illustrating the examples of head and neck movements have also been 
described. (596) 


REPTILES OF AUSTRALIA: Crocodiles, Snakes and Lizards. Charles 
Barrett. Cassell (Melbourne, Australia), 27s.6d. D8. 168 pages. $5 illustra- 
tions. Indexes. 


Designed as a popular account of Australian reptiles (excluding turtles and tortoises) 
this book is also a useful reference and scientific work. A general discussion of each 
type of reptile is followed by a detailed description of the more important families, 
attention being concentrated upon haunts, habits and life histories. The richness of 
Australian reptile life—crocodiles, lizards, goannas, geckoes, pythons, water snakes, 
tree snakes, sea snakes and the various poisonous varieties—as well as its oddities are 
represented in this volume. The author, a well-known naturalist in Australia and 
Fellow of the Royal Zoological Society, adds to his own observations those of other 
naturalists and zoologists by quoting from numerous publications with full acknow- 
ledgement, thus compensating for a lack of a bibliog raphy. The illustrations have 
been carefully chosen, and besides the general index there is an index to scientific 
names. (598.10994) 


USEFUL ARTS AND APPLIED SCIENCE 


Research Associations 


CO-OPERATIVE INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH. A Study of the Economic 
Aspects of the Research Associations Grant-aided by the Department of 
Scientific and Industrial Research. Ronald $. Edwards. Pitman, 20s. D8. 

299 pages. 15 tables. 7 appendices. Index. 

A scholarly and far-reaching examination of the economic aspects of the Research 

Associations grant-aided by the Department of Scientific and Industrial Research, by 

the Professor of Economics (Industrial Organization) in the University of London, 

who has now become a member of the Advisory Council for Scientific and Industrial 

Research. The book includes chapters on the theory and practice of co-operative 

research, the determination of subscriptions and the future of the Government grant, 

and the scope of research association programmes. (607) 


Medicine and Surgery 


STUDIES ON TUMOUR FORMATION. G. W. de P. Nicholson. Butterworth, 
63s. R8. 647 pages. Diagrams. Illustrations. References. Index. 
This work contains the collected papers of the late Professor Nicholson on “Tumour 
Studies’ which appeare -d in Guy’s Hospital Reports between 1922 and 1938; he was 
then on the staff at that hospital, where he remained until his retirement in 1944. The 
twenty papers cover a W ide range of subjects within this field, including the general 
structure of tumours, minor malformations, | heterotopia of tissues, metaplasia, mixed 
tumours, and the tcratomas. It was the author’s intention to amend parts of his early 
papers to accord with the modified views engendered by later experience, but death 
intervened before he could do so. His former colleagues at the hospital therefore 
decided to reprint the papers in their original form without any modification, and 
illustrated with Nicholson’s own accurate and clear drawings. Pathologists will find 
this book of great interest and a classic work on tumour research. (612.6054) 


615 











HUMAN MILK. Wartime Studies of Certain Vitamins and Other Consti- 
tuents. S. K. Kon and E. H. Mawson. H.M. Stationery Office, 4s.6d. sR8. 
188 pages. Paper bound. (Medical Research Council Special Report Series 
No. 269) 

This is a study of the effect of nutritional changes and other factors on the composition 

of human milk; it involved three dietary surveys and the collection and analysis of 

more than 2,000 single samples over four years. The work forms the most compre- 
hensive attempt so far to assemble average values for the constituents of milk. Special 
attention is given to the vitamin constituents, and the age and parity of the mother on 
composition are also assessed. Many valuable details of precautions to be taken against 
sampling errors are given. (612.6641) 


THE PHYSICAL BASIS OF MIND. A Series of Broadcast Talks. Edited by 
Peter Laslett. Blackwell (Oxford), 5s. C8. 87 pages. 
The authors of these talks attempt to explain the physiology of the brain and to inform 
the layman of the present state of research into the problem “What happens when we 
think’. The essays are too condensed to make easy reading but are well worth master- 
ing. The B.B.C. is to be congratulated on gathering together experts of the front rank, 
whose thought and work are not easily available to the general public, to summarize 
their own research on a question of great complexity and fascinating interest. Among 
the authors are Sir Charles Sherrington, Nobel Laureate; E. D. Adrian, author of The 
Physical Basis of Perception; W. E. Le Gros Clark, Professor of Anatomy in the Univer- 
sity of Oxford; $. Zuckerman, author of The Mentality of Man; Viscount Samuel; 
and A. J. Ayer, Professor of Philosophy of Mind and Logic in the University of 
London. (612.82) 


TROPICAL HYGIENE AND SANITATION. A Course of Study and a 
Reference Book for Sanitary Inspectors in the Tropics. H. Jordan, } F. 
Mitchell and G. H. E. Hopkins. 2nd edition. Baillitre, Tindall & Cox, 5s. 
sF8. 369 pages. Diagrams. Tables. Appendices. Index. (Bailliére’s Elementary 
Tropical Handbooks) 

The first edition of this manual (1939), which was highly praised by those competent 

to judge, was written specially for the instruction of Africans in training for the Sani- 

tary Inspectors’ Certificate of the Royal Sanitary Institute. In this second edition the 
scope has been extended to make it suitable for students in any tropical or sub-tropical 
country. All three authors are well qualified for their tasks: Mr. Jordan is a Member of 
the Royal Sanitary Institute and was formerly Instructor in Hygiene in the Uganda 

Medical Service; Dr. Mitchell, the author of the section on communicable diseases, 

was formerly Medical Superintendent and Principal of the Uganda Medical Depart- 

ment; Mr. Hopkins, who wrote the section on medical entomology, was formerly 

Senior Entomologist in the Uganda Medical Department. This section has been 

revised and enlarged by Dr. Garnham, Reader in Medical Parasitology in the Univer- 

sity of London. The style is practical and concise and the book can be recommended 

to the kind of student for whom it is intended. (613.11) 


EPIDEMIOLOGY IN COUNTRY PRACTICE. W. N. Pickles. Re-issue. 
Wright (Bristol), 10s.6d. D8. 120 pages. 3 illustrations. 3 figures. 11 charts. 
Bibliography. Index. 

This admirable contribution to the study of epidemiology was first published in 

1939. It now reappears virtually as it was when first issued. The author, who is 
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Medical Officer of Health in the Aysgarth Rural District of Yorkshire, here presents 
his recorded observations of the course of the infectious diseases epidemics which 
occurred during the course of his duty as a country general practitioner. He has done 
this to stimulate the interest of the country practitioner in epidemiology and to show 
him how a country practice provides the most suitable groundwork for study. The 
methods used to record the outbreaks are well and clearly described. (614.4942) 


A STUDY OF DIPHTHERIA IN TWO AREAS OF GREAT BRITAIN. 
Sir Percival Hartley and others. H.M. Stationery Office, 4s. sR8. 170 pages. 
Tables. Charts. References. Paper bound. (Medical Research Cvuncil 
Special Report Series, No. 272) 

A record of the bacteriological and immunological findings of two independent 

groups of workers during outbreaks of diphtheria on Tyneside and at Dundee. The 

investigation arose out of a plan to consider mass immunization against diphtheria. 

Particular attention is given to the occurrence of the disease in inoculated persons, 

also to the antitoxin concentration in the serum of inoculated and uninoculated 

patients and other persons, and to the relation of this to the severity, incidence and 

type of the disease. (614.512) 


PRACTICAL PROCEDURES IN CLINICAL MEDICINE. R. I. S. Bayliss. 
Churchill, 25s. D8. 453 pages. Illustrations. Tables. References. Index. 
The title aptly describes the content of this comprehensive work in which the Medical 
Tutor and Senior Medical Registrar, Postgraduate Medical School of London, gathers 
together in one volume information hither erto scattered throughout reference books and 
periodicals. The practical procedures generally used in the diagnosis and treatment of 
medical patients are fully and carefully described, and include techniques employed in 
minor operations, such as lumbar puncture, artificial pneumothorax, aspiration of the 
chest, radiological investigations and simple biochemical tests, now part of the routine 
examination of the patient. Tests which in an emergency the clinician may himself 
have to perform are also described. The contents of the book are arranged according to 
the disorders of the various parts of the body, and in addition there are chapters on 
Injections and the Collection of Blood, Parenteral Infusions, and Radiology in 
Clinical Medicine. A useful final chapter entitled Miscellanea gives information on 
such subjects as atomic weights, on dietetics, post-mortem weights, vaccines, and 
therapeutic sera. The book, intended primarily for senior students, medical registrars 
and practitioners is a neat and well produced volume. (616) 


MAJOR SYMPTOMS IN CLINICAL MEDICINE. Vol. 1. John Almeyda. 
Foreword by Sir Adolphe Abrahams. Kimpton, 25s. IM8. 392 pages. 
185 illustrations (10 in colour). 13 charts. Index. 


A clear style and excellent illustrations add to the value of Dr. Almeyda’s elucidation 
of the complex subject, diagnosis. The work is to appear in two volumes and is directed 
to postgraduate students and practitioners, and is also fundamental enough to fulfil 
the requirements of the medical student. The aim which Dr. Almeyda, Senior Regis- 
trar, Royal Chest Hospital, London, achieves by adopting a logical arrangement of 
subject matter, is to provide the reader with one comprehensive book in which he 
will find a definition of each symptom, its anatomical and physiological aspects, 
mechanism, classification, significance and mode of investigation. (616.075) 
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MODERN PRACTICE IN DERMATOLOGY, 1950. Edited byG. B. Mitchell- 
Heggs. Butterworth, 63s. R8. 862 pages. Illustrations, including colour 
plates. References. Index. (Modern Practice Series) 


The editor of this, the fourth work to appear in this new series, has produced an 
exhaustive reference book conforming to the high standard set by its predecessors. The 
eminent contributors, who are drawn from the United Kingdom and Common- 
wealth, write comprehensively on the major and minor skin diseases, on the cutancous 
manifestations of gencral disease and on disorders of the skin associated with avitamin- 
osis. Separate chapters are devoted to the social and pharmaceutical aspects of 
dermatology, to physiotherapy and radiotherapy. The book is well illustrated and 
documented and is a fine example of medical publication. (616.5) 


EMERGENCY SURGERY. Part 3. Hamilton Bailey, assisted by Norman M. 
Matheson. 6th edition. Wright (Bristol), 21s. R8. 172 pages. 247 illustrations. 
References. 

Part 3 of this beautifully illustrated reference book, which will be complete in five 

parts, deals with the male and female generative system, abdominal emergencies in 

the tropics, faecal fistulae, post-operative complications and phlebothrombosis decubiti. 

The less experienced surgeon for whom it is intended will find the brief text eminently 

readable and illuminated by the profuse illustrations, many of them coloured. 

References are given at the end of each chapter to recent work and to the fundamental 

literature of the subject. (617.4) 


CAUSES OF BLINDNESS IN ENGLAND AND WALES. Amold Sorsby. 
H.M. Stationery Office, 1s.6d. sR8. 42 pages. 7 tables. Paper bound. (Medical 
Research Council Memorandum No. 24) 


Based on an analysis of nearly 20,000 certificates issued under the Blind Persons Act 
of 1920, this Memorandum contains the first comprehensive survey of the causes of 
blindness in England and Wales. There is a full discussion of the relative significance of 
the different causes and of the changes that have occurred during recent years. In his 
concluding section the author considers the prospects for the future and the desira- 
bility of revising the present definition of blindness. (617.7) 


/ 


Engineering: Mechanical 
BRITISH STEAM HORSES. George Dow. Phoenix House, 12s.6d. ID8. 
128 pages. $7 illustrations. 7 diagrams. Appendices. Index. 
Mr. Dow, who is Public Relations Officer of the London Midland Region of British 
Railways, has presented a simple account of the steam locomotive ‘for enthusiasts of 
every age’. Some of his photographs are new, many are excellent, and the point of his 
narrative, which concerns designing, building and running, is to show how well the 
“steam horse’ has done in its long history, particularly in the immediate pre-war years. 
Mr. Dow presents a pleasing composite picture of an era which is now passing, for 
the steam horse is giving way in most parts of the world to diesel and electric traction. 
Many will regret that this is so, and will welcome such books as this as forming a 
concrete record of a form of transport which has long meant much to Britain. 
(621.13) 
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AN INTRODUCTION TO THE THEORY AND DESIGN OF ELECTRIC 
WAVE FILTERS. Frank Scowen. Foreword by Sir Archibald J. Gill. 2nd 
edition, revised. Chapman & Hall, 18s. D8. 199 pages. Tables. Diagrams. 
Bibliography. Index. 

Chis is a good theoretical and practical book for the designer of electric wave filters. 

There is an introduction giving the mathematics employed in electric circuit theory. 

The fundamental theory of filters is then given and is illustrated by some numerical 

examples. There is a short section on crystal filters. Darlington’s insertion-loss method 

of filter design is included in this edition. (621.38413382) 

STATIONARY COMPRESSION IGNITION ENGINES: PRINCIPLES AND 
APPLICATIONS. C. H. Bradbury. Foreword by Sir Harry Ricardo. Spon, 
248. M8. 226 pages. 15 plates. 142 illustrations. 19 tables. Bibliography. 
Index. (Mechanical Engineering Series) 

A useful and comprehensive book by an engineer with a wide experience in oil-engine 

rescarch and development covering, from the double aspect of designer and student, 

the general problems associated with stationary compression ignition engines, in- 
cluding Combustion; Fuel System; and Cylinder Charging. There are sections on 

Torsional Vibrations and the associated subject of Fluid Couplings; Balancing; and 

Foundations and Flexible Mountings. A section on Noise and its Elimination is pre- 

sented dealing with noise levels and intensities and their measurement and interpreta- 

tion. Engine Operation is dealt with in sections on Maintenance; Indicators; and 

Parallel Operation of A.C. and D.C. machines. (621.43) 

—— Naval 

THREE MILE LIMIT. Shipping seen from Britain’s coasts. David Cobb. 
Phoenix House, 12s.6d. D8. 126 pages. $0 illustrations. Glossary. 

As the title implies, this book is a review of the endless variety of craft that can be seen 

round the British coast-line, and it would be hard to name a type of vessel which is not 

mentioned. Beginning in the Thames with its lighters, tugs and sailing-barges, the 
author travels clockwise round the coast covering in turn luggers at Deal, naval 
vessels and ocean liners at Portsmouth and Southampton, and then to the West 

Country with its Brixham trawlers, Devon schooners, Penzance luggers, Falmouth 

quay punts, Bristol cutters and deep-sea ships. Moving along the Welsh coast with its 

colliers and coastal shipping, he goes on to tell of the puffers, fifics and zulus of the 
deep waters of Western Scotland. He then turns south and shows the effect of the 
shallow waters and rough seas of the east coast on local design, on steam-trawlers, 
drifters, cobles, oyster smacks, billy boys, mules, and many others. It is a book for 
landsman and seaman alike, and the text is admirably illustrated by many fine-line 
drawings by the author, who is an established artist as well as a salt-water sailor. 
(623.82) 
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—— Roads 

THE COMPACTION OF soIL. A Study of the Performance of Plant. 
F. H. P. Williams and D. J. Maclean for the Department of Scientific and 
Industrial Research: Road Research Laboratory. H.M. Stationery Office, 
1s.6d. sR8. 52 pages. 8 plates. 24 figures. References. Appendix. Paper 
bound. (Road Research Technical Paper No. 17) 

The greatest advance in road-building in recent years has been in the use of soil as an 

enginecring material; itis now accepted that the soil beneath the road must be examined, 
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assessed and, if necessary, brought by artificial means to the condition in which it will 
afford the greatest possible support to the pavement. In several countries a great deal 
of study has been devoted to the use of rollers and other types of compacting 
machinery for bringing the soil to the desired condition. The present paper, written 
from a scientific point of view, describes investigations concerned to find out the best 
ways of using existing types of plant; but it has produced information which should 
also assist manufacturers to improve design. While the investigation was directed 
primarily towards the problems of road construction the results are relevant to other 
civil engineering structures such as earth dams, levees and railway embankments, and 
should prove useful in this wider field. (625.73) 


CONCRETE KERBS: CAUSES AND PREVENTION OF FAILURES. 
J. A. Loe for the Department of Scientific and Industrial Research: Road 
Research Laboratory. H.M. Stationery Office, 9d. sR8. 22 pages. 2 plates. 
7 figures. 4 tables. Appendices. Paper bound. (Road Research Technical 
Paper No. 18) 


Although precast concrete kerbs have been widely used in road construction and have 
generally given satisfactory service, failures of isolated kerbs or lengths of kerbing 
have not been uncommon and the causes of failure have generally not been clear. The 
investigation described in this paper was put in hand in the autumn of 1946 with the 
object ‘of finding the causes of failure and suggesting remedies. Most of the failures 
were traced to readily remediable errors in manufacture, the most common error 
being the use of concrete having too high a water/cement ratio. Practical suggestions 
for avoiding these errors are included in the paper. Two series of tests were carried out 
and are here described: laboratory tests on samples of sound and damaged kerbs taken 
from roads, and transverse loading tests on new kerbs. (625.888) 


Aeronautics 

MODERN AIRCRAFT DESIGN. J. L. Nayler. Temple Press, 8s.6d. C8. 12 
pages. 23 plates. 4 diagrams. Bibliography. (Technical Trends Series) 

A clear outline of all stages in producing an aircraft, with summary of current position 

and problems, for the general reader. Few people are better equipped to take a balanced 


view of this complicated field than the author, who is Secretary to the Aeronautical 
Research Council. The book is well up to the high standard of this series. (629.134) 


INTERPLANETARY FLIGHT. An Introduction to Astronautics. A. C. Clarke. 
Temple Press, 8s.6d. C8. 172 pages. Frontispiece. Illustrations. Diagrams. 
Tables. Bibliography. Index. (Technical Trends Series) 


A clear and well articulated survey of astronautics by a pioneer in rocket development. 
Enough is known at the moment to predict in outline the methods by which the 
problems will be solved, and some idea can be given of general conditions on the 
moon and planets. This the author has presented in a clear and non-technical way, with 
an appendix giving the basic mathematical formulae for those who prefer them. 
Illustrations in line and continuous tone are well done, and the information is clearly 
tabulated. The book, which is very well produced, should interest most intelligent 
people. (629.1388) 
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Motor Vehicles 


ROYAL ENFIELD MOTOR CYCLES. A Practical Guide for Owners and 
Repairers. C. E. A. Booker. 2nd edition. C. Arthur Pearson, 5s. C8. 
186 pages. 43 diagrams. Index. (Motor Cycle Maintenance and Repair 
Series) 

Although no details of pre-1937 machines are included, the basic principles of mainte- 

nance of Royal Enfield motor-cycles are expanded in a manner sufficient to cover all 

earlier models. The division into three sections dealing respectively with the four- 
stroke, the popular two-stroke, and, thirdly, the post-war ‘Bullet’ and s00 cc. twin, 


is typical of the methodical manner of approach, which makes this little volume of 
outstanding value and utility. (629.2275) 


B.S.A. MOTOR cCycLeEs. A Practical Guide Covering All Models from 
1931. D. W. Munro. Reprint of 2nd edition. C. Arthur Pearson, 5s. C8. 
153 pages. 51 illustrations. Index. (Motor Cycle Maintenance and Repair 
Series) 

Supplemented by a series of practical photographs and well-defined diagrams, this 

volume contains the answers to all the problems of maintenance which may beset the 

B.S.A. owner (irrespective of the age of his machine). Catering for owners of old 

machines is complementary to such chapters as those dealing with high-speed tuning 


and in this second edition a chapter devoted to the increasingly popular ‘Bantam’ 
which is a veritable handbook in itself. (629.2275) 


ARIEL MOTOR CYCLES. A Practical Guide Covering all Models from 1933. 
C. W. Waller. 2nd edition, reprinted. C. Arthur Pearson, 5s. C8. 150 pages. 
39 illustrations and diagrams. Tables. Appendix. Index. (Motor Cycle 
Maintenance and Repair Series) 


It is not surprising that the first chapter of this book is devoted exclusively to the 
famous ‘Square Four’ (which first appeared in 1933 and is still leader in the field of 
long distance fast turning road work). In succeeding chapters the author gives a clear 
maintenance method for all Ariel machines, with a short section on tuning the Red 
Hunter for trials and competitions. In common with the companion volumes of this 
series there is a most useful section on Electrical Equipment, and an appendix of 
technical data for all post-1936 machines. (629.2275) 


Agriculture Rural Life 


THE SMALLHOLDERS POCKET GUIDE. Edited by S. A. Maycock. 


C. Arthur Pearson, 5s. 3} X § inches. 286 pages. Illustrations. Tables. Index. 
This remarkably useful and compact little book consists almost entirely of tabulated 
information dealing with every aspect of agriculture likely to interest the smallholder. 
A separate section is devoted to each type of small livestock, with a general one for 
cattle, horses, etc., and for the crops of the larger farm, and another for market 
gardening. Typical headings are Crops to use for Silage; Commercial Poultry Crosses; 
What Light Tractors Can Do; Dogs and the Law. The very small format, clean type 
and good lay-out make it easy to use; it is the most valuable pocket-book for any 
smallholder. (630) 
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THE COUNTRY COMPANION. A Practical Dictionary of Rural Life and 
Work. F. D. Smith and Barbara Wilcox. A. & C. Black, 18s. M8 
384 pages. 8 colour plates. 54 photographs, many drawings. 


An extremely useful and comprehensive compendium of information on practically 
every aspect of country life, arranged in dictionary form for ease of reference. It 
covers general farming—the raising of crops and livestock, and leading data in hus- 
bandry—incubation periods of eggs, duration of pregnancies, mating times and seasons; 
smallholdings, and the branches appropriate to them such as vegetables, poultry, bees 
and fruit; pest control; sport; wild life; co-operative socictics, clubs, and research 
associations; agricultural implements; water, sanitation, heat and light; weather; rights 
and duties; domestic matters such as preserving fruit and vegeti ables, preparing game, 
making wine, butter and cheese; the powers of Authorities; and rural customs and 
superstitions. Practically everything one can think of that is associated with country 
life is here, and although the information applies to Britain much of it is of general 
application and just as useful elsewhere. (630.1) 


GRAIN STORAGE IN EAST AND CENTRAL AFRICA. Report of a Survey 
(Oct. 1948 to Jan. 1949). T. A. Oxley for the Colonial Office. H.M. 
Stationery Office, 3s. sR8. 48 pages. 41 plates. Paper bound. (Colonial 
Research Publications No. $) 


From October 1948 to January 1949 Mr. T. A. Oxley carried out, at the request of the 
Colonial Office, a sample survey of problems of grain storage under tropical condi- 
tions; for this purpose he visited Kenya, Uganda, Tanganyika, Southern Rhodesia, 
Northern Rhodesia, Nyasaland and the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan. The terms of reference 
for the survey were (1) to study existing types of storage, particularly any semi-large 
scale storage under skilled management, giving special attention to the respects in 
which it is inadequate, and attempting to analyse failures on a scientific basis; (2) to 
gain personal contact and to discuss proposals with those in various parts of the area 
concerned who have had experience of the problem and given thought to it; (3) to 
summarize the knowledge and experience of entomologists, engineers and agricultur- 
ists, who see the problem from different points of view. The report discusses the 
urgency of the grain storage problem, the purposes of storage, cost of equipment for 
drying and storage, losses in storage, insect infestation in stored grain, insecticidal 
techniques and materials, experiences with various methods of storage, and rodent 
pests of stored grain. The information here put forward should be of value not only to 
those in the territories concerned, but in the Colonial Empire generally. (633.1) 


THE CACTUS GROWER’S GUIDE. Vera Higgins. Latimer House, 7s.6d. 
C8. 120 pages. 1 plate. 10 line drawings. Index. (New Gardening Series) 
This is a useful little book, especially for the beginner who wishes to know more about 
Cacti and other succulents (the latter are included in a separate chapter) before em- 
barking upon a study, and the cultivation, of them. After general introductory chapters, 
details of desert and epiphytic cacti are given, and the cultivation and propagation of 
all types discussed. A useful chapter gives advice on how to build up a collection of 
these attractive plants, and there is a good index. The illustrations, like the text, are 
simple and straightforward and the whole book is especially suitable for the amateur 
who wishes to acquire as much information as possible in a short time and with a 
minimum of scientific terms. (635.033471) 
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Cookery 


A BOOK OF MEDITERRANEAN FOOD. Elizabeth David. Lehmann, 1os.6d. 
IC8. 191 pages. Drawings by John Minton. Index. 
‘With this selection of Mediterranean dishes’, says the author, “I hope to give some 
idea of the lovely cookery of those regions to people who do not already know them 
and to stir the memories of those who have eaten this food on its native shores.’ Her 
selection is varied a little with some classic dishes and recipes from parts of France 
other than those bordering the Mediterranean. A special chapter is devoted to dishes 
which constitute a meal in themselves, such as Paélla, Cassoulets and Pilaffs, and another 
to cold food. The author has preferred to give the authentic recipes and leave it to the 
resourceful cook to improvise her own substitutes when necessary. Now and again a 
recipe difficult to achieve in these days is followed by a simplified version. There are 
few among those interested in cookery who will not want to try their hand at some of 
the delectable recipes included here. Additional interest is provided by information on 
the gastronomic habits of the countries concerned and by extracts from famous 
authors consisting of descriptions of memorable meals or disquisitions on the culinary 
art and the way to enjoy a meal. John Minton’s illustrations are a happy accompani- 
ment to the text. (641.594) 
TANTE MARIE'S FRENCH KITCHEN. Translated and adapted by Charlotte 
Turgeon. Nicholas Kaye, 12s.6d. C8. 327 pages. 3 colour plates. Decora- 
tions by Julian Brazelton. English index. French index. Coloured end- 
papers. 
This is the first English translation of a cookery book as familiar in France as Mrs. 
Beeton’s is in England. French home cooking includes a wide variety of foods, and 
this volume contains recipes for everything from hors-d’ceuvre to home-made 
liqueurs, but there is nothing in it too difficult for the ordinary housewife. It is written 
for homes in which one is obliged to consider time and money, and the recipes are 
explained in terms that can be clearly understood, even by those unaccustomed to 
cooking. In preparing the book for use outside France, liberties of addition and omis- 
sion have been taken and measurements and methods have been adapted according to 
modern standards. Both English and French names of each recipe are given. The 
French proverbs scattered throughout the text do not appear in the original Tante 
Marie. To aid its use in the kitchen, the book is bound in washable cloth. (641.5944) 


Chemic Technology 

VINEGAR pRoDucTS. S. V. Poultney. Foreword by Eric Chilman. 
Chapman & Hall, 12s.6d. D8. 126 pages. Plates. Diagrams. Index. 

This book is based on a series of articles previously published in a trade journal and 

written by an acknowledged expert. It deals in a practical manner with the manufac- 

ture of pickles, sauces and related products. Raw materials are discussed and many 

recipes are given with details of manufacturing procedure. Numerous plates illus- 

trating essential plant are included. (664.5) 

PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS OF RECENT LAC RESEARCH. Edited by 
H. K. Sen and M. Venugopalan. 2nd edition, revised and enlarged. 
Orient Longmans (Calcutta, India), 12s.6d. C4. 129 pages. Coloured frontis- 
piece. 25 illustrations. Bibliography. Appendices. 

The authors have worked for many years in the field of lac research, and this book 


contains much valuable information that should stimulate interest in the applications 
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of this valuable raw material. The new edition includes details of recent developments 
of rubbery and flexible materials from lac by reaction with fatty acids. The authors 
are well aware of the thorny problem of costs, and have included a great deal of 
information on this problem, although they admit that considerable recalculation of 
their figures by the prospective manufacturer would really be necessary. (667.7) 


PHENOLIC RESINS: THEIR CHEMISTRY AND TECHNOLOGY. P. 
Robitschek and A. Lewin. Iliffe for ‘British Plastics’, 30s. D8. 261 pages. 
16 illustrations. 121 figures. 49 tables. References. Index. 

This covers the chemistry and technology of the largest section of the plastics industry. 

It is a well arranged digest of selected information, both theoretical and practical, 

and may be regarded as a text-book or compact reference book. The subject matter 

ranges from the historical to the most recent in trends and developments, and from 
strictly practical matters such as factory safety precautions to considerations of the 
theory of the kinetics of the reactions involved. The latter chapters have summaries 
appended. The systematic presentation of the collected material, the clarity of sketches 
and flow diagrams together with a lucid prose style make the book acceptable to 
students at all stages in the study of plastics technology. There was need for a book on 
this subject at this level, and the authors have met this need in a most business-like 
manner. (668.4) 


Metallurgy 
IRON AND STEEL DIRECTORY AND HANDBOOK, 1950. 6th edition. 
Louis Cassier, 25s. D8. 302 pages. Tables. 

The last edition of this directory appeared in 1939. This edition has been brought up 
t» date and the technical data revised to be in tune with the latest practice. The 
directory gives details of British iron and steel manufacturers, trades associations and 
iron, steel and engineering scientific and technical organizations, as well as a large 
amount of technical data for engineers, metallurgists and iron and steel makers and 
users. (669.1058) 


Shoemaking 
AN INTRODUCTION TO SHOEMAKING. J. V. A. Long. ‘Shoe and Leather 
News’, 3s.6d. D8. 162 pages. 71 figures. Index. 

This clear, detailed and authoritative book, by the head of the School of Boot and 
Shoe Manufacture, Leicester, is intended for first year students in a technical institute. 
It describes all the stages in the production of a man’s Blake-sewn Oxford; some of the 
chapters (e.g. that on finishing) are not confined to this type of instruction. The book, 
which is the only English work on shoemaking to appear since 1935, is remarkably good 
value. (685.312) 


Building 
ARCHITECTS’ AND BUILDERS’ SIZE BOOK. H. M. Tansley. George 
Newnes, 17s.6d. sF8. 206 pages. Diagrams. Tables. Index. 


This neat and handy volume is intended as a practical reference book for architects, 
builders and all who may wish to know the sizes of components and fittings of stan- 
dard types normally used today in building. The author, a practising architect, explains 
that his object is to provide an immediate, concise and factual answer to such questions 
as “What size is it?’, ‘Are there other sizes available?’, ‘Which type will fit?’, and so 
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oa. Although many trade names are given, the book is in no sense a guide to manufac- 
turers. Very large or specialized components have generally been omitted to prevent 
tae contents from becoming too voluminous. (690.2) 


BUILDING. Working Party Report. Ministry of Works. H.M. Stationery 
Office, 2s.6d. sR8. 96 pages. Appendices. Index. Paper bound. 


A Working Party on Building Operations was appointed in July 1948 to inquire into 
the organization and efficiency of building operations in Britain, including those of the 
specialist and sub-contracting trades; the position of the professions in relation thereto; 
the arrangements for financing operations; and the types of contract in general use, 
and to make recommendations. The report deals with The Building Industry of Great 
Britain; Productive Efficiency; Building Programmes and Controls; The Conditions 
for Improving Efficiency; The Lay-out and Personnel of the Building Industry; 
Registration of Builders; Direct Labour Organizations; Contract Arrangements in 
the Building Industry; The Management of Building Operations; Incentive Schemes; 
Joint Production Committees; Safety and Welfare; Costing; The Materials and 
Methods Employed; Bye-laws; Research; Building Finance; The Building Industry 
in the U.S.A., Sweden and the Netherlands. (690.61) 


CLAY BUILDING BRICKS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. Witha Note on 
Comparisons of Bricks Made by Different Processes. D. G. R. Bonnell and 
B. Butterworth for the Ministry of Works: National Brick Advisory 
Council. H.M. Stationery Office, 7s.6d. sR8. 176 pages. 1 plate. 30 figures in 
text. 109 tables. References. Appendices. Paper bound. (National Brick 
Advisory Council Papers No. $) 

[his paper is based on an extensive survey, carried out in 1941-5, of clay common 

bricks. The results of this survey, supplemented by data collected between 1930 and 

1947, are here discussed in relation to the geological classification of the clays from 

which the bricks were made. This treatment brings to light some important similari- 

ties between the properties of bricks made from clays of similar origin and marks a 

new stage in the more systematic study of clay bricks. The results should prove a 

useful guide to both makers and users of bricks. The chapters include a consideration of 

bricks made from: clays of Quaternary and recent age; Tertiary (Cainozoic) clays; 

Cretaceous clays; Jurassic clays; Triassic clays; Primary (Palaeozoic) clays (other than 


the Carboniferous); and Carboniferous clays. An appendix gives details of methods 
used in testing clays. (691.4) 


SANDS FOR PLASTERS, MORTARS AND EXTERNAL RENDERINGS. 
A. D. Cowper for the Department of Scientific and Industrial Research: 
Building Research Station. H.M. Stationery Office, 9d. sR8. 24 pages. 
3 plates. 4 figures. References. Paper bound. (National Building Studies: 
Bulletin No. 7) 

The object of this bulletin is to give an outline of the origin and natural occurrence of 

sands, of the role of the material in external renderings, plasters and mortars, and of 

the precautions necessary to avoid serious defects. The sections deal with the nature 
and origin of sand, types of sand, grading of sand, effects of constituents of sands, 
function of the sand, practical requirements for building sands, failures, and testing. 
(691.5) 
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Heating and Ventilation 
PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF HEATING AND VENTILATING. 
Edited by A. C. Pallot. 2nd edition. George Newnes, 25s. MS. 377 pages. 
Illustrations. Tables. Diagrams. Appendices. Index. 
The second edition of a book first published in 1945 under the editorship of Mr. E. 
Molloy and representing the work of a number of specialist engineers. It is intended 
for those concerned with the installation of heating and ventilation systems in large 
buildings. For this edition the original text has been revised and re-arranged to include 
the information contained in the Egerton Reports, in the Post-War Building Studies 
Series dealing with Dwellings (No. 19, 1945) and with Schools (No. 27, 1947) and in 
British Standards and Codes of Practice. A chapter has been added on district heating; 
the section on the estimation of fuel consumption and running costs has been expanded 
into a separate chapter and notes have been included on such new developments as the 
design of panel-warming systems, high pressure hot-water heating and on the heat 
pump. (697) 


FINE ARTS AND RECREATION 


THE ART AND ARCHITECTURE OF BIKANER STATE. Hermann Goetz. 
Bruno Cassirer (Oxford) for The Government of Bikaner State and The Royal 
India and Pakistan Society, 63s. R4. 180 pages. 105 plates (10 in colour). Map. 
Bibliography. 

The paintings of the Rajput states in north-west India form one of the main divisions of 

Indian art. In the present monograph Dr. Hermann Goctz, Keeper of the Baroda 

Museum, who has lived for many years in India, concentrates on one of the Rajput 

states—Bikaner—which, because of its comparative isolation behind the Great Indian 

Desert, has preserved a vigorous cultural independence and presents a unique oppor- 

tunity for studying the evolution and development of Rajput art. This beautifully 

produced book, which appears under the official auspices of the Bikaner State, traces 
the political and cultural history of Bikaner, its architecture, sculpture, painting, folk 
and industrial art, with the utmost clarity and economy of phrase so that even the 
non-specialist who has made little previous study of Indian art can find his way among 
the perplexing varicties of styles, cross-influences and traditional survivals which form 
the background of Rajput art. The debt of Rajput art to the Sassanian, Medieval 

Hindu, Jain-Gujarati, Central Indian-Muslim and Mughal styles is analysed in some 

detail, but the author stresses the separate individuality, especially in Rajput painting, 

which emerges from these complex influences. He claims that Rajput art is nearer to 
the mentality of Europe than any other form of Indian culture, expressing ‘a summary, 
flowing treatment of outline, a simplification of plastic and colour surfaces, a strong 

rhythmic sense, a lack of sensuality, a romantic exaltation of life, love and adventure, a 

spirituality not hating this world but sublimating it’. Ten, large, tipped-in colour 

plates indicate something of the richness of Rajput painting and book illustration; the 
other arts are covered by the black-and-white plates at the end of the book. There is an 

exhaustive bibliography. (709.544) 

Landscape Gardening 

THE GARDENS OF HAMPTON CouRT. Four Centuries of English History 
and Gardening. Mollie Sands. Evans Bros., 21s. D8. 247 pages. 8 plates 
(3 coloured). Bibliography. 

This book, tracing the development of the gardens from the time of Cardinal Wolsey 

to the present day, is divided into five parts: The Formal Enclosed Garden; French 
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Influences; William III's Garden; Landscape Influences; and The Nineteenth and 
Twentieth Centuries. An epilogue deals with The Gardens As We Know Them. 
The chapters, conforming approximately to successive reigns, show the influence of 
each monarch’s personal taste and give a clear impression of the gardens at different 
periods. Miss Sands’s book will appeal to a wide variety of interests, for nearly 
everything pertaining to Hampton Court comes within the scope of her clear and 
straightforward narrative. The story of these gardens may also be read as a general 
history of English gardening. There is a list of royalty, courtiers, writers and gardeners 
associated with the gardens and a reading list of modern books, but there is unfor- 
tunately no index. (712.6094219) 
WHEN I MAKE A GARDEN. Ralph Hancock. Peter Garnett, 21s. D4. 


80 pages (74 pages of photographs, with a coloured frontispiece). 
Mr. Ralph Hancock is a well-known landscape architect and contractor and a Gold 
Medallist in horticulture. This book consists of a series of interesting and sometimes 
enchanting photographs of gardens designed and built to harmonize with their sur- 
roundings by the author and his son, including roof gardens in New York and London. 
The photographs are accompanied by captions emphasizing the main features of the 
designs, from which the enthusiastic gardener will doubtless gain ideas for his own 
garden. The photographs are preceded by an astringent preface by the author on 
present-day restrictions and behaviour. (712.624) 


Architecture 


A HISTORY OF ARCHITECTURE. H. Heathcote Statham. Revised by 
Hugh Braun. 3rd edition. Batsford, 21s. D8. 304 pages. 601 illustrations. 
Folded chart. Glossary. Index. 


It is nearly forty years since the first edition of this short critical history of architectural 
styles appeared and earned enthusiastic applause from reviewers of the time. A pro- 
fessional architect has now revised it, providing a new introduction and a final section 
dealing with the nineteenth century and more recent times, but leaving the bulk of 
the book unaltered. The illustrations have been pruned and the selection is generally 
more appropriate than before; they include photographs, plans and details of ornament. 
The general reader will no doubt continue to like this history, while the student 
discouraged by a longer work of reference will always find it useful enough. A glossary 
is provided and a good index. (720.9) 


WALLS AND WALL FACINGS. Denzil Nield. Spon, 18s. D8. 276 pages. 
18 illustrations and diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Appendices. Index. 
(Architectural and Building Series) 


This is an attempt, by an architect, to bridge the gap which still exists between research 
into the principles of building and their application in practice. The first part of the 
book deals with theory; the functional requirements of walls are considered under the 
headings strength and stability, exclusion of rain, durability, heat and sound installation, 
fire resistance, appearance and movement due to changes in moisture content and 
temperature. The second part shows the application of these principles to the design of 
walls of various types, to load-bearing walls of solid and cavity brick, natural or cast 
stone and concrete construction; to panel walls, their in-fillings and heat insulation; 
to external wall facings and to partition walls. A useful annotated bibliography is 


appended. (721.2) 
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ELEMENTARY REINFORCED CONCRETE DESIGN. For Students of 
Architecture and Building. W. Morgan. Edward Arnold, 16s. D8. 312 pages. 
319 figures. 32 tables. Appendices. Index. 

This book has been written for those who wish to have a good background knowledge 

of reinforced concrete design without having to read an exhaustive treatise on the 

subject. In this aim it succeeds admirably, leading up from simple concepts of strength 
of materials to finished designs of elemental parts of structures. All the information 
necessary to carry out simple designs is put down in a straightforward manner and 
well illustrated with good clear diagrams. Although most of the calculations are based 
on stresses given in the old Code, attention is drawn to the new Code of Practice 
C.P. 114 (1948) and several examples are calculated using the new allowable stresses. 
(721.975) 

PORTRAIT OF LINCOLN CATHEDRAL. G. H. Cook. Phoenix House, 
12s.6d. M4. 65 pages. 73 photographs. 3 plans. Appendices. Glossary. (The 
English Cathedrals Series) 

In this, as in the volumes which have already dealt with Canterbury, Durham and 

Salisbury Cathedrals, the principal feature is the excellent photographs, many of them 

new, which provide a full record of the building, as a whole and in great detail. A 

fifteen-thousand-word introduction deals with the architectural and general history of 

“the most glorious of our Gothic cathedrals’ (built almost entirely before 1280) and 

describes the fabric as it is today. A very handsome book. (726.65094253) 


Scientific Drawing 
ENGINEERING DRAWING AND DRAWING OFFICE PRACTICE. P. S. 
Houghton. Crosby Lockwood. 15s. D8. 287 pages. 288 diagrams in text. 
Tables. Index. 
The book under review is primarily intended for engineering students and newcomers 
to the drawing office. It acquaints them with the basic requirements of drawing-office 
practice, such as the use of drawing instruments, methods of projection and the 
technique of engineering draughtsmanship. The jig and tool draughtsman will find a 
special chapter devoted to his particular type of work, while the chief draughtsman 
will welcome the many clear and instructive drawings as an excellent help in guiding 
his staff. The author has included a chapter on machine designand another on drawing- 
office organization. The former gives many useful hints even to the advanced student, 
the latter will be appreciated by both draughtsman and management. The instructions 
are lucidly presented and an index adds to the usefulness of this well-produced book. 
(744.42) 
Artistic Furniture 
CHATS ON COTTAGE AND FARMHOUSE FURNITURE. Arthur Hayden. 
Edited by Cyril G. E. Bunt. 2nd, revised, edition. Benn, 12s.6d. 1C8. 
238 pages. 61 plates. Index. (The Chats Series) 
This book, when first published in 1912 as a companion volume to the author’s 
Chats on Old Furniture, was a pioncer work on cottage and farmhouse furniture as 
distinct from the fine pieces made by master-craftsmen for wealthy patrons. Mr. 
C. G. E. Bunt, who has written and edited many books on art subjects, brings the 
text up to date with modern expertise and makes available once more a handy guide 
for the professional collector, amateur and all those whose interest in old furniture 
takes them to museums, local collections and antique shops. There is a chapter on 
miscellaneous ironwork utensils and a concluding chapter, by Hugh Philips, on old 
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English chintzes. This is a useful book to consult alongside Gordon Roe’s English 
Cottage Furniture noticed in the May 1950 issue of British Book News. (749.22) 


Painting 

ON NOT BEING ABLE TO PAINT. Joanna Field. Heinemann, tos.6d. D8. 
173 pages. Coloured frontispiece. 49 figures. Bibliography. (The Heine- 
mann Education Series) 


Wishing to find out more of the basic elements of the learning process, the author, a 
practising psycho-analyst writing under a pen-name, turned her attention to her own 
interest in learning to paint. Dissatisfied by the results of orthodox methods of 
instruction, she became increasingly aware of the significance of the drawings and 
sketches which she produced by “free drawing’, when hand and eye were allowed 
to do exactly what pleased them, without any conscious direction. In this book she 
describes and analyses her investigation, and shows how she was led to face certain facts 
both about the nature of creative experience and about what it means to be a human 
being. She concludes that the failure to take full account of these facts is a grave 
omission in present-day educational method. Line illustrations are given of the original 
‘free drawings’, descriptions of whose media, colours and size are given at the end of 
the book. (750.7) 
DESIGNS FOR THE THEATRE BY REX WHISTLER. In Three Parts, with 
Appreciations by Cecil Beaton, James Laver and Laurence Whistler. 
Batsford for The Curtain Press, 8s.6d. sC8. 30 pages of text. 59 illustrations 
(including 20 in colour). (The Masque Library) 
The stage and ballet designs of Rex Whistler (killed in Normandy in 1944) were some 
of the most distinguished productions in the English theatre during the period 1930-44. 
Rex Whistler combined a flair for period flavour with scholarly taste and im- 
peccable technique which were seen at their best in such productions as Laurence 
Housman’s Victoria Regina and Oscar Wilde’s An Ideal Husband. Originally issued in 
three separate parts for “th ie periodical The Masque, these designs have now been pub- 
lished in one volume with ap preciations by Cecil Beaton, a close friend and fellow 
worker of Whistler, James Laver, the costume expert, and the artist’s brother. A 
complete list of the theatrical productions for which Whistler made designs is also 
included. (751.75) 
FERNAND LEGER. Douglas Cooper. Text in French and English. Lund 
Humphries, 42s. sC4. 203 pages. 127 plates (8 in colour). Bibliography. 
List of illustrations. (Les Grands Peintres par leurs Amis) 
This book by a distinguished English collector and writer is the most comprehensive 
account yet published of the French painter Fernand Léger (b. 1881), a selection of 
whose pictures and large panels was exhibited in February 1950 at a special exhibition 
held at the Tate Gallery, London. Though originally written in English Mr. Cooper's 
book was first published by Editions des Trois Collines, Geneva. The version issued by 
Lund Humphries for English readers is the same book with the full French text, but 
including as well an English text for chapters 2-4. Chapter 1, “a frankly personal 
evocation of the artist and his milieu’ appears in French only. The detailed biblio- 
graphy and list of Léger exhibitions held in Europe and America are useful features of 
this important book. Léger’s pictorial style, often suggestive of cubist, vorticist and 
abstract art, has great individuality and carrying power being well suited to large 
public buildings and expressing that phase of twentieth century art often known as ‘le 
style méchanique’. (759.408) 
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RECOLLECTIONS OF RUBENS. Jacob Burckhardt. Edited, with an intro- 
duction, by H. Gerson. Translated from the German by Mary Hottinger. 
Phaidon Press, 10s.6d. sC8. 386 pages. 143 plates (4 in colour). Notes. 
Indexes. 

The Swiss writer Jacob Burckhardt (1818-97), Professor of History at Basle 

University, is best known for his great work The Civilization of the Renaissance in 

Italy. His Recollections of Rubens, now published for the first time in an English trans- 

lation, appeared only after the author’s death. In this lengthy essay, conceived on a 

lavish scale, Burckhardt summed up a lifetime of devoted interest in and appreciation 

of the great master of the Flemish Renaissance. His method is to examine Rubens’s 
exuberant personality as expressed in the many different categories of painting in 
which he excelled—allegorical, historical, portraits, religious pictures, landscape, 
animal portraiture, etc. Rubens’s subsidiary but important activities as diplomatist, 
courtier and teacher are also stressed. A balanced, comprehensive picture of the artist 
emerges from Burckhardt’s spirited pages which is completed by a selection from the 
painter's correspondence (translated by R. H. Boothroyd and I. Grafe) and excellently 
compiled notes by the editor giving the main facts and sources of recent discoveries 
concerning Rubens’s work. In addition to twenty-three plates distributed through the 
text there is a separate section of 120 plates, indexes of collections and of Rubens’s 
work and a bibliographical note. The book is in the same format as other recent 
volumes in this series of art classics, and produced with the customary scholarship 
and attention to detail characteristic of the Phaidon Press. (759.9493) 


Photography 
ENLARGING FOR THE AMATEUR. S. B. C. Williams. George Newnes, 6s. 
C8. 123 pages. Illustrations. Tables. Diagrams. 

The author has had long experience in supervising a photographic club in a large boys’ 
school. His treatment is essentially practical and the book is well illustrated with 
photographs of exceptional quality, and line drawings devoted mostly to improvising 
necessary but expensive apparatus from everyday objects—the print trimmer made 
from a sickle is an ingenious example. On page 41 the illustration of an over-developed 
bromide print may be misleading, as the commonest failing of the amateur is not to 
develop bromides to the full. A table of weights of chemicals which can be loaded onto a 
penny will be useful to those who do not own a balance. The book contains much of 
interest to the advanced worker. Few writers have packed so much useful information 
into so small a space. (778.13) 


STEREOSCOPIC PHOTOGRAPHY. Its Application to Science, Industry and 
Education. Arthur W. Judge. 3rd edition, revised. Chapman & Hall, 42s. 
D8. 480 pages. 21 plates. 316 figures. Appendices. Bibliography. Index. 

The author, who has been associated with stereoscopy for over thirty years, includes in 

the third edition of his comprehensive book the developments (in the U.S.A. and 

Europe) which have occurred since the beginning of the war in the application of 

stereoscopy to aerial survey, astronomy, microscopy, ciné projection, etc. The basic 

theory, apparatus for taking and for viewing are considered both practically and 
mathematically. A new section on polarized light has been added, and appendices 
provide information on a general method for taking, viewing and projecting stereo- 
scopic pictures, and fine grain developers for monochrome pictures. Many excellent 
stereograms illustrate this work, which will remain for many years the standard work 
on its subject. (778.48) 
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The Film 

REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON CHILDREN AND 
THE CINEMA. H.M. Stationery Office, 3s. sR8. 114 pages. Tables. 
6 appendices. Paper bound. (Command Paper 7945) 

The report of a committe set up to investigate the effects of attendance at the cinema 

on children in Britain under the age of sixteen, with special reference to attendance at 

children’s cinema clubs, and to suggest any modification considered desirable in the 

existing system of film classification, the existing position with regard to the admission 

of children to cinemas, or in the organization, conduct and management of children’s 

cinema clubs. The Appendices which follow the summary of the Committce’s 


recommendations include twelve statistical tables and model licensing conditions 
recommended by ie Home Office. (791.4) 
Television 


ADVENTURE IN VISION. The First Twenty-five Years of Television. 
John Swift. Lefimann, 15s. sD%. 223 pages. Frontispiece. 78 illustrations. 
6 diagrams in text. Plan. Index. 

The author has aimed in this book to give a good overall picture of the development 

of television over the past twenty-five years. Its development is traced from its birth 

as a scientific novelty to its establishment as a new art medium. The story is not con- 

fined to the B.B.C. nor to Britain; an attempt has been made to show progress abroad, 

especially in France, Germany and the United States. (791.4) 


The Theatre 
PLAY PRODUCTION WITH CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE. John 
Allen. Dennis Dobson, 3s.6d. boards; 2s.6d. paper bound. D8. $5 pages. 
Bibliography. Appendix. (Theatre in Education) 
The author, who is an authority on the subject, states at the outset that this book is not 
another manual on the theory and practice of play production. In twenty-three short 
chapters on such subjects as Interpretation, Music, Mime, Tempo, Playing Together, 
he reiterates his belief in the theatre ‘as a creative art with the highest educational 
value’ and attempts to show how ‘the theatre can be considered creative in every stage 
of the production of a play with children or young people’. The reader will find little 
about technique and few set rules, but rather a new method of approach to the theatre, 
to enable children ‘to invent and to express, which is the substance of the actor’s art’. 
Two appendices give respectively a programme for rehearsals, with Shaw’s play, 
Androcles and the Lion, as an example, and a short bibliography. (792) 


Games: Cricket 

A CENTURY OF CRICKETERS. A. G. Moyes. gage by Sir Donald 
Bradman. Angus & Robertson (Sydney, Australia), . D8. 179 pages. 
39 plates. Appendix. Index. 

All the great names associated with the English-Australian contests of the past seventy 

or eighty years, and others from South Africa, New Zealand, the West Indies, and 

India, will be found amo ng these one hundred pen pictures of famous cricketers pre- 

pared by a man who was himself a cricketer of international standard, and is now one 

of the selectors of Australian cricket teams and a noted sports writer in Australia. 

The aim has been to portray the player and his methods rather than deal with statistics. 

William Caffyn, W. G. Grace, Spofforth, Ranji, Trumper, Hobbs, Hill, Macartney, 
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Charles Fry, Bradman, Larwood, Neil Harvey and many others come to life in the 
pages of this book and colourful incidents are recalled. Generously illustrated, the 
photographs show various players in typical attitudes. The appendix contains a detailed 
record of Sir Donald Bradman’s cricketing career. (796.358) 


A CENTURY OF CRICKETERS. A. G. Moyes. With a Foreword by Sir 
Donald Bradman. Postscript by John Arlott. Harrap, 1os.6d. D8. 224 pages. 
20 photographs. 


This English edition of the above book does not contain the appendix which appears 
in the Australian edition but includes a postscript by an English cricketer summing up 
the book as a whole from an English viewpoint. (796.358) 
THE HISTORY OF CRICKET. Eric Parker. Seeley Service, 30s. D8. 672 pages. 
Coloured frontispiece. 61 plates. 9 illustrations in the text. Index. (The 
Lonsdale Library of Sports, Games and Pastimes, Vol. XXX) 
Skilfully and charmingly written by the general Editor of The Lonsdale Library, whose 
knowledge of cricket is almost unsurpassed, this is a very complete history of the game 
from its earliest origins in the fourteenth century to 1949. It deals with every aspect 
of the game including village, club, school, university, county and international 
cricket. It is an authoritative work, based on a vast amount of research, illustrated by a 
remarkable collection of old cricket prints and modern photographs. (796.358) 
Sports: Fishing 
GAME FISH OF THE WORLD. Edited by Brian Vesey-Fitzgerald and 
Francesca LaMonte. Nicholson & Watson, 63s. C4. 466 pages. Coloured 
frontispiece and 80 colour plates by A. Fraser-Brunner. Indexes. 
A team of experts on game fish and the sport of fishing, working under the editorship 
of two naturalists of great repute, cover, in this handsomely produced volume, fishing 
in all parts of the world. It does not deal with the almost impossible task of covering 
all fishing in one volume, but is confined to what are generally known as ‘sporting 
fish’. The contributors have outstanding knowledge of the particular fish or fish-area 
about which they write, and anglers throughout the world will welcome one of the 
finest modern books on this subject. The work is in six parts: the first deals entircly 
with Salmon, probably to anglers the most beloved fish, while the othersare concerned 
with five fishing areas, North and South America, Great Britain and Ireland, Australasia, 
Africa and India. There is a note by Miss LaMonte, who is Associate Curator of Fishes 
at the American Museum of Natural History, on the International Game Fish Asso- 
ciation, a classified list of the fish mentioned in the book, and an index to fish names as 
well as a general index. The colour plates of Dr. A. Fraser-Brunner are outstanding 
and, in nearly every case, show the fish as living creatures swimming in their natural 
environment. (799.1) 


LITERATURE 


WHAT IS LITERATURE? Jean-Paul Sartre. Translated from the French by 

Bernard Frechtman. Methuen, 12s.6d. D8. 246 pages. Notes. Appendix. 
M. Sartre examines his subject under three main heads: What is Writing? Why Write? 
For Whom Does One Write? In the ‘Situation of the Writer in 1947’, he attacks the 
problem of the writer’s place in contemporary society—a society founded, he says, 
upon mystification—with particular reference to the difficult position of those intel- 
lectuals who are politically *engaged’. The writer today, he argues, finds himself in an 
extreme situation, ‘revolutionary by virtue of the fact that it is unbearable’. While 
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claiming that writers have an important part to play in influencing the course of 
events, he points out that they are largely frustrated, for the writer today is, in effect, 
‘a parasite of the governing élite’ though ‘functually he moves in opposition to the 
interests of those who keep him alive’. The great virtue of M. Sartre’s book is that he 
never discusses these problems in vacuo but relates each and all to the actual historical 
situation. He also gives a timely reminder of the duties of the reader, as well as a subtle 
analysis of the process of reading itself. The book is characterized by an angry dialec- 
tical brilliance and contains many penetrating observations on French literature. The 
American translation does less than justice to the muscular force of the original. (801) 


HAVE YOU ANYTHING TO DECLARE? A Note Book with Commentaries. 
Maurice Baring. Reprint. Heinemann, 10s.6d. D8. 336 pages. Index. 
Maurice Baring (1874-1945) was a writer who, in the first forty years of this century, 
achieved distinction in many branches of English literature. His work exhibits a fine 
taste, a finished style and a deep culture. He is probably, as in the present volume, most 
attractive when his work reveals an autobiographical background. In this book, first 
published in 1936, he makes a declaration of what is recorded in his memory and his 
notebooks, out of the ‘literary luggage’ that he has carried through life. He says it is 
not an anthology since he has not selected the best of literature and arranged it pur- 
posefully, but has written as his notes and memory impelled him. The passages of 
varied length in prose and poetry from classical, English and European literatures, 
show a wide range in time, form and content. Some of the translations of the classical 
and foreign extracts are by Maurice Baring, and alternative renderings are often given 
and compared. The unique quality of the book rests on Baring’s notes and commen- 
taries on the passages, the associations they have for him, and his hints on the philo- 
sophy of life they suggest. To make the most of such a book is to add to one’s literary 
education. (808.8) 
English Poetry 
THE ROMANTIC IMAGINATION. C. M. Bowra. Oxford University Press 
18s. D8. 318 pages. Notes. Index. 
This book consists of Dr. Bowra’s lectures given during 1948 and 1949 when he was 
Charles Eliot Norton Professor of Poetry at Harvard University. The lectures are con- 
cerned with a revaluation of the English Romantic pocts. The first discusses what 
imagination meant to the Romantics, and what they demanded from poetry and 
religion (as compared with their eighteenth-century predecessors) and their answer to 
the contention that imagination has no relation to reality. In the next four lectures the 
imaginative quality of a major work of each of the early Romantics (Blake, Coleridge, 
Wordsworth, Shelley, Keats) is discussed. Two lectures are given to the significance of 
Byron and Edgar Allan Poe in the Romantic Movement. The later Romantics of the 
nineteenth century, the two Rossettis and Swinburne, are dealt with in three lectures. 
The final lecture on the Romantic achievement examines the limitations of Romantic 
poetry and its special characteristics and appeal. The author’s comparisons of the 
English Romantics with European Romantic poets is one of the best features of these 
lectures, which are expository rather than argumentative. Their even and unembel- 
lished prose admirably suits the author’s purpose of giving help and encouragement to 
readers of English poetry. (821.03) 
COLLECTED SHORTER POEMS (1930-1944). W. H. Auden. Faber & 
Faber, 15s. 1C8. 304 pages. 
The present volume provides an opportunity to review the scope and diversity of Mr. 


Auden’s poetry. With an extraordinary mastery of poetic form, this poet can range 
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from high seriousness to moods of music-hall comedy, from the utmost lyrical lim- 
pidity to a knotted intellectual obscurity. Much has been made of Auden’s obscurity, 
and the earlier poems sometimes present almost insurmountable difficulties, but the 
bulk of the present collection exhibits a lyrical gift as great as it is lucid. Auden shows 
himself to be the first modern poet to have integrated psycho-analytical symbols into 
the structure of his verse. His poetry progresses from the carlier preoccupation with 
individual neurosis to a loving concern for the fate of humanity. It embodies, in fact, a 
search for a modern philosophy. (821.91) 


THE PALISADES OF FEAR. Ronald Bottrall. Editions Poetry London, 6s. 
D8. 70 pages. 
Mr. Bottrall is continually aware of the dark underside of life, with its bitterness and 
frustration, which comes with a deepening self-knowledge. Secking to pierce through 
the masks that each of us wear to hide from ourselves and from each other, he finds only 
a flux of unrelated moments, like the flying fragmentary figures on a broken Athenian 
vase. Poems written in Italy, England, Sweden and Greece delve into the anguished 
human complexities which underly the more charming spirit of place. (821.91) 


THE SWARMING OF THE BEES. John Heath-Stubbs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
7s.6d. D8. 48 pages. 
Mr. Heath-Stubbs is unashamedly romantic and both in his themes and his mellifluous 
lyricism recalls the poets of the nineteenth century. His poems have beauty and tech- 
nical perfection, but they are not devoid of preciousness. Many of the poems in the 
present collection, such as Epithalamium (for the Marriage at Cana), Tannhduser’s End 
and Alexandria, attempt a synthesis between pagan and Christian myth. They are the 
poems of a scholar, who has woven his studies of comparative religions and ancient 
mythologies into visions of dazzling grace. (821.91) 


English Drama 
QUEEN ELIZABETH IN DRAMA, and Related Studies. Frederick S. Boas. 
Allen & Unwin, 15s. D8. 212 pages. 

A collection of nine essays, by the doyen of Elizabethan scholars, of which two have 
not been published previously: Queen Elizabeth in Elizabethan and Later Drama and 
Aspects of Shakespeare’s Reading. They are learned literary gossip of the best kind, 
dealing mainly with Elizabethan matters. Particularly valuable and interesting are 
Queen Elizabeth, the Revels Office and Edmund Tilney and Sir Thomas Bodley and his 
Library, which reveal to the full Dr. Boas’s flair for the original document and 
scholarly eye for significant detail. (822.3) 


THE TRAGICAL HISTORY OF THE LIFE AND DEATH OF DOCTOR 
FAUSTUS. Christopher Marlowe. A Conjectural Reconstruction by 
W. W. Greg. Oxford University Press, 7s.6d. C8. 76 pages. 

MARLOWE’S “DOCTOR FAUSTUS’ 1604-1616. Parallel texts edited by 
W. W. Greg. Oxford University Press, 42s. R8. 422 pages. Frontispiece. 
Bibliography. Notes. Index. 

Doctor Faustus, Marlowe's greatest tragedy, has come down to us in two principal 

texts, that of 1604 and that of 1616, both of which are largely corrupt. The problem is 


still further complicated by the fact that the latter version is nearly half as long again as 
the earlier one. The relation of these two versions to cach other and to the play as 
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originally written has long been a matter of speculation. In this monumental edition, 
Dr. Greg maintains that the longer version, known as B-text, is the more authoritative, 
arguing that it was probably set up, or reconstructed, from Marlowe’s manuscripts, 
the corruptions being due to the difficulty of reading the handwriting of the play- 
wright’s ‘foul papers’, as the rough drafts of a play were then called. Since 1592, 
when he believes the play was first written, the manuscripts may also have become 
mutilated, so that the printer was forced to supplement them by drawing upon one 
of the already printed editions, such as that of 1611. Fear of censorship may also have 
led him to leave out passages which he thought might come under the ban of the 
authorities. A-text, the short version of 1604, Dr. Greg believes to have been an acting 
version intended for provincial audiences and set up from shorthand notes taken from 
an actual performance of the play and supplemented from memory by one of the 
actors who had originally taken part in it. It is remarkable, however, in that it seems 
to preserve substantially, though not verbally intact, the tragical core of the drama. In 
his conjectural reconstruction, Dr. Greg has attempted to present a text of the play as 
we may suppose it to have been first produced, po sibly by the Earl of Pembroke’s 
company at the Theatre and at the Court in the w.ater of 1592-3. (822.32) 


PROPHESY TO THE WIND. A Play in Four Scenes and a Prologue. Norman 
Nicholson. Faber & Faber, 8s.6d. D8. 80 pages. 
Following the success of his first play, The Old Man of the Mountains, Norman Nichol- 
son has written another in verse and prose, and largely in Cumbrian dialect. It is a 
projection into the future, when the present civilization has been destroyed in the 
Atomic Age. Into the primitive simplicity of an Icelandic family, who have voyaged 
south to ‘colonize’ Cumberland, he thrusts a disturbing element—a young mechanic, 
complete with scientific knowledge from our own age. In a drama where action and 
language alike have a rugged simplicity, Nicholson has sought to resolve the problem 
of ultimate values. (822.91) 


SAINT JOAN: AChronicle and THE APPLE CART: A Political Extravaganza. 

Bernard Shaw. Constable, 7s.6d. Reprint. sD8. 276 pages. (Standard Edition) 
Saint Joan was first published in 1924, The Apple Cart in 1930; they first appeared in 
one volume in the Standard Edition in 1932. Shaw was nearing old age when he wrote 
these two plays—his greatest historical drama, and his best political comedy. In both, 
although he did not swerve from his firmly held theory that ideas in a play must be 
paramount, he created a masterpiece. The preface to Saint Joan is half as long as the 
play, and in some ways as powerfully dramatic; the play itself is a triumph in the 
theatre. The Apple Cart (with a preface of twenty-four pages) is a play in two acts on 
kingship, divided by a domestic interlude, a soupgon of gentlest mirth. It was the 
most successful in the theatre of all his political satires, probably because the keynote of 
the play—informed minority versus ignorant, self-seeking majority—was most in tune 
with the public mind midway between the two world wars. (822.91) 


Australian Literature 

FOURTEEN MINUTES. Short Sketches of Australian Poets and Their Works 
from Harpur to the Present Day. H. M. Green. Revised by Dorothy Green. 
and edition. Angus & Robertson (Sydney, Australia), 10s.6d. C8. 191 pages. 

The basis of this book is a series of wireless talks given in 1942 and first published in 

book form in 1944. It is essentially a glance over Australian poetry, commencing with 

John Harpur (1813-68) and other early poets, continuing with Henry Lawson, 

‘Banjo’ Paterson and the balladists of the 1890s, followed by poets of the earlier 


635 








twentieth century such as Chris Brennan and Mary Gilmore, and concluding with a 
section on present-day writers. The original work has been revised to conform to 
changed evaluations over the past five years, and though such a book has obvious 
limitations it will be found interesting and useful in the absence of any comprehensive 
history of Australian poctry. It is, indeed, a guide to Australian poctic tradition and the 
latest trends in its development by one who is himself a poct, critic and recognized 
authority on Australian literature. (828.99941) 


Norwegian Literature 
A DOLL’s HOUSE. Henrik Ibsen. English version by Norman Ginsbury. 
French, 5s. C8. 108 pages. Paper bound. (French’s Acting Edition) 

To rid Ibsen’s plays of the somewhat stilted language of the earlier English trans- 
lations made by William Archer and thereby make them more acceptable to audiences 
today, Norman Ginsbury has made new versions of several of the plays, including 
The Doll’s House, sometimes kn wn as Nora. This play about marital relationship had 
a profound influence on later dramatists and became the precursor of the spate of 
plays about feminism which followed in succeeding years. The plot concerns a woman 
who for twelve years lived a life as inconsequential as a caged songbird until a sudden 
shock caused her to leave husband, children and the security of home to seek personal 
freedom for herself. The present translation, lacking the styled elegance and period 
flavour of William Archer, successfully provides an casy modern idiom. Norman 
Ginsbury is the author of a number of plays, of which the best known are perhaps 
Viceroy Sarah and The First Gentleman. (839.8226) 


SEVEN FAMOUS PLAYS. Henrik Ibsen. Translated from the Norwegian by 
William Archer, Mrs. Frances Archer, Charles Archer and Edmund Gosse. 
Introduction by P. F. D. Tennant. Duckworth, 18s. 1C8. 634 pages. Frontis- 
piece. (Famous Plays Series) 

The plays in this volume are: ‘A Doll’s House’ (1879); ‘Ghosts’ (1881); “The Wild 

Duck’ (1884); “Rosmersholm’ (1886); ‘Hedda Gabler’ (1890); “The Master Builder’ 

(1892) and ‘John Gabriel Borkman’ (1896). P. F. D. Tennant has contributed a short 

biography of Ibsen and prefaced each play with a description of the circumstances in 

which it was written. (839.8226) 


IBSEN: AN APPROACH. Janko Lavrin. Methuen, 12s.6d. D8. 148 pages. 
Frontispiece. Bibliography. Index. 


Professor Lavrin’s short, penetrating study relates the work of Ibsen (1828-1906) to 
his internal conflicts and to the social and political history of his time, and so illumi- 
nates both. He justifies this approach by pointing out that Ibsen himself confessed that 
he wrote only from intimate personal experience. “The power with which Ibsen the 
artist stated his personal dilemma in terms of universal values’, writes Professor Lavrin, 
‘is the measure of his genius. It is through his art that some of the basic problems of 
human conscience have become flesh.’ Moreover, the personality of Ibsen in relation 
to his work is still puzzling enough to leave room for further inquiry. Professor 
Lavrin sees him ‘as essentially a “schizophrenic” modern’. A short account of the 
dramatist’s life introduces chapters on each of the more important plays in turn which 
show that they reflected all the principal literary schools and currents of the last century: 

from romanticism to realism, and from naturalism to the symbolist experiments of the 
fin de siécle. The book is remarkable for its critical incisiveness. (839.8226) 
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French Literature 


RING ROUND THE MOON. A Charade With Music. Jean Anouilh. Trans- 
lated from the French by Christopher Fry. Preface by Peter Brook. 
Methuen, 6s. C8. 104 pages. 

‘Anouilh is a stylist . . . To translate Anouilh is no matter of matching chat with chat: 

it demands re-creation, a re-shaping of ideas into phrases that have an English elegance 

and grace’, writes Peter Brook, the producer, in his preface, and he was fortunate 
indeed to have been able to persuade Christopher Fry, a master of poetic drama, to 

‘re-create’ in English prose Anouilh’s play L’ Invitation au Chateau. The play, in three 

acts, was produced in London in January, 1950, and has become one of the biggest 

successes of the year. The plot, as involved as a Restoration comedy, concerns twin 
brothers, as opposite in character as they are alike physically, a Parisian ballet dancer, 
and a house party of oddities and eccentrics, to all of whom befall the direst and most 
capricious adventures, befitting a charade. The reader misses Fry’s own inimitable 
verse. In contrast with his own plays the language on occasion is both banal and tedious 
although here and there a line that is pure Fry slips out. But neither plot nor language is 
of paramount importance in a charade; the play is an admirable vehicle for skilful 
production. (842.91) 


THE QUEST FOR PROUST. André Maurois. Translated from the French by 
Gerard Hopkins. Jonathan Cape, 18s. D8. 348 pages. 12 illustrations. 
Bibliography. Index. 

M. Maurois has had access to important new material in the shape of Marcel Proust’s 

unpublished Memoranda and Notebooks as well as to numerous letters to and from his 

parents. He has also discussed Proust with many people who knew him personally. 

While making no attempt to mitigate the more unattractive sides of his character, 

his invalidism, his mother-fixation, his selfishness and triviality in relations with others, 

he emphasizes Proust’s greatness as an artist by a careful examination of his methods of 
work. Proust, he says, entered literature as others entered religion. The importance of 

A la Recherche du Temps Perdu, the great serial novel to which Proust devoted his life, 

lies not so much, M. Maurois argues, in its fascinating gallery of portraits and its 

period atmosphere, as in the deliberate contrast it presents between the eternity of art 
and the mutability of everything human. Asa portrait of its author, M. Maurois’s book 
remains in some respects tactfully incomplete. It is at its weakest in the critical section, 
though a long chapter is devoted to an analysis of Proust’s treatment of the various 
aspects of love. Proust’s milieu is extremely well re-created and there are some excellent 
photographs. (843.91) 


MY HEART LAID BARE and Other Prose Writings. Charles Baudelaire. 
Edited, with an introduction, by Peter Quennell. Translated from the 
French by Norman Cameron. Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 12s.6d. L.Post 8. 
225 pages. 

Among the prose writings of Baudelaire (1821-67) collected in this volume is the 

masterly essay on Constantin Guys, ‘The Painter of Modern Life’, The Poem of 

Hashish from Les Paradis Artificiels, a selection of poems in prose and the journals and 

x10tebooks, Fusées and Mon Ceeur Mis a Nu. The selection represents both the flexibility 

of Baudelaire’s style and the diversity of his interests. It shows, as Mr. Quennel! 
remarks in an excellent introduction, how faithfully and closely, through an existence 
that apparently went from disaster to disaster, Baudelaire continued to pursue the path 
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of literary self-perfection. “The Painter of Modern Life’ is valuable, apart from its 
superb art criticism, not only as a panorama of Parisian miseries and splendours under 
the Second Empire, but as a condensation of Baudelaire’s theories on the relationship 
of art and life. The volume exhibits Baudelaire as a great prose writer and as practically 
the founder of modern poetic sensibility. The translation is admirable. (848.8) 


Latin American Literature 
VISITOR OF MIST. Jorge Carrera Andrade. Introduction and translations 
by G. R. Coulthard. Williams & Norgate, 6s. sC8. 74 pages. 


The poetry of Carrera Andrade, an Ecuadorian diplomat, is not only recognized as 
striking in itself but as representative of Latin American poetry at the present time. 
Although translations of his work have received favourable critical appreciation in 
France and the U.S.A., this is the first volume of his to appear in Great Britain. It is not 
stated from which volumes the present selection has been made, but it is intended 
largely as a complement to an English translation of Andrade’s poetry published in 
New York (1947) as Secret Country. The translations (some of which have been made 
by Miss Kathleen Nott) show that the difficulties of the poet’s characteristic imagery, 
his form and rhythm and his metaphysical presentation of ideas, have been met with 
sympathetic competence and imagination. The authentic poetic ring of this work will 
recommend it to all lovers of poetry. (868.998961) 
Persian Literature 
RUMI, POET AND MYSTIC. Selections from his writings translated from 
the Persian by Reynold A. Nicholson. Preface by A. J. Arberry. Allen & 
Unwin, 8s.6d. C8. 190 pages. (Ethical and Religious Classics of The East and 
West No. 1) 
When Professor Nicholson died in August 1945 he left the manuscript of this book 
very nearly complete. It has been seen through the press by his friend and pupil Dr. 
A. J. Arberry, Professor of Arabic in the University of Cambridge, and appears as the 
first volume of a new series edited by Dr. Arberry and designed ‘to place the chief 
ethical and religious masterpieces of the world, both Christian and non-Christian, 
within easy reach of the intelligent reader who is not an expert’. Jalalu’]-Din Rumi 
(1207-73), the greatest mystical poet of Persia, wrote many poems. Professor 
Nicholson has translated 120 of them, lucidly and faithfully, and provided an introduc- 
tion and notes. They may well open to their readers a new world of spiritual experience. 
(891.551) 


HISTORY [AND GEOGRAPHY] 


SOCIAL HISTORY AND LITERATURE. R. H. Tawney. Cambridge University 
Press, 2s. sC8. 40 pages. Paper bound. (National Book League Seventh 
Annual Lecture) 


Dr. Tawney, delivering the Seventh Annual Lecture of the National Book League, 
contributes an important analysis of the common ground of the social, historical 
and literary aspects of European civilization. His thesis draws attention to the signifi- 
cance of great literature for the student of social history, and the importance of 
that ‘vicarious experience of which the vehicle is books’. The heart of the lecture 
is a portrait of the Elizabethan age and the contrast that Professor Tawney draws 
between that and succeeding ages. This part of the lecture is annotated and there 
is a bibliographical note appended. The importance of this distinguished essay should 
be widely recognized. Dr. Tawncy is Professor of Economic History in the University 
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of London, author of the seminal study Religion and the Rise of Capitalism (1926) and a 
scholar who has had a decisive influence on the historical thought of our time. (901) 
Travels Description 

MEMORY BAY. John Frederic Gibson. Longmans, Green, 9s.6d. 1C8. 178 pages. 
A wise old seafarer told the author, in effect, that if he (the author) would realize his 
boyhood’s ambition of owning a cottage by a Cornish bay and there settling down as a 
writer, he should first “know the world aright’. This book is an account of those years 
in the author s life that he specifically devoted to acquiring knowledge and experience 
of people and places. His quest took him to Lapland, the Scottish Highlands and 
Australia, but particularly to the sea; long voyages round Cape Horn in sailing vessels 
and naval service during the war. He is thus no passive observer but a lively member 
of any community whose environment, as he repeatedly shows, seizes his imagination. 
The book contains telling descriptions of men, scenes, and actions. Ripe in the expe- 
rience that the years have brought, he finds ‘his rest after toil and port after stormy seas’ 
in his return to his Cornish cottage by “Memory Bay’. (910) 


THE KON-TIKI EXPEDITION. By Raft across the South Seas. Thor 
Heyerdahl. Translated from the Norwegian by F. H. Lyon. Allen & Unwin, 
12s.6d. D8. 235 pages. Frontispiece and 35 illustrations. Appendix. Index. 

The Kon-Tiki Expedition is an amazing account of a 4,000-mile trip made by six 

Scandinavians on a balsa wood raft from the coast of Peru to Polynesia. A superb 

adventure story, it is already being ranked among the classics of its kind. Thor Heyer- 

dahl,a young Norwegian ethnologist, who had studied in the South Seas before the war, 
believed the Polynesians came originally, not from Asia, but on rafts from Peru, borne 
on the prevailing winds and currents. Polynesian legends, as well as Mr. Heyerdahl’s 
scientific theories, bore this out, but he could get no one to agree with him. The only 
thing to do to prove his contention was to construct a raft after the style of those used 
before the days of the Incas and make the trip himself, which he did, along with five 
companions, landing on a tropical island ror days after leaving the coast of Peru. 

Their story, exceptionally well translated, abounds with adventures: the organizing in 

New York, where they were helped by the U.S. government, the trip to the Ecua- 

dorian jungle for the balsa logs (a story in itself), the storms at sea, encounters with 

strange and unknown marine life and finally their reception by the natives when they 
landed. The book is illustrated with photographs of the men and the raft which add 

conviction to one of the strangest voyages ever undertaken. (910.4) 


SAILING ALL SEAS IN THE /DLE Hour. Dwight Long. Reprint. 
Hart-Davis, 9s.6d. C8. 320 pages. 11 illustrations. 2 diagrams. 1 map. 
(The Mariners Library) 

The author was only twenty-two years of age when he set off from America across 

the Pacific and the East Indies to England in his 28-foot ketch, the smallest craft ever 

to accomplish such a long voyage. For the major part of the cruise he had a crew of one, 

a splendid young Polynesian named Timi Tefaoora who died in his service at Colombo. 

It is to him that the book is dedicated. Leaving Seattle in September 1934 the Idle Hour 

sailed down the coast to San Diego before turning into the open sea to Hawaii, 

Tahiti, Samoa and New Zealand. Crossing the Tasman Sea to Sydney, she took the 

northward route inside the Great Barrier Reef to New Guinea, Java, Sumatra, Malaya 

and Ceylon. She then followed the shipping route to Aden, on through the Red Sea 
and the Mediterranean, making many calls on the way. Finally, the little vessel 
completed the 30,000-mile passage when she moored at Westminster Bridge in the 
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Thames nearly three years after leaving Seattle. The book is entertainingly written 
and in addition to a detailed account of the voyage the author tells of excursions ashore 
and of personalities he met, among whom was Alain Gerbault, the famous single- 
handed sailor, whose own book had inspired him to make the cruise. (910.4) 


COMPANION INTO suUSSEX. Norman Wymer. Methuen, 10s.6d. C8. 
294 pages. 23 photographs. Bibliography. Index. Endpaper maps. 
(Methuen’s Companion Books) 


An ably devised and well-written guide to what is perhaps the most popular of the 
English Home Counties, one of the most beautiful and varied, so long and wide that it 
is divided into two separate administrative areas with capitals at Lewes and Roman- 
founded Chichester, the county of the glorious South Downs that roll along the length 
of it for something like eighty miles, forming a natural barrier between the coast on 
one side and the Weald on the other. The author writes first of the character of its 
people moulded by the peculiarities of its soil and settings and its history, and then 
proceeds with descriptions of the county, region by region, its most interesting features, 
its crafts, traditions, folklore and customs, its ecclesiastical and domestic architecture, 
its enchanting villages, its old towns and famous coastal resorts, and the coast itself, 
on which Romans, Saxons, Danes and Normans have all landed in their time. He 
makes skilful use of historical detail to add pith and flavour to his text, and has many 
interesting stories to tell of the county’s sons and daughters and the famous people, 
too numerous to mention, who have had some associations with it. From the closely 
packed information in this book the reader will gain a very good idea of the county as 
a whole and find it good reading besides. (914.225) 


RIVER DIARY. Dorothea Eastwood. Wingate, 12s.6d. D8. 256 pages. 


The author and her husband had always wanted some salmon water of their own and, 
a few years ago, bought a beat of the river Usk in a wide and lovely valley seven miles 
below Abergavenny in Wales, where for a large part of each year they lived in a hut 
on the river’s bank with their small son, spending their days happily fishing or exploring 
the surrounding country-side, alone or accompanied by the friends who came to stay 
with them. In this diary the author, who is a poct, painter and botanist, records with 
an artist’s apprehension their ‘timeless existence in contrast to a time-fevered world’. 
‘Now I am engrossed by the beauty of things scen; now my mind runs all on cooking 
and comfort; now on the Creator and His ways. Then it will turn to the tedium or 
pleasures of company, then to pure idleness, then to a bird singing, or a cloud over the 
hill.’ Each entry is headed by an apt quotation that adds point to her narrative. Her 
book is a pastoral idyll, reflecting the peace of mind that comes from close association 
with and contemplation of Nature. It will bring quiet pleasure to many people and a 
timely reminder of those eternal values from which town life so easily divorces us. 
(914.243) 
WARWICKSHIRE. Alan Burgess. Hale, 15s. D8. 320 pages. 49 illustrations. 
Folding map. Bibliography. Index. (The County Books Series) 
A writer who is so moved by the pageant of Spring, as he sees it sweeping across 
Warwickshire, that he is constrained to unearth a decrepit bicycle to tour his native 
county for our benefit, promises to be a good travelling companion from the start. 
This promuse is never belied as he criss-crosses his county, talks to a multitude of peo- 
ple, and draws on his reading and reminiscences on the road. He achieves his stated 
purpose of dealing with the past, present and future of Warwickshire, pointing out 
its scenery, estimating the effects of the Great Wars, and talking about its castles, old 


640 








manors, villages and cities, its dreaming valleys and the woods of Arden. His view is 
always that of “the man on the spot’. He can be discursive, humorous and drily ironical 
as he constructs a detailed narrative; maintaining always a conversational and personal 
style that is one of the chief attractions of this delightful and well-illustrated book. 
(914.248) 
essex. C. Henry Warren. Hale, 15s. D8. 236 pages. 49 illustrations. Folding 
map. Index. (The County Books Series) 
This book is a thorough account of Essex and its people. The author deals with Essex 
farming, past and present, the customs, folklore and traditions of the people, and the 
characteristic architecture of the buildings, from cottage to church and mansion. In 
whatever aspect he regards Essex, however, he is concerned with illustrating two 
themes: first, the persistent rurality of its people and the countryside outside the 
London dormitory area of ‘the lost Essex of the south’. The second is that Essex scenery 
is one of man’s devising and results from generations of co-operation with nature in 
the intensive cultivation of small farms. An appreciation of the Essex scene, he success- 
fully maintains, is based on the ability to appreciate Essex farming. In this enthusiastic, 
well-written and appropriately illustrated book, Essex is shown as rural England at its 
best and as a Home County with a difference. (914.267) 


THE FACE OF WALES. Tudor Edwards. Batsford, 12s.6d. D8. 128 pages. 
Coloured frontispiece. 106 illustrations. Drawings in text. Index. End- 
paper maps. (The Face of Britain) 

The author’s introductory outline of his subject indicates the main topics he deals with 

in detail in the subsequent chapters of this book. To arrive at a physical pattern of 

Wales he shows its geological structure as determining the complexity of its physical 

features, the diversity of the scenery, and the location of pastoral, agricultural and 

industrial life. He illustrates the regional types of cottage architecture, the survival of 

a sub-Celtic culture and the racial temperament inseparable from it, and the charac- 

teristics contributing to the real individuality of the Welsh. His tour through the 

Welsh counties reveals his zest for his native land and his first-hand acquaintance with 

the places he visits. Architecture, history, folklore, scenery, quaint customs and old 

industries are all dealt with. The tourist places are not omitted, but it is the less known 
features of them that he emphasizes. The book gives a true picture of Wales, removes 
many false preconceptions, and should prove a first-rate holiday companion. The 

illustrations are excellent and fit well with the text. (914.29) 

FRANCE. Photographs by K. Peter Karfeld. Introduction by George 
Renwick. Batsford, 27s.6d. R4. 16 pages of text. 47 pages of photographs in 
colour. Notes on illustrations. (The Countries in Colour) 

The second volume in a new scries of pictorial records of various countries. The 

photographs, which are attractive in Composition but not wholly successful in colour, 

are preceded by an introduction, a little ingenuous in tone, which provides historical 
details and stresses points of interest relating to the scenery and people of ‘a land of 

infinite variety’. The notes on the illustrations give technical particulars. (914.4) 

THE SPANIARDS IN THEIR HISTORY. Ramén Menéndez Pidal. Trans- 

; a ; : ‘ 
lated with a Prefatory Essay on the Author’s work by Walter Starkie. 
Hollis & Carter, 16s. D8. 259 pages. 3 maps. Bibliography. Index of names. 

Ramén Menéndez Pidal (born 1869) is the most eminent man of letters of modern 

Spain. Professor Starkie, in a comprehensive prefatory survey of fifteen chapters, 
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deals with the many aspects of Spanish literature and history that have been illuminated 
by the researches and unique interpretative genius of this great scholar, and indicates 
the light in which the present essay of Menéndez Pidal must be read. This essay, 
originally intended as an epilogue to the author’s great work on the history of Spain, 
consists of five chapters. It is first concerned with Spanish national characteristics as 
they have been moulded by history and geographical conditions, as they have been 
exhibited in national crises, and have been wrongly interpreted by some historians. 
From this investigation the author finally justifies his conclusion that, in spite of the 
apparent division of Spain into two hostile parties, Spain is essentially one nation. 
This is an enlightening book written by a very wise man whose objective analysis has 
not dulled a sane patriotism. (914.6) 


SPAIN. Sacheverell Sitwell. Batsford, 16s. D8. 160 pages. 111 illustrations, 
including 4 colour plates. 2 maps. Notes. Index. 
This book is the result of Mr. Sitwell’s many journeys in Spain in the inter-war years 
and in 1947 and 1948 when he was able to make journeys in every direction covering 
the whole field of Spain. The features of his book that are outstanding are, first, his 
treatment of the Spanish cathedrals of Burgos, Seville, Toledo and Santiago as ‘some- 
thing apart in the history of the arts of Europe’ and as an indication of the meaning 
of the Middle Ages. Next is his description of the life of the people from many angles, 
best seen in his accounts of the Feria of Seville, the Holy Week celebrations, the 
Romerias (pilgrimages), the local costumes and the Moorish influences in Andalucia . 
His eye for scenery, too, is remarkable, as in the picture he gives of the monotony of 
part of Old Castile, and the Barrio de Santiago. His account of the Gigantones in many 
towns, the bull fighting and his original point of view about it, his running commen- 
tary on Spanish history and Baroque art, and his knowledge of out of the way places 
and communities in Spain are among the many other good things in this outstanding 
book. The production and excellent illustrations are in keeping with the high literary 
qualities of the text. (914.6) 


TWILIGHT IN SOUTH AFRICA. Henry Gibbs. Jarrolds, 15s. L.Post 8. 
288 pages. 49 illustrations. Index. 
The author visited South Africa in 1949 as a journalist in order to collect material for 
a book. He is observant and informative on matters such as the Cape Coloured, native 
education, Indian influence and the Durban riots, the Bechuanaland question, Basuto- 
land, and the Nationalist movement. The problems of South Africa, particularly those 
arising from race relations, afford enough drama and contrast to make inexhaustible 
copy for journalism; this is a useful book, although it makes but a slight contribution 
to analysis or solution. (916.8) 


SOMEWHERE SOUTH OF SUEZ. Douglas Reed. Jonathan Cape, 12s.6d. 
L.Post 8. 428 pages. 
The author of Insanity Fair travelled in 1947 to South Africa as part of a plan ‘to 
study the continuing drama of the twenticth century from new vantage points’. 
Whilst, therefore, Mr. Reed writes of South Africa with the trained eye of an expe- 
rienced political commentator, he tries to integrate the South African detail into the 
larger pattern of world affairs. Few would agree entirely with his interpretation of the 
forces behind South African politics, particularly regarding racial discrimination, but 
his observations are acute and valuable. He refers to Anthony Trollope, writing of 
South Africa in 1878 and to the accuracy of his forecasts—for the years 1900-50 seem 
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to him a tale of fifty lost years. What part America may play in the development of 
Africa, or what part Africa will play in the struggle for world domination, remains an 
enigma; but “Africa is now a kingpiece in this game’. (916.8) 


CARIBBEAN CIRCUIT. Sir Harry Luke. Nicholson & Watson, 12s.6d. D8. 
277 pages. 78 photographs. 7 drawings. 7 maps in text. Endpaper maps. 
Index. 

This is the fruit of Sir Harry Luke’s Caribbean service as Representative of the British 

Council, between 1943 and 1947. Like his South Seas Diary it contains history but is not 

history, charming descriptions but is not a guide book, and an account of modern 

tendencies in the area, but is neither an economic nor a political treatise. Rather, this 
is like conversation with an acute and humorous observer, of great erudition, who tells 

of those things which have interested him in his travels. (917.29) 


ONE YEAR OF GRACE. A Fragment of Autobiography. Val Gielgud. 
Longmans, Green, 10s.6d. D8. 176 pages. Frontispiece. 
In 1948 Mr. Val Gielgud, after twenty years with the B.B.C. (he is now Head of 
Drama in the Television Department), decided he needed to ‘get away from it all’ 
and take a year’s holiday which he spent in America. This book is the result. His 
descriptions and opinions are sketchy, as they must be, since he stayed nowhere for 
very long, but they repay reading for their frank presentation of certain aspects of the 
American scene as one man saw them. He reviews Broadway’s theatrical season and 
four best-selling American books, comments upon the activities of radio columnists, 
analyses the types of comic strip in the American neswpapers, delivers an indictment 
of the American broadcasting system and expresses fears for the future of television 
there, records his astonishment at the ‘fantastic degree of indulgence allowed to most 
American children’, puts in a plea for leadership in the real sense of the term in the 
democracies, describes the scenery of the places he went to and, in a retrospective 
chapter, puts down what he learnt from his visit. He pays tribute to the generous 
hospitality with which he was everywhere received and expresses his appreciation of 
the friendliness towards England which he encountered. The gulf between the 
American and the British way of life is wide and likely to widen, and the surest way, 
he says, to achieve and strengthen understanding, friendship and co-operation is to 
recognize the fact that ‘Englishmen and Americans are foreigners to each other’ and 
treat them as such. (917.3) 


Biography 
WHO'S WHO, 1950. 102nd year of issue. A. & C. Black, 85s. D8. 3,154 
pages. Supplement. 

The latest issue of this standard biographical dictionary includes details of prominent 
living British personalities and the most celebrated figures of the Commonwealth 
and of foreign countries. The author entries give bibliographies of works published 
by the subject in question, with publication dates in most cases. The entries are pre- 
pared by the subjects themselves, and are revised annually. A list of abbreviations used 
in the volume and an obituary section are included, and also a note on members of the 
Royal Family, and a supplement of last-minute information. (920.042) 


THE HOURS AND THE AGES: A SEQUENCE OF AMERICANS. Edward 
Nicholas. Gollancz, 15s. D8. 304 pages. Bibliography. Index. 

Mr. Nicholas displays a panorama of American history from a Caroline plantation on 

the eve of the War of Independence to the opening of the West at the end of the 
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Civil War, telling his story through the lives of a handful of Americans who lived 
through that period. The author has chosen his characters well, interweaving their 
lives with the succession of historical events. Beginning with Elizabeth Lucas, a young 
girl who began her fascinating letter-book on her father’s estate in 1739, he ends with 
Jessie Anne Frémont, who died in 1902. Each character varies in importance but each 
carries the story on: the Rev. Charles Chauncy Jnr. and his conflict with the revivalist 
Whitefield; the politician Sam Adams of Boston Tea Party fame; the statesman 
Jefferson; Andrew Jackson, vividly portrayed; Margaret Fuller, the transcendentalist; 
Senator Benton and his daughter, Jessie Anne, who married Frémont, the leader of 
the Abolitionists. The book re-creates clearly the various backgrounds, and human 
interest in the characters does not swamp the historical development. The bibliography 
is a note on authorities. (920.073) 


THE GRANDMOTHERS. Kathleen Hazel Coburn. Oxford University Press 
(Toronto, Canada), $3.00. D8. 242 pages. 16 line drawings by John Hall. 
Kathleen Coburn, Assistant Professor of English at Victoria College, University of 
Toronto, began The Grandmothers during the war ‘when it was necessary to think of 
creative forces and creative people at work in human life’. Ruth’s Gran and Jenda’s 
Babicka lived their lives a world apart—one in pioneer upper Canada and the other 
in Bohemia, but they had a marked similarity, a simple matriarchal dignity, a sagacity 
and a kindness that made them kin. Each was as good and wholesome as fresh bread, 
each was a comfort and prop to her family and community. Neither ever met the other 
but their grandchildren met in Canada and talked about them. John Hall’s drawings 
have captured the charm of the rural and village settings most pleasantly. (920.7) 


NELSON. Brian Tunstall. 2nd edition. Duckworth, 4s.6d. C8. 128 pages. 
Portrait. Tables. Plans. Bibliography. (Great Lives) 

This second edition of a brief biography first published in 1933 has been completely 

revised to take into account all the new important material that has since appeared. It 

is a most readable summary of the life of Horatio Nelson (1758-1805), the greatest 

English admiral. The author was formerly Honorary Secretary of the Navy Records 

Society. (923.542) 


TRELAWNEY. R. Glynn Grylls. Constable, 21s. D8. 263 pages. Portrait in 
colour. 6 illustrations. Bibliography. Appendices. Index. 
Edward John Trelawny (1792-1881) was one of the most picturesque figures in that 
picturesque circle which included Byron, Shelley and Leigh Hunt, and if the rest of 
his swashbuckling career were forgotten he would still be remembered as the man 
who plucked Shelley’s heart from the flames of the funeral pyre, and accompanied 
Byron to Greece; the author of Adventures of a Younger Son (1831) and Records of 
Shelley, Byron and the Author (1878). His life has been so much studied that, short of a 
startling new discovery, little can now be added to the story. Miss Grylls has however 
surveyed the whole field afresh with scholarly care; she is perhaps biased in Trelawny’s 
favour, but she has written an interesting, authoritative, well-documented biography 
of permanent value. Miss Rosalie Glynn Grylls, who is Lady (Geoffrey) Mander, has 
published also biographies of Claire Clairmont and Mary Shelley. (923.9) 


RED BUFFALO. H. W. D. Longden. Juta (Cape Town, South Africa), 12s.6d. 
D8. 234 pages. 13 illustrations. Endpaper maps. 

The story of Will Longden, pioneer, friend and emissary of Rhodes. As a young man 

Longden was sent as Rhodes’s special emissary to Gungungyana, King of Gazaland 
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and carried out many hazardous undertakings for the old Chartered Company. After 
the Matabele War he settled at Melsetter, on the Portuguese border of Southern 
Rhodesia, where he acquired from the Dutch settlers the nickname of ‘Red Buffalo’. 
This biography, written by his cousin, a well-known South African journalist, con- 
tains a number of stories of pioneering days and characters beyond the Limpopo. 


(923.96) 
AMONG THE DOCTORS. Alfred Cox. Christopher Johnson, 12s.6d. L.Post 8. 
224 pages. Portrait. Index. 


Dr. Alfred Cox, Medical Secretary of the British Medical Association from 1912 until 
his retirement in 1932, entered the profession during the eighties as an unqualified 
assistant to an unscrupulous medical practitioner in Carlisle. There followed years of 
more respectable apprenticeship in County Durham and Northumberland, culminating 
in qualification at Newcastle-upon-Tyne in 1891. While he was struggling to build 
up a practice at Gateshead he became convinced that the medical profession would 
have to adopt trade union methods to remedy the abuses of contract practice. 
Election to the municipal council and the formation of the Gateshead Medical Asso- 
ciation were the first steps towards a career in medical politics, and from this time 
Dr. Cox’s autobiography is largely a record of the development of the Association 
he served in London and throughout the Commonwealth. Specially valuable, in view 
of the recent struggle over the National Health Service, is the account of the negotia- 
tions during the years 1911-13 between the Government and the British Medical 
Association over the National Health Insurance Bill, and most entertaining is the 
description of the early years in apprenticeship and practice. (926.1) 


WHO'S WHO IN MUSIC. Edited by L. G. Pine. Shaw Publishing Co., 30s. 
D8. 508 pages. Index. 
This first post-war edition of a reference work on all things musical has been com- 
pletely revised, re-written and re-set. The first three sections cover music and musicians 
in Great Britain: the Who’s Who proper; legal information (performing rights, 
copyright, recent legal decisions, etc.); and general information such as lists of music 
publishers and retailers, musical societies, pianoforte and other musical instrument 
manufacturers, recording studios, and radio manufacturers. The fourth and fifth 
sections comprise a Who’s Who of overseas (including Commonwealth) musicians, 
and a section of general information on overseas music publishers, retailers and whole- 
salers, societies and manufacturers. There is also a concise glossary of musical terms. 
Some forty general articles on music in Britain begin the volume. These include such 
items as ‘The Music Profession and the B.B.C.” by Sir Steuart Wilson; ‘The Central 
Music Library’ by Lionel McColvin; and articles on the Royal Naval and Military 
Schools, the Royal College of Music, etc. (927.8) 


KEAN. The Life and Paradox of the Great Actor. Giles Playfair. 2nd, revised, 
edition. Reinhardt & Evans, 12s.6d. D8. 355 pages. 6 illustrations. Genea- 
logical table. Appendix. Indexes. 

The author of this biography of Edmund Kean (?1790-1833), first published in 1939, 

is the son of the famous actor-manager, Sir Nigel Playfair; he has made several 

revisions and corrections for this edition, including a correction in his surmised date 
of Kean’s birth. Kean’s life off stage was as stupendous as his life on the boards. Born 
almost in the gutter, the illegitimate son of ne’er-do-well parents, who were players 
themselves, Kean’s rise to fame as a great Shakespearian actor was the more astound- 
ing. His genius was untutored, sound in instinct, yet groping at times in fulfilment. 
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His revolutionary ideas regarding naturalism in acting were developed by more cul- 
tured successors. Posterity has learned of his greatness in the years following his début 
at Drury Lane Theatre, London, in 1814, but tragedy and ill-fortune, much of it self- 
earned, gradually overshadowed his brilliant promise. Although it was his new 
interpretation of Shakespearian parts that had probably the greatest influence on 
following generations of actors, his roles were diverse, one of the most famous being 
that of Sir Giles Overreach in Massinger’s A New Way to Pay Old Debts. (927.92) 


Ancient History 

THE ANCIENT HISTORY OF THE NEAR EAST: FROM THE EARLIEST 
TIMES TO THE BATTLE OF SALAMIS. H. R. Hall. 11th edition. 
Methuen, 25s. D8. 654 pages. 33 plates. 14 maps. Chronological table. 
Index. 

This work was first published in 1913; this eleventh edition is a reprint of that revised 

by Mr. C. J. Gadd in 1932. The late Dr. Hall was the Keeper of Egyptian and Assyrian 

Antiquities in the British Museum. This volume gives an account of the nations of the 

Near East, including Greece up to the final defeat of the Persian attack on Greece in 

480-479 B.c. Although some of its conclusions and chronology have since been 

modified, the book retains its popularity and value, especially as a manual for Univer- 

sity students who require a general knowledge of the west-oriental world. —_(930) 


World War II 

I WAS THERE. The personal story of the Chief of Staff to Presidents 
Roosevelt and Truman based on his Notes and Diaries made at the time. 
William D. Leahy. Gollancz, 25s. D8. 592 pages. 1 illustration. 27 appen- 
dices. Index. 


The period covered by this book is the Second World War and the months imme- 
diately following it. Admiral Leahy was United States Ambassador to Vichy France 
from January 1941 to May 1942, and the account of this Embassy is the most valuable 
part of the book. He gives his personal views of the political and economic situation 
inside France during that time and tells of his relationship with Pétain, Darlan, Laval 
and other high Vichy officials. He left France on recall to the United States to fill the 
newly created post of Chief of Staff to the President in his capacity as Commander-in- 
Chief of the U.S. Army and Navy, holding roughly the same position as General 
Ismay held to Mr. Churchill. From then on he was at the heart of things in Washington, 
in Teheran, Cairo, Yalta, Quebec and Potsdam. A chapter of particular interest deals 
with the organization of the High Command at Washington, but the Admiral is a 
little premature in some of the British ranks. Although not all will agree with his 
criticism of General de Gaulle, the book is a useful contribution to the history of the 
Second World War and adds in detail to the records already provided by other leading 
statesmen and commanders. (940.548173) 


Britain 

ENGLAND BEFORE ELIZABETH. Helen Cam. Hutchinson, 7s.6d. C8. 
184 pages. 10 maps. Chronological tables. Index. (Hutchinson’s University 
Library) 


Miss Cam is Professor of History in Harvard University, Fellow of Girton College, 
Cambridge, and formerly Vice-President of the Royal Historical Society. Her book is 
a notable achievement in condensation and has a strongly factual approach which 
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makes it ideal for revision purposes. It is very simply written. It ranges from pre- 
Roman Britain to the Reformation. The author makes the point that the importance 
of earlier history in shaping English society is often underestimated and she endeavours 
to make the Middle Ages not only alive but relevant to the England of 1950. (942) 


THE EARLY CULTURES OF NORTH WEST EUROPE. H. M. Chadwick 
Memorial Studies. Edited by Sir Cyril Fox and Bruce Dickins. Cambridge 
University Press, 63s. C4. 457 pages. Portrait frontispiece. 12 plates. 12 text 
figures. 5 maps. 4 plans in end pocket. Biographical note. 

Hector Munro Chadwick (1870-1947) was Professor of Anglo-Saxon in the Univer- 

sity of Cambridge from 1912 to 1941, and author of Studies in Old English, The Origin 

of the English Nation, The Heroic Age, etc. This volume has been prepared, as a memorial 
to his work, by friends and pupils of his. Its contents are grouped under the headings 

Archaeological, Celtic, Anglo-Saxon, Early Norse, and Place Names, and include, 

among other valuable studies: the Long Barrow in Western Europe, by G. E. Daniel; 

The Cotswold Megalithic Culture, by E. M. Clifford; The Beaker Period in Cumber- 

land, etc., by Clare I. Fell; Burial Ritual and Custom in the Bronze Age, illustrated 

by recent excavations in South Wales, by Sir Cyril Fox; The Norse Heritage in the 

Isle of Man, by B. R. S. and E. M. Megaw; The Celtic Settlement of Ireland, by 

T. G. E. Powell; Notes on the Ogam Inscriptions of Southern Britain, by Kenneth 

Jackson; The Interpretation of ‘The Seafarer’, by Dorothy Whitelock; Ungloomy 

Aspects of Anglo-Saxon Poetry, by Jean I. Young; the Beheaded Manumission in the 

Exeter Book, by Bruce Dickins, etc. (942.01) 


ELIZABETHAN LIFE IN TOWN AND COUNTRY. M. St. Clare Byrne. 
6th edition, revised. Methuen, 10s.6d. C8. 326 pages. 7 plates. Map. 
Bibliography. Index. 

The sixth revised edition of a work, first published in 1935, which has established 

itself as an authority for the social history of the age. It is based almost entirely on 

contemporary description and is especially full on the domestic scene and on the lives 
of ordinary men and women. It is lucid and scholarly, and fascinating to read. The 

bibliography is an excellent classified selective book-list. (942.055) 


PITT VERSUS FOX: FATHER AND SON, 1735-1806. Erich Eyck. 
Translated from the German by Eric Northcott. Bell, 21s. D8. 404 pages. 
6 plates (portraits). Bibliography. Chronological index of events. Index 
of persons. 


Dr. Eyck is a German lawyer, famous in pre-Nazi days as a contributor to the 
Vossische Zeitung, and is amongst the most distinguished Bismarckian scholars of our 
day. His Bismarck: Leben und Werk (1941-4) is regarded as a classic and he has also 
written a volume on Gladstone (1938). In this book he traces the career of Henry Fox 
and Lord Chatham and their sons, Charles James Fox and William Pitt, and shows how 
they dominated the politics of these seventy years, how their careers overlapped and 
ran in rivalry and how three of them emerged as great orators and men of action. He 
describes admirably the complicated relations of the various families, and assesses other 
personalities of the period. He sums up the arguments for and against the four 
politicians, finding little that is good in Henry Fox but praising his son without 
reservation. This review of the politics of the middle years of the eighteenth century is 
not a specialist book; it explains lucidly for the ordinary reader many of the great 
issues that had then to be faced, and reduces a great amount of complicated material 
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into a competent and pleasantly readable narrative. This work was originally 
published in Ziirich in 1946; the translation is excellent. (942.07) 
VOLTAIRE’S ENGLAND. Edited by Desmond Flower. Folio Society: Cassell, 
16s. M8. 207 pages. 15 illustrations from a portrait by J. M. Liotard and 
engravings by William Hogarth. 
Voltaire landed at Greenwich in 1726 and remained in England for nearly three years, 
during which he saw a great deal. He himself described this period as the most impor- 
tant incident of his career, so powerful was the impact of the mode of life which he 
discovered in London. When his Letters concerning the English (1733) appeared in 
French in Rouen as Lettres Philosophiques (1744) it was banned by the French govern- 
ment, but, reprinted secretly, it contributed to the French Revolution. In the Letters 
and later writings Voltaire commented, appreciatively or critically, on most aspects of 
English life. Mr. Flower has brought many of these passages together under the 
headings of The Social Scene, History, Government, justice, Religion, Literature, 
Theatre, and Philosophy, and the result is both a witty, penetrating commentary on 
England and a revelation of the mind of Voltaire. (942.071) 


Africa 
ANNUAL REPORT ON THE GOLD COAST FOR THE YEAR 1948. 
Colonial Office. H.M. Stationery Office, 3s.6d. D8. 250 pages. 34 photo- 
graphs. Map. Tables. Bibliography. Paper bound. 
The year opened with serious riots as the result of which a special Commission was 
appointed to inquire into the causes. In its findings (Colonial Nos. 231 and 232) this 
body urge further investigations of the economic causes of discontent (notably the 
ravages of swollen shoot disease of cocoa) and the possibilities of constitutional 
advance. Three scientists nominated by F.A.O. produced a report on the former 
(Colonial No. 236) and the publication of this has been followed by intensified measures 
to combat the disease. A committee (composed entirely of Africans) under the chair- 
manship of the Hon. Mr. Justice (now Sir James) Coussey was set up in the autumn to 
examine the question of constitutional and political reform. The annual report, which 
was printed in the Gold Coast, not only gives an account of the working of Govern- 
ment Departments but has extensive summaries of the reports of the Commissions 
published during the year. There is an excellent collection of photographs, and de- 
tailed tables showing revenue and expenditure of local authorities and giving other 
useful information. (966.7) 


ANNUAL REPORT OF THE COLONY AND PROTECTORATE OF KENYA 
FOR THE YEAR 1948. Colonial Office. H.M. Stationery Office, 3s.6d. 
D8. 113 pages. 8 photographs. Map. Tables. Bibliography. Paper bound. 

In carrying out the Development and Welfare project, priority has been given to the 

building of houses and schools, but important work has also been done for the im- 

provement of agriculture, particularly by the promotion of soil conservation. There 

has been a general increase in expenditure on social services not only from central 

funds but by local authorities. (967.6) 

SERETSE KHAMA AND THE BAMANGWATO. Julian Mockford. Staples 
Press, 128.6d. D8. 239 pages. 8 illustrations. Appendix. Index. Endpaper 
maps. 

Julian Mockford’s death earlier in this year deprived South Africa’s High Commis- 

sioner in London of a gifted Public Relations Officer with a ready pen. This is his latest 
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work. It is mainly concerned with the history of Bechuanaland from the days of 
Khama, whose Bamangwato warriors fought with the British against the Matabele, 
until the latter part of Tshekedi’s rule. Clearly nothing in this presentation of the 
historical background conflicts with the official South African views on the position 
of Africans and of the Protectorates. (968.11) 
SPARKS FROM THE BORDER ANVIL. A.W. Burton. Provincial Publishing 
Co. (Kingwilliamstown, South Africa), 17s.6d. D8. 315 pages. Portraits and 
illustrations. Appendix. Glossary. 
Sketches of Kaffrarian borderland history by an acknowledged authority, embodying 
much new material. T v larger section of the book is taken up with the Nongqause 
or ‘cattle-killing’ episode of 1856-7. Other sections treat the early history of King- 
williamstown and East London. Eighty illustrations are included, many published Sor 
the first time. There is an historical appendix and a glossary of Xosa terms. (968.7) 
KIMBERLEY UNDER SIEGE. A. J. Beet and C. B. Harris. Dianond Fields 
Advertiser (Kimberley, South Africa), 128.6d. R8. 95 pages. 28 illustrations. 
This short memoir was published to commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of the 
Siege of Kimbe rley. In addition to the narrative of the Siege there is a daily chronicle 
of events, roll of honour, and list of names and addresses of survivors. (968.782) 


Newfoundland 

NEWFOUNDLAND, TENTH PROVINCE OF CANADA. John Parker. 
Lincolns-Prager, 10s.6d. D8. 22 photographs. 3 maps. Tables. Bibliography. 
Index. 

An outline of the history and contemporary life of Newfoundland, which became 

part of Canada in 1949. The author was Parliamentary Secretary for the Dominions 

from 1945 to 1946 and visited the island in 1948. (971.8) 

British West Indies 

A SHORT HISTORY OF THE BRITISH WEST INDIES. H. V. Wiseman. 
University of London Press, 6s. C8. 159 pages. 37 photographs. Endpaper 
maps. 

This short history tells in outline the story of the Caribbean area from its discovery 

until 1947, and is suitable either as a text-book or for general reading. (972.9) 

ANNUAL REPORT ON JAMAICA FOR THE YEAR 1948. Colonial 
Office. H.M. Stationery Office, 8s.6d. M8. 146 pages. Map. Tables. Biblio- 
graphy. Paper bound. 

Particular prominence has been given to agricultural development during the year 

and there has been a considerable increase in the volume of production, notably of 

livestock, bananas, sugar, and citrus pulp. There has also been progress in land settle- 

ment and efforts are being made to encourage small farmers to own their land. 


(972.92) 
United States 


THE AMERICAN UNION: ITS INTERPRETATION AND ITS HISTORIC 
ORIGINS. Merrill Jensen. Oxford University Press, 2s. D8. 30 pages. Paper 
bound. 

The American union was the product of the American revolution, expressed in the 

Articles of Confederation and subsequently in the Constitution of 1787. Ever since 
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the eighteenth century Americans have been debating the exact nature of the union 
created by these brief and simply written documents, one interpretation holding that 
the central government should be a truly federal government and the other holding 
that it should be a truly national government. This lecture analyses the significant 
aspects of the period out of which came the American constitution and indicates that 
partisan programmes rather than a knowledge of what really happened have been 
the basis of most previous explanations. But if contemporary evidence of this kind 
offers little in the way of understanding current constitutional problems, there is a 
valuable lesson to be learnt from the study of the realistic approach to politics of the 
best of the eighteenth-century thinkers. This is the inaugural lecture of the new 
Harmsworth Professor of American History in the University of Oxford. (973.3) 


Australia 
SELECT DOCUMENTS IN AUSTRALIAN HISTORY, 1788-1850. 
Selected and edited by C. M. H. Clark with the assistance of L. J. Pryor. 
Angus & Robertson (Sydney, Australia), 30s. D8. 450 pages. Bibliographies. 
Appendix. Index. 
Here, under broad headings such as transportation, immigration, land policy, consti- 
tutional history, the first settlements, economic and social conditions, have been 
collected significant documents or extracts from documents (some unpublished) 
dealing with the history of Australia from 1788 to 1850. Documents on exploration 
by land and sea have been omitted, but in all other respects the book is a compact 
and valuable guide for the student of Australian history, whilst an attempt has been 
made to help the specialist through the notes on sources contained in the appendix. 
Mr. Clark is Professor of History at the Canberra University College and he expects 
to publish at a later date a further volume of documents covering the period 1850-1940. 
(994.02) 


FICTION 
General 


THE SNOW MOUNTAIN. Ludwig Bemelmans. Hamish Hamilton, 10s.6d. 
IC8. 289 pages. Coloured endpaper by the author. 


The scene of Mr. Bemelmans’s novel is a mountain village in the Austrian Tyrol 
before and during the last war. It is written with the sentimental nostalgia born of 
exile in America. Herr Haberdietzel, a prospector from another village, turns the 
Hotel Gentiane into an up-to-date tourist resort, which, with the coming of the 
Germans, is converted into a rest home for war-weary fliers and submarine heroes. 
The opportunist Haberdietzel is contrasted with Herr Tannegg, a wise and simple 
peasant and the proprietor of the Alpenrose inn. Finally the two men are united 
through the marriage of their children. Native peasant simplicity and charm are offset 
by the sophistication of the winter-sporters and the imbecilities of the Nazis. Among 
the other characters who complete the Tyrolean scene are a warm-hearted nun, a 
millionaire and an alluring princess. 


UNDER THE SKIN. Phyllis Bottome. Faber & Faber, 10s.6d. C8. 336 pages 
A romantic story whose theme is the colour problem in an island in the West Indies. 
Mrs. Armstrong, a young war-widow, arrives from England to take up her new post 
as headmistress of a school where pupils and staff are of mixed nationalities; she is very 
soon drawn into a web of intrigue and suspicion of which, being an ingenuous and 
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well-meaning young woman with no colour prejudice, she is almost unaware. The 
story takes many a dramatic turn before she finally decides to make a mixed matriage 
and throw in her lot with the islanders. The scenery of the island is vividly described. 


THE ISLES OF UNWISDOM. Robert Graves. Cassell, 10s.6d. C8. 431 pages. 
Map. 

Robert Graves has reconstructed the story of the fantastic Spanish expedition of 1595, 
when four ships under General Alvarode Mendaiia y Castro set out from Peru to colon- 
ize the Solomon Islands. Ten months later only one galleon, after almost incredible hard- 
ships in which two thirds of the crew were lost, succeeded in reaching Manila Harbour 
in the Philippines under the command of General Mendajia’s widow, the astonishing 
Doiia Ysabel, who celebrated her second marriage soon after the landing. The account 
is based upon the original anonymous Spanish report first published in Madrid in 1876, 
an inaccurate translation of which appeared among the publications of the Hakluyt 
Society in 1903 under the title Voyages of Pedro Fernandez de Quiros, 1595-1606, the 
chief pilot of the expedition. Mr. Graves has brought all his careful scholarship as well 
as his knowledge of Spanish to bear upon the reconstruction of the story, inventing 
only as much as it required for continuity. The expedition is of special interest not only 
because the Marquesas Islands and the South Solomons were discovered in the course 
of it, but for its bearing on the history of Spanish colonization and seamanship, with 
the conflict between sailor and soldier, prospector and missionary. 


THE OUTLANDER. Germaine Guevremont. Translated from the French by 
Eric Sutton. McGraw-Hill (Toronto, Canada), $3.00. 1C8. 290 pages. 


A stalwart young man knocks at the door of the Beauchemin farm in lower Quebec 
and asks for work. He gives no name, saying ‘the Outlander’ will do. The story deals 
with his impact upon the quiet lives of the men and women of the tight-knit farming 
community. It is an unusually perceptive novel combining a quality of universality 
with an individual account of the quiet drama of simple lives. The Outlander has been 
published in France, and won a prize from the French-Canadian Academy. 


WINTER SONG. James Hanley. Phoenix House, 12s.6d. C8. 317 pages. 

Mr. Hanley is probably the most powerful English writer about the sea and working- 
class life now living. Winter Song concludes the story of the Furys (an Irish Catholic 
family living in the dockside slums of Liverpool) as contained in the three previously 
published volumes—The Furys, The Secret Journey and Our Time is Gone. It is mainly a 
study of old age, of Mrs. Fury and her husband, Dennis, and their three children, and 
of how they finally come home again to Ireland. Believing her husband to be drowned 
at sea during the 1914-18 War, Mrs. Fury has sold up the old home and gone into a 
hospital for the dying. When this book opens one child is in prison, another a street- 
walker and another a trade union leader. Slowly Mr. Fury is nursed back to life after 
what the sea has done to him. To some extent each character is a human wreck and 
Mr. Hanley writes of them with a pity and tenderness perhaps unequalled in modern 
fiction. His stature as a novelist can be measured by the fact that he is always at his 
best when describing human endurance in adversity, and he has the sombre power and 
simple dignity that can rise to the heights of tragedy. 


HIDE AND SEEK. Two Tales of Escape: THE HIDEOUT and THE BLACK 
BAND. Egon Hostovsky. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 10s.6d. C8. 256 pages. 

Of the two short novels contained in this book The Hideout has been translated from 

the Czech by Fern Long, and The Black Band by Jindra Brumlikova and Isabella 
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Athey. Their common theme is spiritual self-imprisonment and the liberating power 
of the imagination. In The Hideout (1943), a Czech engineer, who has been living in a 
cellar in a Normandy village for two years during the German occupation of France 
in World War II, writes a long letter to his wife in which he reviews his past life in 
the light of a decision to sacrifice himself in a suicidal mission for the Resistance. It 
seems to him that the past two years are, in fact, symbolical of his whole existence and 
that he has always been living in darkness, imprisoned in himself. He realizes that only 
by losing his life can he save it and establish communion with others. The Black Band 
(1933) is a long story of a child’s fantasy world, half reality, half fantastic adventure. 
Both storics are an attempt to recapture the free imagination and simple faith of 
childhood, which the author sees as the key to the meaning of existence. 


THE ASTROLOGER. Edward Hyams. Longmans, Green, 9s.6d. sC8. 250 pages. 
A satirical fantasy in which a young mathematician of genius evolves a theory of 
Universal Tides by which he can scientifically predict the future. A combine of 
business men and politicians is formed to exploit him and a new Oracle is set up at 
Delphi, which has considerable repercussions on international affairs. The astrologer’s 
fiancée, alarmed at the danger of war, appeals for a general strike of women, and the 
astrologer himself tries to force world union by announcing the imminence of an 
invasion from Mars. The effect of this announcement on the policies of the Vatican, 
the Kremlin and other Powers is worked out in a spirit of ebullient comedy. The book 
is, in effect, a savagely witty allegory of the ‘cold war’. 


NICOLAS AND ANTOINETTE. Freda Lingstrom. Allan Wingate, 9s.6d. C8. 
271 pages. 

Nicolas and Antoinette are peasants living in an inaccessible part of the French Alps. 
The first part of the book recounts Antoinette’s childhood in her parents’ mountain 
hut and her marriage to Nicolas. On the death of the old people and the subsequent 
division of the family property, Nicolas and Antoinette go to live for ten years in Paris 
to earn enough money to return to the old home and buy out Antoinette’s brothers 
and sisters. It is a simple story, based on facts, charmingly told. 


EVERY MAN A PENNY. Bruce Marshall. Constable, 12s.6d. C8. 512 pages. 
In the life story of his saintly little priest, Abbé Gaston, Mr. Marshall gives a lively 
review of the past thirty-five years of French history, from the Paris of 1914 until the 
present day. Abbé Gaston’s charity and unassuming goodness embarrasses his superiors, 
both churchmen and politicians, who are shown as more than usually lacking in 
human dignity. The narrative, which embraces both world wars, is carried through 
with much spirit, though the contrast between the Abbé’s simple goodness and the 
ironical treatment of the other clerics of the parish of Saint Clovis, and even of more 
exalted ecclesiastical personages, is rather too simplified. The author extracts a good 
deal of humour from the behaviour of the German military chaplains in the Paris of 
1941. 


A KISS FOR THE LEPER (LE BAISER AU LEPREUX) and GENETRIX. 
Francois Mauriac. Translated from the French by Gerard Hopkins. Eyre 
& Spottiswoode, 9s. 1C8. 208 pages. 

Both the short novels in this volume are set, as is usual with M. Mauriac, in the sombre 

pine-wood country near Bordeaux and both are studies in family tyranny, conceived 

and written with superlative art. In Genetrix (1923) he shows the destructive, spider- 
like power of the devouring mother. A Kiss for the Leper (1922) is an equally terrible 
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story of the marriage of a sick ly and repulsive son of a rich family to a charming, 
healthy young girl—a match which her grasping parents regard as highly desirable. In 
each cz ase, the horror of the situation is mitigated and invested with beauty by the 
author’s compassion and profound insight into human complexities. The translation is 
masterly. Genetrix has not been translated before. 


A MORNING AT THE OFFICE. Edgar Mittelhélzer. Hogarth Press, 8s.6d. 
C8. 256 pages. 
Mr. Mittelhdlzer has set the scene of his sharp little social comedy in the office of a 
business firm in Port of Spain, Trinidad; the action takes place in one morning. With 
bricf sketches of the background and the personality of each member of the staff— 
from the negro office boy to the English manager—he weaves an engrossing pattern of 
office intrigue, " mance and near-drama. The character drawi ing is not perhaps pro- 
found, but it is shrewd enough, and the ambitions, frustrations and fears of this motley 
group of people—black, olive-skinned or white—are ruthlessly portrayed; class- 
conscious and race-conscious, they are all seen to be riddled with an uneasy and 
insidious snobbery. This first novel is slightly self-conscious and over bright, but it is of 
much interest for its unusual mise en scene which is, obviously, authentically presented. 


SOME TAME GAZELLE. Barbara Pym. Jon tathan Cape, 9s. 6d. C8. 252 pages. 


In a story reminiscent of Trollope and Mrs. Gaskell’s Cranford the author recounts the 
daily lives over a short period o ¢ time of two middle-aged sisters living in a sequestered 
English village, of whom one is devoted to the Archdeacon and the other has a passion 
for curates. A peters» of small happenings, with some diverting character studies, 


this is a tale to be read at Icisure, gently ironic and quietly entertaining. 








THE SHOW MUST GO ON. Elmer Rice. Gollancz, 12s.6d. C8. 478 pages. 

Elmer Rice, himself a successful playwright, has written a long documentary novel of 
American theatrical life, which centres on the production, first in Boston and then in 
New York, of The Clouded Mirror, the first play by a young provincial writer. Leroy 
Thompson, a producer of genius, whose own acting ambitions have been thwarted by 
a disfiguring facial birthmark, goes into partnership with his mistress, Claire, and takes 
over an old theatre in the ‘Edwardian’ district of New York, inherited from Claire’s 
dead husband. The intri; gue, the quarrels and the love affairs to which the rehearsals 
and production of The Clouded Mirror give rise all go to mz - up a carefully contrived 
plot, which is worked out with idiomatic richness and much first hand factual detail. 


A TOWN LIKE ALICE. Nevil Shute. Heinemann, 10s.6d. sC8. 333 pages. 
The first part « »f Mr. Shute’s book is set in Malaya and recounts the hardships and 
heroism of forty English wa ren and children forced by the Japanese, after their 
capture of f the country in World War II, to march aimle ssly from place to place. Many 
of the women and children die. They are led by Jean Paget, a London typist, and those 
who survive the march settle in a Malay vill: age and work in the rice fields. The second 
part of the book is set in Australia v where Jean has gone to look for Joe Harmon, a 
sergeant crucified by the Japanese for helping the English women. Meanwhile, Joe 
has gone to England to look for Jean, but they meet in Australia on Joe’s return, marry 
and settle on a Queensland cattle station. Jean, who has in the meantime inherited a 
good deal of money, devotes it to improving life in the little township, Alice. Mr. 
Shute writes in an easy colloquial manner—the story is related by Jean’s London 
solicitor—and he combines a strong narrative power with a refreshing sense of fact 
and a warm humanity. A Town Like Alice is a fine tribute by an English writer to the 
Australian peopl 








THE JUNGLE OF yOUR HEART. Frank Tilsley. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
10s.6d. C8. 320 pages. 


Mr. Tilsley writes of café, factory and office life with an unassuming truthfulness. Paul 
is a commercial traveller in ornamental fireplaces; his wife, Grace, keeps the café 
underneath their flat, which is frequented by the workers of the nearby factory and 
laundry. Grace is losing her looks and Paul goes off for a week-end with the more 
glamorous Susan, his boss’s secretary, while Pat, his staunch sixteen-year-old daughter 
watches the growing disharmony between her parents. Finally the ties of family prove 
stronger than the attractions of Susan, and Paul gives up his job and takes work in 
another town as a maker of fireplaces rather than a seller of them. This is a deceptively 
simple book with the authentic accent of life itself. 


Reprints 


THE HOTEL. TO THE NORTH. Elizabeth Bowen. Jonathan Cape, 7s.6d. 
each. sC8. 270:329 pages. Frontispiece. (Uniform Edition) 

The Hotel (1927) Miss Bowen’s first full-length novel, is a leisurely tale of a group of 
well-to-do English people, both young and old, staying in an hotel on the Italian 
Riviera. The wide canvas allows full play to Miss Bowen’s sense of comedy and pathos, 
and her insight into human nature. Delightfully caught are the enchanting scenery, the 
holiday atmosphere, and the relationships of people who seem to know one another 
better than they do; friendships, love affairs may evaporate at the end of the season, 
but they have left their subtle impression upon character, nevertheless. To the North 
(1932) is a far more mature work; it is a most poignant and searching love-story, a 
study of the agonizing conflict between innocence of heart and sophistication. Emme- 
line, who is very beautiful and very short-sighted (in every sense of the word) is one 
of Miss Bowen’s unforgettable heroines; she cannot understand lechery any more than 
Markie—the presentable young-man-about-town, so attractive to women—can 
understand the pure flame of passion. In contrast to Emmeline, Miss Bowen has 
drawn very skilful portraits of her sister-in-law, Cecilia, a young widow—chic, pretty 
and restless—whose love affairs take a more placid course; of Lady Waters who likes 
to run everybody’s lives; of Pauline (one of Miss Bowen’s devastatingly realistic 
adolescents). The scene is laid in St. John’s Wood, London, chiefly in the gracious house 
shared, in a spirit of cool affection, by Cecilia and Emmeline. Both books have 
conveyed the atmosphere of their period to a nicety. 


ROSE ANSTEY. Ronald Fraser. Pan Books, 2s. in the United Kingdom; 
1s.6d. elsewhere. sF8. 262 pages. Paper bound. 
The scene of Ronald Fraser’s philosophical fantasy is a noble house in Primrose Hill, 
London. The occupants form a little enclosed world—Mrs. Scott the Cockney land- 
lady always grumbling yet with a heart of gold; silly, suburban Mrs. Anstey, and Rose, 
who charmed Mrs. Scott into letting them live there; Mrs. Scott’s lodgers, the middle- 
aged bachelor brothers—a painter, a business man, and a mystic manqué—who live 
with great elegance. The beautiful Rose, elusive as the hamadryad she so much 
resembles, moves gently among them all, eternally young and yet eternally wise; she 
touches life at many points, but never wishes to become involved in it—her charm is, 
indeed, her exquisite detachment. But she marrics George, the most solid of the 
brothers; her own intgrity of spirit dissolves, and her relationship with all three 
brothers undergoes a subtle change. Later she discovers the absolute of love with a 
young airman; Hawk, indeed, belongs to the skies, and it is flying with him that she 
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meets her death—there is no other solution, perfection cannot be held. This little 
masterpiece of filigree prose and prismatic colouring was first published in 1930. 


THE PRINCESS CASAMASSIMA. Henry James. Preface by the Author. 
Lehmann, 10s.6d. (Double volume.) C8. 511 pages. (The Chiltern 
Library) 

Henry James (1843-1916) was always more occupied with dealing with a problem 

than with telling a story in his novels. In this book, first published in 1886, James 

imagines ‘a small, ardent and obscure observer of the London world’ from which he 
feels outcast but about which his intelligence poses social questions that he is power- 
less to solve. James makes his hero, Hyacinth Robinson, such a person. The natural 
son of a rakish peer, he is reared in the East End of London by a poor dressmaker and 
becomes the easy tool of hothead revolutionaries and a victim of his advocacy of their 
cause. The author, in his introduction, explains how he came by his problem and how 
he resuscitated a character ‘left on his hands’ from a previous novel, to become the 

Princess Casamassima, who, in her taking up of the hero, plays the femme fatale in this 

present book. There are many varied estimates of The Princess Casamassima as a novel. 

It is by no means one of James’s best, but it is worth the attention of all interested in the 

history of the novel, for it illustrates his characteristics: style, construction, detachment, 

and intentness on craftsmanship. 


Crime, Detection and Mystery 
THE HOUSE ACROSS THE RIVER. Margaret Bonham. Michael Joseph, 
9s.6d. sC8. 222 pages. 

On the night that Nigel Cassel leaves his wife he stumbles upon the body of a mur- 
dered woman. Unwilling to be involved and more than ever uncertain of himself, he 
is strongly impressed by the character of a doctor whom he meets by chance the same 
evening. Feeling obscurely that the doctor can help him to a solution of his problems, 
Cassel pursues him across the country. With him goes the comfortably companionable 
Olivia, who steers him towards a more rational view of things. In solving the problem of 
himself, Cassel also solves the murder and the enigma of the doctor’s personality. The 
author has previously published a volume of short stories. Her first novel is promising. 
It has its weaknesses—a woolly opening, loose sentence construction, and delay in 
getting under way—but the dialogue is plausible, the author is successful in conveying 
atmosphere—in a pious Welsh house, a seedy country inn, a hospital—and she pays 
careful attention to minor characters, such as a Welsh insurance agent, a child with an 
unfortunate background and a Cockney waiter who, by their naturalness, contribute 
an air of conviction to the plot. 


A FOREST OF EYES. Victor Canning. Hodder & Stoughton, 8s.6d. C8. 
254 pages. 

Robert Hudson, negotiating an engineering contract in Yugoslavia, is unexpectedly 
committed to helping someone unknown to him out of the country. Police sur- 
veillance, and emotional complications in two directions, hamper the success of an 
enterprise which, if it fails, will have fatal consequences for himself and others, includ- 
ing the girl who is troubling his mind. The succession of incidents is well controlled 
and logically imagined, the characters are clear, well rounded and plausible, and the 
whole tale is taut with suspense and a rising excitement that rivets the attention. 


A MURDER IS ANNOUNCED. Agatha Christie. Collins, 8s.6d. C8. 256 pages. 


With this story Agatha Christie, in the forefront of detective story writers, reaches her 
half-century of published books and justifies her assured position with another mystery 


655 








that will baffle all but those experienced enough to note a leading pointer. A village 
newspaper announces that a murder will take place at Miss Blacklock’s house at an 
appointed time, and take place it does. A fortune was known to be coming to Miss 
Blacklock. Who, then, would benefit by her death? It is Miss Marple, a lit tle old lady 
with an inquiring mind. who arrives at the truth, but not in time to prevent two more 
murders. Once again the author mixes homely atmosphere with dreadful event, 
likable characters with intrigue and suspicion, in a blend that will keep the reader 


happily absorbed. 


THE LONG ESCAPE. David Dodge. Michael Joseph, 8s.6d. C8. 191 pages. 
A breezy tale about an investigator who is asked to trace a man who disappeared five 
years earlier. He follows the trail from the United States to Chile, where his quest is 
obstructed in a manner that leaves him in no doubt of its unpopularity. Mr. Dodge 
writes briskly and keeps the reader intrigued in a story that has less of violent action 
than his previous books and concentrates more on the conflict of personalities. 


MR. BYCULLA. Eric Linklater. Hart-Davis, 8s.6d. L.Post 8. 168 pages. 

It is evident from the first that there is something mysterious about Mr. Byculla. What 
is the object of his consulting Dr. Lessing, an unhappily married psychiatrist, and of 
discussing Thuggee with Sir Simon Killaloe, a retired Indian Civil Servant whose son 
has been acquitted of murdering a prostitute. Hers is not the only death that occurs in 
the book, but not until the last is the mystery of Mr. Byculla made clear. Contemporary 
London makes a realistic background to Mr. Linklater’s first excursion into crime, 
which he accomplishes with ease, employing a nicely judged lightness of touch to 
entertain the reader while deftly manipulating events to bring a chill to his spine. 


BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS 
Fiction 
BUSH VOYAGE. Stephen Fennimore. Heinemann, 8s.6d. C8. 246 pages 
Illustrations by Margaret Horder. 

Martin, an English boy (an immigrant) and Penny, an Australian girl, living in 
Tangari, Australia, acc« ympany a racy character, Jo Creasey the store-keeper, on a trip 
up the River Murray. Jo has launched a new venture—a paddle steamer fitted up as a 
shop. The crew of the Bunyip are a very jolly party; Jo’s sister “Auntie Gertrude’ is the 
only blot, but a skilful * plot’ results in her departure. The unusual voyage up the great 
river is full of interesting and amusing incidents, which open up a fresh view of Austra- 
lia to Martin. The local colour is well done, and an element of mystery is provided in 
the appearance of an unaccountable baby as part of the ship’s cargo. Boys and girls 
from fourteen years onwards will enjoy this unusual story. 


THE FIVE wisHeEs. A Victorian Family Story. Dorothy Margaret Stuart. 
Methuen, 8s.6d. C8. 208 pages. 12 illustrations by Rhianon Roberts. 

Five children, two boys and three girls, have been left in the care of two aunts (who 
are friends of Florence Nightingale) in London while their father is on army service 
in India. Their ripening acquaintance with a solitary little rich girl, who has a fierce 
but kind-hearted grandmother, marks the first step in the granting of the five wishes 
which they share between them. Detail is successfully blended into the story to give an 
interesting picture of life, manners and opinion in genteel circles in England at the time 
of the Crimean War, and there are some attractive character studies. The book makes 
pleasant reading for children, more particularly girls, of eleven to fifteen. 
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Non-Fiction 
COIN COLLECTING. J. G. Milne, C. H. V. Sutherland and J. D. A. Thomp- 
son. Oxford University Press, 8s.6d. C8. 166 pages. 44 plates. Bibliographi- 
cal notes. Index. 
An admirable introduction to coin collecting written with a special view to helping the 
young collector (from the age of about fifteen onwards), but maintaining adult 
standards in scholarship and descriptive detail. Greek, Roman, English and European 
coins are described with facsimiles of the inscriptions and other details to enable the 
collector to identify his specimens. At the end of the book several hundred coins are 
illustrated in the section of plates. Captions are given on the opposite pages with a 
reference to the relevant passages in the historical text where the coins are discussed in 
greater detail. Select bibliographies at the end of certain chapters, tables of sovereigns, 
lists of abbreviations of official titles and similar material is well set out in this useful 


manual. The authors belong to the staff of the Heberden Coin Room, the Ashmolean 
Museum, Oxford. 


DOWN BY THE SHORE. B. Melville Nicholas. Macdonald, 6s. C8. 86 pages. 
38 plates. 

This is a good simple introduction, especially suitable for children between the ages of 
eight and fifteen, to the birds of the cliffs and seashore. Not only the common species 
are included, a fact which widens the scope of the book considerably and which will 
also give it a considerable appeal for readers abroad, since many of the species discussed 
have a very wide distribution. The illustrations, many of them the work of some of the 
best known British bird photographers, are extremely good. The book is casy to read 
and full of useful information. 


WIGGLES THE WIZARD. The Adventures of a Boy Who Became a Fairy 
Godfather. Told in Five One-Act Plays. Marjorie R. Watson. Harrap, ss. 
sC8. 144 pages. Illustrations by Bruce Roberts. 


These five playlets (each runs for twenty minutes to half an hour) can be used separ- 
ately or linked together to form a five-act play. The number of characters vary be- 
tween five and twelve chief parts, but subsidiary parts can be added if required. 
Wiggles is a boy who buys a ‘magic’ business from a retiring fairy godmother; he is 
not really a very efficient wizard, but with the help of kind friends he is able to think 
up some spells and manages to muddle through. The plays are not for those who take 
magic very seriously, being something in the nature of a skit, with a present-day slant, 
on the traditional apparatus of kings, princes, princesses, rival magicians, with a 
dragon and a flying carpet thrown in. They are very funny and lively, and young people 
from ten to thirteen years should enjoy acting in them. The author gives useful hints 
on their production at the end. 


POSTAGE STAMPS. L. N. and M. Williams. Penguin Books, 1s.6d. 


8? <7 inches. 32 pages. Illustrations (some in colour). Paper bound. 


(Puffin Picture Books) 
The young stamp collector from nine to twelve years old will welcome this interesting 
picture book with its brief explanatory text which includes simple notes on early 
stamps, watermarks, postmarks, rarities, primitive issues, errors in printing and 
design, advertisement stamps, forgeries and other unusual stamps. There are practical 
hints on collecting stamps, and some philatelic terms in common use are illustrated by 
diagrams. 


2s 6$7 





THE YOUNG CRICKETER. Compiled with the Assistance of the Cricket 
Enquiry and Approved by the M.C.C. Foreword by H.R.H. the Duke of 
Edinburgh. Naldrett Press, 10s.6d. sC4. 192 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. 

A number of well-known cricketers and others well versed in the game have con- 

tributed articles to this copiously illustrated volume, which surveys the game of 

cricket from many view-points. Besides much practical advice on such matters as 
fielding, batting, bowling and practice at the nets, there are articles on cricket in 
bygone days, a review of cricket in Britain in 1949 (including the England v. New 

Zealand Test Matches), Lords, cricket in the West Indies, how a bat is made, and a 

short account of some of the best-known cricketing stories. A final section gives some 

cricket statistics for Britain in 1949. Boys from twelve years upwards will enjoy this 


book. 





